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[TPOAOIOX

To mpwto Apxatohoylkd Mouoegio O€pUoU KATAOKEUATTNKE
10 1909 ue damavn g «év ABrivaig Apxatoloyikng Etaipeiagy,
TTANoiov Tou vaou Tou ATOAAWVOG, Yld va OTEYACEL TA ONUa-
VTIKA EUPTUATA TIOU €PXOVTAV OTO (WG QIO TIG AVOAOKAPES
Tou lepou. Mpokeltal yla UKPO TETPOKTIOTO KEPAMOOKETIEG
KT)PLlO, OTO OJoI0 apPYOTEPA TTPOOTEONKE NUUTAIOPLOG XWPOG
yia ™ QUAAEN Twv TTIOAUApBuWY emypa@wy. Ms v napodo
TOU XPOVOU QITEKTNOE TN LOPPT TAKTOTTONUEVNG ATTOONKNG.
H é\\eubn xwpou, Ta KPLOACYIKA TIPOPRANLATA KAl 1) TIAVTENNG
EMeWT UTTOSOUWV KATESTNOAV ASPLTI TNV AVAYKY AVEYEPONG
VEOU KTnpiou.

To 0IKOTESO yla TNV KATAOKEUN Tou VEéou Mouaoeiou mapa-
Xwpnonke anod 1o Anuo Oéppou to 1998, eni dnuapxiag
©. Mop@upn. H KATAOKEUY] TOU UANOTTIOONKE UE TIIOTWOELG
tou " KowotikoU MAatoiou XmpiEng 2000-2006 kat eixe
evtaxBei oto Emixeipnolakod Mpoypaupa Autikng EANGSOG,
Melomovvnoou kat loviwv Nrowv g Mepupépelag AuTtikng
EANGS0G. To 2009 OAOKANPWONKE 1) KATAOKEUT] TOU KTnpiou
Me @opéa ulomoinong tn Atevbuvon Ektéleong Epywv
Mouosiwv kat MoArtiotikwy Ktnpiwv tou YITOA kat mpoi-
TIOAOYLOMO 2.729.403,22 eupw, VW €va XPOVO apyotepd
napadobnke oy tote apuodia AXT  Epopeia Mpoilotopikwyv
kat Khaowwv Apxatomtwy. H ekmovnon g TEAKNG LOUCELD-
AOYIKNG - HMOUCEIOYPAPIKNG MEAETNG Yia TNV «EkBeon Ttou
Néou Apxaltohoylkol Mouaosiou O£puou» OAOKANPWONKE
Tov Maptio tou 2011 amd v Egopeia pag os ouvepyaoia
pe ™ AlevBuvon Mouoeiwy, EkBéoswy kal EKmmaldeutikwy
Mpoypappatwy. Ma ™ ouvta&n ™G MOUCEIONOYIKNG MEAETNG
OUYKPOTNONKE ETITPONMN ME ETKEPAANG TNV Ap. Oluprtia
Bwdrtou, AteuBuvipla mg Egopeiag Apxalom|twyv AltwAoaka-
pvaviag kat Aeukadog, wg PoedpPo, Kat Toug M. ZtaupormoUAou
- [atom, Enttiun AteuBuvtpla Apxatotitwy, A. Makpadnua,
I Ytapdatn, apxatohoyoug tng EDAAITA, M. MouUhiou,
apxalo\oyo-pouoeglohdyo g AMEET kat Ayvr) MntpormoUAou,
apxawohoyo g AMEET, wg péAN. H HouoEloypa@Iky) HEAETN
opeiletal otV apxttéktova ™g AMEET, k. Av. MNMapion.
H pouoeiakn npotaon nephapBavel Tpelg facikoug otabuoug:
ToV €KOealaKO XwpPo, To lepd Tou ATTOAWVOG Kat TNV aibouoa
SlaSPACTIKWY EPAPUOYWY KAl EKTTAUSEUTIKWY TTPOYPALUATWY.
Tov OktwPpto Tou 2011 to £pyo «Opyavwon g Moviung ExBeong
Ttou Néou ApxatoloyikoU Mouaceiou Ogppou» evtaxOnke oto
Ermxeipnotako Mpoypaupa «AvtaywvioTikotnta Kat Erxelpn-
patikomnta 2007-2013» mpolmoloylopou 1.365.000,00 €,
e Nuepounvia €vapéng 1-11-2011 kat Anéng 15-12-2015,
nepllapBavovtag tpia umogpya: «MpounBeta, eykaraotaon
TIPOONKWV KAl AOUTWV EKOECIAKWY KATATKELWV», «[TpounBela,
£YKATAOTAOY PWTIOTIKWY OWUATWY Tou Mouaeiou kat pub-
MO (PWTIOHOU EVTOG KAl EKTOC TIPOONKWV», «XXESLAOMOG
KOl TIOPAYWYN ETTOTMTIKOU UALKOU Kal AOUTWY EPUNVEUTIKWY
SpACEWV NG MOVIUNG €kOeoNnG. EE0IMAIOOG EKOETIaKWY XWPWV,
£PYACTNPIWV CUVINPNONG, ATOONKWYV KAl YPAPEIWV>.

