Xenokrateion in Messolonghi

Xenokrateion hosts the central museum of Aitoloakarnania in its capital, the Sacred
Town of Messolonghi, satisfying a common demand and fulfilling the expectations
and efforts of many years. It is closely interwoven with the memory of the modern city
and part of its cultural heritage, as it is housed in a building of neoclassical morphology,
designated as a monument. It was originally established as a girls school, retaining its
school use until the late 1990s, while being the focus of various activities.

The building was constructed between 1885 and 1889, thanks to a donation by Konstanti-
nos Xenokratis, a great national benefactor, and bears his name. In 2011, the Municipality
of Messolonghi conceded its use to the Ministry of Culture in order to create an
archaeological museum. Its restoration was implemented by the Service of Modern
Monuments and Technical Works of Western Greece, Peloponnese and South lonian
(2018-2020), while the creation of the Museum, the organization of the archaeological
exhibition and the configuration of the surrounding outdoor area were carried out by
the Ephorate of Antiquities of Aitoloakarnania and Lefkada (2018-2021).

The Museum opened its doors to the public in December 2021, at an extremely excep-
tional occasion, the 200th anniversary of the Greek Revolution, in the events of which
Messolonghi held a crucial, but also tragic role. At the same time a historic building is
revived, to be henceforth a reference point in the life of the modern city.
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The Xenokrateion Archaeological
Museum of the Sacred Town
of Messolonghi

The Museum includes more than 1,200 finds
from all over Aitoloakarnania, dating from “%1
prehistoric to Roman times. Most of them arg
presented for the first time, including some ex-
tremely rare ones. The Museum'’s exhibition combines
static and three-dimensional material, such as reconstruc-
tions of tools and burial assemblages. At the same time,
it is accompanied by modern digital applications that animate its
content. It is fully accessible to visitors on a physical level, meeting
the required standards for people of all ages and disabled persons.

The archaeological exhibition is developed on two floors in the central part of the
building and in seven rooms, two in the west wing of the ground floor and five on the
first floor. The east wing of the ground floor houses the educational and multi-pur-
pose rooms.

In the reception area one can be informed about the building, the history of the ex-
cavations and the layout of the exhibition. The visitor is recommended to start his
tour, following the chronological order, from Room 1 on the ground floor, dedicated
to Man and Nature, and then to Room 2, where finds from the recent major rescue
excavations are presented. On the floor of the Museum, where the Acme and the End
of the Aetolian and Akarnanian Leagues are developed, multiple options of visit are
offered. The side rooms are dedicated to Aetolia (1, 2) and Acarnania (4, 5) with their
most important urban and religious centers, while the central room (3) is organized
thematically and serves both as an introduction to the two wings on either side and as
their connecting element, where the Museum'’s exhibition culminates.
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To €pyo «ATIOKOTAGTAON TOV ZEVOKPOTEIOL KTNPIOL KO HETATPOTH) TOL o€ Mouogio» VAoTIoWONnKe
oto mAaiolo tou ENM. «Autikr) EAM\GSa 2014-2020» kot ouyxpnpatodotnnke omd 1o Mpdypappa
Anpooiwv Emevduoewv kot To Eupwaikod Topelo Mepupepetoxng Avamtuéng (ETIA).

The project “Restoration of Xenokrateion and its conversion into a Museum” was implemented
under the O.P. “Western Greece 2014-2020" and co-financed by the Public Investment Program
and the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).
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To Zevokpatelo ato MecoAoyyt

To ZevokpaTelo PUoEevel To KEVTPLKO Mouaeio TG AltwAookapvoviog atnv TpwTELOVCa
g tnV lepn MoAn MegoAoyyiov, IkavoTolwvTtog pia kown amaitnon oAA& KoL TG
TPOCSOKiEG KAt TIPOOTIAOELEG TTOAMWY eTWV. Elval oTevd oLUVUPAGHEVO WE TN HVARN
NG VEOTEPNG TIOANG KO HEPOG TNG TIOALTIOTIKNG TNG KANPOVOLAG, kaBwg oteydleTal o€
KT{OpO VEOKAQGLKIG HOPPOAOYIOG, KNPUYHEVO WG Hvnpeio. ApXIKE, IEpUBNKe wg ANUOTIKO
MoapBevaywyelo, SlatnpwvTtag T GXOAKN XPron wg Ta TEAn e dekaetiog Touv 1990,
EVW TIOPGAANAQ OTTETEAEDE TO ETKEVTPO TTOKIAWY SpaCTNPLOTHTWV.