To Mahatd Apxatohoyiké Mouaoeio @éppou

The Old )\rghaeolp_gi'cal Museum of Thermos
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PREFACE

The first Archaeological Museum of Thermos was built in
1909, funded by the Archaeological Society of Athens, near
the Temple of Apollo, in order to house the important finds
that came to light from the excavation of the Sanctuary. It is
a small stone building with a tiled roof. A covered extension
was added on the east side of the museum in order to shelter the
numerous fragments of the inscriptions from the Sanctuary.
Over time it acquired the form of an organized storeroom.
The lack of space, the structural problems and the complete
lack of infrastructure made the need to construct a new
building imperative.

The site for the construction of the new Museum was granted
in 1998 by the Municipality of Thermos, with the help of
Mayor Th. Porfyris. Its construction was carried out with
funding from the 3rd Community Support Framework 2000-
2006 in the context of the Regional Operational Program for
Western Greece, Peloponnese and lonian Islands, managed by
the Region of Western Greece. In 2009, the construction of
the building was completed by the Directorate of Studies and
Conduct of Technical Works in Museums and Cultural Buildings
of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports with a budget
of 2.729.403,22 €, while a year later the building was handed
over to the former 36th Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical
Antiquities. In March 2011, our Ephorate in collaboration with
the Directorate of Museums, Exhibitions and Educational
Programs undertook and completed the final museological -
museographical study for the “Exhibition of the Archaeological
Museum of Thermos”. A committee, headed by Dr. Ol. Vikatou,
Director of Antiquities of Aetolia-Acarnania and Lefkas, as
president, and M. Stavropoulou - Gatsi, Emeritus Director
of Antiquities, L. Makradima, G. Stamatis, archaeologists of
the Ephorate of Antiquities of Aetolia-Acarnania and Lefkas,
M. Mouliou, archaeologist-museologist and A. Mitropoulou,
archaeologist of the Directorate of Museums, Exhibitions and
Educational Programs (DMEEP), as members, was set up in
order to undertake the museological study. The museographic
study is the work of the architect of the DMEEP, Mrs. An.
Parisi. The proposal includes three main components: the
exhibition, the Sanctuary of Apollo and the room of interactive
applications and educational programs. In October 2011 the
project “Preparation and setting-up of the permanent exhibition
of the New Archaeological Museum of Thermos” was included
in the Operational Program “Competitiveness and Entrepreneurship
2007-2013" with a budget of 1.365.000,00 €, starting on
11-01-2011 andending 15-12-2015. Three sub-projects, “Supply,
installation of the displays and other exhibition constructions”,
“Supply and installation of museum lighting and setup of the
lighting inside and outside the display cases”, “Design and
production of visual materials and other interpretive activities of
the permanent exhibition. Equipment of the exhibition halls,
conservation laboratories, storerooms and offices” were included.



H Epopeia pag mpogPn o Slevepyela SleBvwv dlaywvioUwyV
yla ta SU0 MPWTA UTTOEPYA, EVW TO TPITO UAOTTOINOE artoAho-
YLOTIKA Kal 6U autemniotaciag. YrmevOuvn yla TO CUVTOVIOUO
Kal TNV VAomoinor toug fitav 1 Aleubuvtpla g Egopseiag,
Ap. O\upurtia Bikatou, ™ & eniBAem Twv epyaciwv eixe n
apxatoAoyog g Epopeiag Aiva Makpadrua. nUavTtikeg yla
NV 0pYAvVwWaon TG EKOEONC NTAV 0L TPOOPATEC SNUOCLEVTELG
Tou Ouodtiou Kabnyntm Khaoikng Apxatoloyiag tou Mavertt-
otuiov lwavvivwy kat AleubuvTr) TG avaokagg Tou OEpLiou,
I. A. MNartarmootoAou, kabwg ertiong kat ) peAé e G. Hibner,
oTnV omnoia o@eiAeTaAl 1] TAEVOUNOT TWV TTOAUAPIOUWY ap)L-
TEKTOVIKWY UEAWV KAl Ol AVATTAPACTACELG TWV KEPAUWOEWV
TWV KTNpPilwv tou lepou. Emiong, otov K. A. Wardle, KaOnynm
Apxalohoyiag oto MNavemomuo tou Birmingham, ogeiletal
T TUTTOAOYLKT) KOl XPOVOAOYIKN] Katata&n tng KEPAKNG, EVW
otV D. Wardle ta oxédla Twv ayyeiwv Kal ol oxeSLAOTIKEG
AVATTAPAOCTATELS TWV KTINPIWV TOU TTPOICTOPLKOU OLKIGHOU.
H taition Twv VOUIoUATWY £YWVE artO TNV ApPXALOAOYO NG
Epopeiag Apxatomtwy Axaiag, I AAeomoUAou. Oepuwg
EUXAPLOTOUPE OANOUG Yl TN CUUPBOAN] TOUG OTNV UAOToinon
NG €kBeONG, OTIWG €TtioNng Tov pwnV Aleubuvtr) tou E.AM,,
N. Kaktod, yla tnVv moTpo@Y) AVTIKEIEVWY arto TIG TIPWTES
avaoKagEg Tou lepol mou (PUAGCCOVTAV OTIG ATTOBNKEG TOU
Mouaggiou, kat yla TNV Tapaxwenon Twy PnQLaKwWy avtlypapwy
TWV «UETOTIWV» TOU vaol Tou ATTOAMwWVOG Ogpliou, TTouU eKTi-
BOevtal oto EBviko Apxatlohoyikd Mouoeio otnv Adnva.

H ouyypapr Twv KEWEVWY TOU ETTOTTIKOU UALKOU NG €KBeoMg
KAl 1) €TIAOYY] TWV OCUVOSEUTIKWY (PWTOYPAPLWY KAl OXeSIWV
€ywve amo toug ON. Bikatou, A. Makpadnua kat I Xtapdam.
H mpoetouacia kat oxediaon Twv EKTALBEUTIKWY TTPOYPAL-
patwy aro tig ON. Bikdatou kat A. TaBpiva, Moucelonaibaywyo
™G Epopeiag. O ava xeipag odnyog opeiretat oty OA. Bikatou
KOl 1] LETAPPACT] TOU 06NYOU KAl TWV KEUEVWY TOU ETOTTTIKOU
UALKOU Tou Mouaceiou ot A. Makpadrua kat Tov K. Wardle,
TOV O7T0i0 BEPUOTATA EUXAPLOTOULE YIA TNV TTPOCPOPA TOU.