TO KTHPLO KOTAOKEVAOTNKE PETAEV 1885 Ko 1889, pe Swped Tou Kwvaotavtivou zevokpdrtn,
MEYBAOL EBVIKOV EVEPYETN, KA PEPELTO OVOUE TOV. MapayxwpnBnke to 2011 amod tov
Anpo LIN. MeocoAoyyiov oto Ymoupyeio MNMOALTIOHOY, e OKOTIO TN Snplovpyio apxot-
oAoyLlkoU povaeiov. H amokatdotaor Tou vAomotonke amod thv Yrinpeoio NewTtépwv
Mvnpeiwv kot Texvikwy Epywv Autikig EMadag, Mehomovvrioou ko Notiov loviou
(2018-2020), evw n Snuovpyia Tou Mouaoesiov, N opyavwaon TG OPXALOAOYIKNG EKBeang
KoBWGg Kal N SLpoOpPWaOn Tou TEPLBAAOVTOG XWPOU TOU TIPAYUATOTIOWONKAV amd
Vv Epopeia Apxaotntwy AttwAoakapvaviag kot Asukadog (2018-2021).

To Mouogio Avol&e TG TTUAEG TOU OTO KOO Tov AskéuPplo Tou 2021, o pic EapETIKA
omoudaia cuykupia, TNV eMETELO Twv 200 XpOvwv oo TNV EAAnvikn Emavaotoon, ota
YEYOVOTQ TNG OToLoG TO MeTOAOYYL €ixe KPLOLO, OANK KL «BapU» pOAo, aVaBLWVOVTOG
TIOPOANAQ EVA LOTOPLKO KTNPLO, TO OTIolo Bar amtoTeAEL OTO €E11G ONPEID aVOPOPAG aTN
Cwr TG odyxpovVNG TIOANG,

To ZevokpaTteiov Apxatoloyikdé Mouasio

lepriig Mo6Ang MeooAoyyiov
To Mougeio mephappavel teplocdtepa amo 1.200 suprjpoa omod 0An TNV AITWACOKOP-
vavig, IOV XPOVOAOYOUVTOL Ao TOUG TIPOIOTOPIKOUG WG TOUG PWHAIKOUE XPOVOUG.
Katd To peyoMitepo PEPOG TOUG TIOPOVTLACOVTAL VIO TIPWTN POPY, HETAED OUTWV
Kol oplopéva eEaupeTiké omdvia. H ékBeon tou Mouoegiouv cuvdudlel oTaTikd €mo-
TITIKO VALKO, 0AAK KOl TPLOSLAOTATO, OTIWG AVOTIOPOOTATELG EPYOAEIWV KOL TAPIKWY
OLVOAWV. Map&AANAQ, TTACLOLWVETAL ATIO CUYXPOVEG WNPLAKEG EQAPLOYEG TIOU
«(WVTOVEVOUV» TO TIEPLEXOLEVO TNG. Elval amoAUTwWE TIPOoBACLN OTOV ETLOKETITN OF
(PUOLKO ETTESO, TANPWVTOG TIG ATAUITOVHEVEG TIPOSLAYPAPEG YL ATOUA OAWY TWV
NAKLWV Kot ApeA.

H apxaiohoyikn €kBeon avamTUooETalL 08 SU0 OPOPOUE OTO KEVTPIKO TUALA TOU KTNpiou
Kol o€ enTA aibovoeg, SV0 0T SUTIKN TITEPUYA TOU LOOYEIOU KOL TIEVTE GTOV OPOYO.
JTNV QVOTOAIKH TITEPUYA TOU LOOYEIOU AELTOUPYOUV OL aiBouoeg EKTIALOEVTIKWY TIPO-
YPOUUATWY Kol TTOAAGTIAWY XPROEWV.

2TOV XWPO UTOSOXNG UTTOPEL KAVEIG Vo eVvNUEPWOEL YL TO KTHPLO, TNV LoTopi TWV
avaoKa@wy, kaBwg kat ylo tn SiapBpwaon tng €kBeong. O eMIOKEMTNG TIPOTEIVETAL
va EEKLVNATEL TNV TIEPLAYNON TOV, AKOAOLBWVTOG TN XPOVOAOYLKN CELPA, OO TNV Al
Bouvoa 1 Tov Looyeiov, aglepwpévn atov AvBpwTo Kot Tn PUON, KOL OTN CUVEXELX
oTnVv atbovoa 2, 61OV TAPOVCLALOVTAL EVPHHATA TWV TIPOTPATWY PEYEAWY CWOTL-
KWV QVooKa@WV. XTov 0popo Tov Mouacsiov, 6mou avamtiooovTal N AKUR Kot To
TéAog Tou AITWALKOU Kol AKopvavikol Kowvov, Ttpoo@Epovtal TIOAQTIAEG ETIAOYEG
emiokePnc. Ot TAgLpLkEG albouoeg sival aplepwéveg otnv AltwAia (1, 2) kot TV
Akapvavia (4, 5) JE TO ONUAVTIKOTEPO QOTIKA KAl BPNOKEVTIKA TOUG KEVTPQ, EVW N
KeVTIPLKN aiBouvoa (3) eival opyavwpévn Bepatikd kot Asttoupyel TOGO WG Eloaywyn
oTLG VO EKATEPWOEV TITEPUYEG, OCO KAL WG CUVOETIKO TOUG OTOLXE(O, OTIOU ATIOKO-
puwveTalL n €kBean Touv Mouaoeiov.
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