OepEG EUXAPLOTIEG ArTeuBUVOVTAL OTIG TTOAITIKEG NYECIEG TNG
TeAevTalag mevrastiag tou Ymoupyeiou MoAltiopoU Kat o€
OAOUG TOUG CUVTEAECTEG yld TNV dyaoTr) ouvepyaoia: oty
tote Npoiotapévn g AMEET, M. Aayoylavvn, ota péAn g
Erttpornig oUvVTa&ng TG LOUCEIOAOYLIKNG - LOUCELOYPAPIKNG
pHeAETNG, otov lMpoiotauevo g AEEMKIIK, K. ®plovpa, otov
Mpoiotauevo g EYTOIT, IN. Ntan, otoug Npoiotapevoug Twv
Movadwv A, B, I kat A tng EYTOI, M. Kéupou, |. MuAwva,
‘O\. Zwpn, Kwv/va Ntévte, otoug ouvadél@oug tng Alaxel-
pLoTIkNG Apxng, . AdaAa kat A. KikiAn, kaBwg Kal otoug
ouvepyateg ™G XupPBouleutikng Etalpeiag STAAION yua ™
OUMPBOAY) TOUG Og OAA TA OTASIA TWV SLOKNTIKWY SLadIKaolwy,
KUpIlwG yla T Slevépyela SleBvwv dlaywviopwy. TENOG, euxa-
PLOTIEG Yla TN CUUPBOAY) OTNV UAOTTIOINON TOU €PYOU, EKTOG
TWV OUVTEAECTWV-CUVEPYATWY TTIOU AVAPEPOVTAL OTO TEAOG
Tou 0dnyou, o@eiAovTal 0TO UOVILO, AOPIlOTOU XPOVOU Kal
€Nl CUUPBACEL EPYATOTEXVIKO KAl (PUAAKTIKO TTPOOWITIKO TNG

Epopeiag, mou ouppeTeixe otnv €yKalpn Kal apTia OAOKAN-
PWOT| TOU: OTOV apPXITEKTOVA UNXaViko A. PpaykoUAn, otnv
urtoAoyo X. NMAutapld, otoug SLOIKNTIKOUG UTTAAATIAOUG, OTOUG
ouvneNTEG 2T. MNMoAovupn kat |. KouBoupn, otoug UAAKES
apxalomtwy Ofppou. Idlaitepa eUXaPLOTW TOUG CUVASEAPOUG
KOl OTEVOUG OUVEPYATEG OTNV UAOTOIom tou €pyou, A.
Makpadnua kat I. tapdtn, ov o kabgvag amo v TTAELpd
TOU a@lepwBnke oto Mouaoeiou O¢puou.

Ap. O\upurtia Bikatou
Apxaloloyog, AteuBuvTpla g Epopeiag Apxatotritwy
Artwloakapvaviag kat Agukadog
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The first two sub-projects were implemented by the
Ephorate of Antiquities of Aetolia-Acarnania and Lefkas after
conducting an international competition, while the third
one was implemented and financial control of our Ephorate.
Dr. Olympia Vikatou, the Director of the Ephorate, was
responsible for the coordination and implementation, and
Lina Makradima, archaeologist of the Ephorate, supervised
the project. The recent publications of Emeritus Professor of
Classical Archaeology, University of loannina, and Director of
the excavation at Thermos, I. A. Papapostolou, were especially
important for the organization of the exhibition as was the
study by G. Hiibner, responsible for the classification of the
numerous architectural members and the reconstruction
drawings of the tiled roofs of the buildings in the Sanctuary.
Dr. K. A. Wardle, of the University of Birmingham, undertook the
typological and chronological classification of the prehistoric
pottery and D. Wardle provided drawings of vessels and
reconstructions of the buildings in the prehistoric settlement.

—
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G. Alexopoulou, archaeologist of the Ephorate of Antiquities of
Achaia, undertook the identification of the coins. We thank
them most warmly for their contribution to the implementation
of the exhibition, as also the former Director of the National
Archaeological Museum, N. Kaltsas, for the return of items
from the first excavations of the Sanctuary that were kept in
the Museum’s stores and for the digital copies of the “metopes”
from the temple of Apollo Thermios, which are exhibited in the
National Archaeological Museum of Athens.

The texts for the displays and the choice of accompanying
photographs and drawings are the work of OIl. Vikatou, L.
Makradima and G. Stamatis. The preparation and design of the
educational programs was the responsibility of Ol. Vikatou and
D. Gavrina, Museum Educator of the Ephorate. This museum
guide was written by Ol. Vikatou and the English translation
and the texts for the displays in the Museum have been done
by L. Makradima and K. Wardle, whom we sincerely thank for
his assistance.

We are grateful to the political leadership of the last five years
in the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and to all of those who
contributed to an excellent collaboration: the former Head of
DMEEP M. Lagogiannis, the members of the Committee for the
museological - museographic study, the Head of the Directorate
of Studies and Conduct of Technical Works in Museums and
Cultural Buildings, K. Frisyra, the Director of EYTOP (Special
Office for the Management of the Cultural Sector), P. Daes,
the Heads of Units A,B,C, D of EYTOP, M. Komvou, |. Mylonas,
D. Zori, K. Dede, colleagues at EYTOP G. Dallas, D. Kikilis, as well
as the partners of the advisory company “STADION”, for their
contributions at all stages in the administrative procedures and
especially in the conduction of the international competitions.
Finally, I, also, want to thank, for their contribution to the
achievement of the exhibition, in addition to the partners listed
at the end of this guide book, the technicians and the security
staff of our Ephorate who enabled its completion: L. Fragoulis,
architect, S. Plytaria, accountant, St. Polonyfi and J. Kouthouris,
conservators, the antiquities’ guards of Thermos. In particular |
would like to thank my colleagues and close cooperators in the
project, L. Makradima and G. Stamatis, who devoted themselves
to the Museum of Thermos.

Dr. Olympia Vikatou
Archaeologist, Head of Ephorate of Antiquities
of Aetolia-Acarnania and Lefkas



To lep6 Tou AtOAAwWVoOG Oepuiov

lotopkd mAaioio

O O¢puog gival amd Toug ONUAVTIKOTEPOUG apXALOAOYIKOUG Xwpoug TG Autikng EANGSOG ue blaitepn loTtoplkn Baputnta Kat
TTAOUGCLA HUVNUELOKY) KANPOVOULA, KaOWG £XEL SlamoTwOEel adlaleuttn avOpwrivi §pactnplotnTa amo 1 MegoeA\adikr emoxn
(2000-1600 11.X.) £wg Tov 20 at. t.X. Euptokdpuevog oty Kapdid g AttwAiag, BA. tg Aipvng Tpixwvidag, unrpe To OpnOKEUTIKO
KEVTPO OAWV TWV AITWAWY, VW arto Tov 40 dl. 7.X. alOTEAECE KAl TNV TIOALTIKN €8pa TG AITWAIKNG XuprtoAtteiag. Qg Tomog
ouVavINoNg Twv AITwWAWY arméKTNaoe 1dn amo tov 8o at. 1.X. TO XapaKTINea JTavVAlTwALKoU lepou, ato omoio Aatpsuotav o Ogog
ATIOMWY. TNV TTPWLLN EAANVICTIKY TIEPiodo (TEAN 4ou - apxeg 3ou alt. 11.X.) EKTOC armd OPNOKEUTIKO, LETATPETIETAL KAL O TIOALTIKO
KEVIPO TNG AITWAIKNG ZUWTONTEIAG HE TNV OpUOT TWV KINPIWV TNG MOALTIKNG ayopds. O SnUOoKPATIKOG-KOLVOTIOALITELAKOG
XAPOAKTMPAG TNG SOUNG TNG ZUITOALTELAG, ATOTEAEL AKOLY) KAl OTUEPA TIPOTUTIO YLA TNV OLOCTIOVOLAKN OPYAVWOT) TWV TIEPLOCOTEPWY
oUYXPOVWYV KPaTwV. ATtO Ta TTI0 ONUAVTIKA KT )PLa TOU XWPOoU sival To aPidwto Méyapo A tou mpoiloTtopikol OlKIoUoU, To Méyapo
B tou owkiopol ™g Mpwiung Emoxng tou Zidrpou kal ot TPeLg vaoi, Tou ATtoAwvog Oeppiou, Tou ATTOAwWVOG Auoeiou Kal Tng
ApTES0G (;). Ao ta ktpla ™g Ayopdg Eexwpilouv: ol TPEIG UEYANES OTOEG, N KPN VN Kal To «Boukeutnplo». To lepd mepléBale
Teixog pe SekaglL mupyoug Kat SUo UAeC. O O¢puog MUPTTOANONKE Kat AenAatOnke Vo popeg and tov Oilutmo E’ 1o 218 kat 206
T.X., EVW HETA TN PWUAIKY) KATAKTNOoN 1ou apyilel pe T paxn g Mudvag to 167 m.X. kat T StaAuon TG AITwALKNG XUMITOMTELAG,
€YKATAAEUTETAL KAl OTASIAKA EPMUWVETAL. 2TA VEWTEPA Xpovia ovopalotav «Malatontalapo» 1 «Malapaki».

Katoyn tou lepol Kat Twv KTNpiwv TG TOALTIKNG
Ayopdg (oxédio I. Atapavtonoulog)

Ground plan of the Sanctuary and the buildings
of the Agora (drawing by I. Diamantopoulos)

. MpoiloTtopikdg olklopog (170¢ - 11o¢ at. mm.X.)
Prehistoric settlement (17th - 11th century BC)

Mpwiun Emoxr) tou Xidnpou (1106 - 90¢ at. mt.X.)
Early Iron Age (11th - 9th century BC)

—| Apxdikr) tepiodog (706 - 60¢ at. 1. X.)
Archaic period (7th - 6th century BC)

. EAAnvioTtikn miepiodog (4o¢ - 206 at. 1t.X.)
Hellenistic period (4th - 2nd century BC)

The Sanctuary of Apollo Thermios
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM OF THERMOS

Historical frame

Thermos is one of the most important archaeological sites in
Western Greece, with special historical significance and a rich
monumental heritage, since it has seen continuous human
activity from the Middle Helladic period (2000-1600 BC) to
the 2nd century BC. Situated in the heart of Aetolia, NE of
Lake Trichonis, it was the religious centre of all the Aetolians
and from the 4th century BC it was also the political centre of
the Aetolian League. As a meeting place for all the Aetolians,
already from the 8th century BC, the Sanctuary acquired the
character of a Panaetolian Sanctuary, where the god Apollo was
worshipped. In the early Hellenistic period (late 4th - early 3rd
century BC) in addition to its religious function, it also became
a political centre for the Aetolian League with the erection
of various buildings in the Agora. The “commonwealth” and
democratic character of the League is still a model for the
federal organization of most modern states. Megaron A in
the prehistoric settlement, Megaron B of the Early Iron Age
settlement and the three temples of Apollo Thermios, Apollo
Lyseios and Artemis (?) are the most important buildings of
the archaeological site. The three large porticos (stoas), the
spring chamber and the “Bouleuterion” (Council House) are the
most prominent buildings in the Agora. The Sanctuary had a
fortification wall with sixteen towers and two gates. Thermos
was destroyed twice by Philip V, in 218 and 206 BC. After the
Roman conquest, which began with the battle of Pydna in 167
BC and the dissolution of the Aetolian League, the Sanctuary
was gradually depopulated and abandoned. In more recent
times it was called “Palaiopazaro” or “Pazaraki’”.

Teixog - Fortification wall

MUAeg - Gates

MpoloTtopikdg OIKIGMOG - Prehistoric settlement
Méyapo A - Megaron A

Méyapo B - Megaron B

Naog AltoAAwvog Oeppiou - Temple of Apollo Thermios
Naog ArtoAAwvog Auoeiou - Temple of Apollo Lyseios
Naog Aptéudog (;) - Temple of Artemis (?)

Kpnvn - Spring chamber

AvatoAikn Xtod - East Stoa (Portico)

Avutikn Ztod - West Stoa (Portico)

Notwa Xtod - South Stoa (Portico)

«Bouleutnplo» - “Bouleuterion” (Council House)

Aywyog - Drainage

MaAo pouaeio - Old Museum
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H £kBeom MpoBaiapog

H €kBeon Slémetal amd BACIKEG APXES, OTIWG: SLAUOPPWOoN
EUKPLVOUC a@NYNUATIKNG TTOpEiag, auotnpY] €MAOYY TwvV
TIPOG €KOEOM AVTIKEWUEVWY, XPNOT TIOKIAWY EPUNVEUTIKWY
MEOWV KAl TTIONVETTIMESO EPUNVEUTIKO UALKO. AkolouBwvtag
TIG apX€G NG «dNUoclag» apyaloloyiag Kat pouoeloloyiag,
OTOXEVEL 0NV AVASELEN TOU KOWVWVIKOU poAou Tou Mouaeiou,
W onueiov avapopdg ot {wr) Twv oAltwy. H urepkeipevn 16€a
™G €kBeong «Xuykpotnon Kowvotntag: Adyot, Tomot kat Tpormot
JUMoyYIkNG Apaong» Slapop@wOnke amd ta dla ta pvnueia
TIOU apnyouvTtal SlaxpoVIKA TNV AvAYKN TwV avOpwiwyv Tng
ATwAIOG VA CUCTIEIPWVOVTAL GE KOIVOTNTEG, Yld VA EMIBLWVOUV
OUMBUWIVOVTAG, VA ETTIKOVWVOUYV GUANOYIKA UE TIG AATPEUOUEVES
OedTNTEG Kal va avTILETWTTI{OUV TIG EEWOEV ATMEINEG.

ENOTHTA e UNIT > 1
Duaotko mepBarlov - lotopia TwWV avackawy
Natural environment - History of the excavation

ENOTHTA e UNIT > 2

O MPOICTOPLKOG OIKIOHOG - Ll avOnpr Kowvotnta
onV Kapdld G ArtwAiag

The prehistoric settlement - a flourishing
community in the heart of Aetolia

ENOTHTA e UNIT > 3

| ‘Evag vEog olkIopog otn B€om Tou mtaAatou,
oTnV apxr ™G Hakpaiwvng Aatpeiag tou AlTOAWVOG
A new settlement on the ruins of the old,
at the dawn of the long - lived cult of Apollo

ENOTHTA e UNIT > 4

To lepo Tou ATTOANWVOG, TOTTOG AATPELAG KAl CUYKEVTPWONG OAWY TWV AITWAWYV
The Sanctuary of Apollo, the place of worship and assembly for all the Aetolians

ENOTHTA e UNIT > 5

MoOAeLG - pEAN TNG AITWALKYG ZUMTTOALTEIAG YUPW arto tov Oépuo
Cities - members of the Aetolian League around the region of Thermos

ENOTHTA e UNIT > 6

ATwAIKY) YuprtoAtteia. ‘Eva TTOATIKO TIPWTOMOPLOKO CUCTNUA:
- artd To PUAETIKO £BVOG GTNV OpooTIoVSia TTOAEWV

The Aetolian League. An innovative political system:

from tribal nation to a federation of cities

>to Mouosio @\ofevoluvTal supnuata Kupiwg amd to lepo
Tou ATTOAMWVOG, QIO IKPOTEPA YELTOVIKA lEpd, KAaBwG Kal
gupnuUaTa amod TOAEIG-HEAN TNG AITWALKNG YULITOMTELOG, TTOU
XPOVOAOYOUVTAL artd TOUG NTPOICTOPIKOUG XPOVOUG €WG Kal TN
pwUAikn katakmon. To Mouoeio meptAauBdavel T HOVIUN
€kBeon kal TNV aiBouvoa mMoAAamAwV xpnoewv. H €kBeon
SlapBpwvetal xpovoloyika oe €€l evotnteg, apyilovrag amod
TA TPWTA (XVN KAtolknong oTo XwPo Kal tn dnuioupyia tou
lepol Tou ATTOAAWVOG €WG TNV TTIAPAKLY Tou. To apxaloAOYIKO
UAIKO eprmAouTileTal Ye €MEENYNMATIKA KEIMEVA, OXESLA Kal
AVATTOPOOTAOELG, QUTOOTIWIEVEG KAPTEAEG LE ETMUTAEOV TTANPO-
(POPLAKO UNIKO, Keipeva kat oxedla oe ypan Braille. v
aiBouoa TTOAATAWY XPNOEWV SivovTal TIEPLOCOTEPEG TTANPO-
POopleg HEOW SLAOPACTIKWY EPAPUOYWY. XTOV TIPoBAAALLO,
AEPOPWTOYPAPIEG KAl ETOMTIKO UALKO HE TNV KAToym Tou
€KOEOLAKOU XWPOU, TTAPEXOUV TIG TIPWTEG TTAN|POPOPILEG OTOV
ETTLOKETTTN.
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The exhibition Foyer

The exhibition is based on the principles of a clear narrative
progression and a strict selection of the objects on display,
supported by a variety of interpretive media and materials at
different levels. Following the principles of “public” archeology
and museology, it aims to promote the social role of the
museum as a reference point in the lives of citizens. The
overarching concept of the exhibition “Formation of the
Community: Reasons, Land and Collective Action” was formed
from the same monuments that have narrated, through time,
the need of the people of Aetolia to establish communities
in order to survive by living together, to communicate as
a community with the deities they worshipped and, as a
community, to face external threats.

Kdatom tou ekBeatakol xwpou
Ground plan of the exhibition

The museum houses artifacts from the Sanctuary of Apollo
Thermios, from smaller neighboring sanctuaries and from
the cities, which formed the Aetolian League, dating from
prehistoric times to the Roman conquest. The Museum
includes the permanent exhibition and a multipurpose room.
The exhibition is organized into six chronological units, starting
from the first traces of habitation and the establishment of
the Sanctuary of Apollo and concluding with its decline. The
archaeological material is supported by explanatory texts,
drawings and reconstructions, as well as leaflets with additional
information, and texts and drawings in Braille writing. More
information is provided in the multipurpose room, through
interactive applications. Aerial photographs and plan of the
exhibition area, provide an initial introduction for the visitor.

?’ ‘E€0d0¢ KivdUvou
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EKOE2IAKO2. XQPOX

ENOTHTA 1 «Ev T} OUVOOW TWV LEYAAWV 08WV»... 0 OEpOG

Puoiko repBAANOV Kal ap

To katapputo oporEdlo Tou OEppou BpioKeTal o€ UWOUETPO
360 p. BA. g Aipvng Tpywvidag oe 6éon @uaosl oxupn,
TIPOOTATEVOMEVY] A0 TIG BOUVOKOP@EG Tou [MavattwAlkol
Kat Ta vpwpata g AypAdg. XTo XWPOo auto dnuloupynoOnke
T0 lepd TOU ATTOAAWVOG, TTOU QTAWVETAL OTOUG TTPOTIOSEG TOU
vpwpatog Meyahdkkog. AOyw NG oTPATNYIKNG Tou B€ong
Xapakmmpiletal aro tov Axald L.otopilkd MoAUBLO «dKPOTTOALG
ouptaong t¢ AitwAiagy. O @UOIKOG TAOUTOG Kal N KOUPLKT TOU
0€0m 0TO OTAUPOSPOUL HETAEY TNG OPEWVNG Kal TNG TESVNG
AITWAIAG TIPOCEPEPE IOAVIKEG CUVONKEG YL TNV EYKATACTAON)
TTANOUOUAKWY ouadwy, 1dn amd Ta TPOLOTOPLIKA XPOvid.
JUvtopa e€eixOnKe o€ TOMO GUVAVTNONG KAl CUVAAANAYNG
KOLVOTTWV Ttou avaldntoloav TNV AoKNoT KOWWV AATPEU-
TIKWV TIPAKTIKWY, KUPIWG OE TIEPLOSOUC KPIOEWYV KAL TIOAEUWV.
AvaueiBola, To @ualko replBaiiov kaBodploe TV idpuaon Tou
lepol otov TOmo auto. To Bivteo mou mpoBANAETAL KATASEL-
KVUEL TN Ox€on MG QUONG UE TNV APXALOAOYIKY] KANPOVOLILA TOU
O¢puou. Emiong, ta tpia mpwta eKOEUATA TTOU TTPOEPXOVTAL
antd ™ XpuooPitoa OEpuou, cuvdeovTal HE TO TIEPIRAANOV.
Mpokettat ya Svo mMAva veorlBIKA eldwha (€K, 1), sykbwv
YUVAIKWY, CUMBOAWV TNG YoviudmTag ™G yng (mpobnkn 1),
kal AiBwo tpBeio oitou.

Mia emypapn, dU0 OYELg, TPELG ONUATIES
(mpobnkn 17)

E€€xov €kBepa kal povadlkng LOTOPLKNG onpaciag eivatl n
XaAKwN appiypapn omin (0,43 x 0,36 x 0,05 w.), n omoia
QITOTEAEL TNV TIPWTN EMLYPAPLKT HapTUpia Yo TNV TauTtion
Tou lepou (eIk. 2), kabwg otn B’ 6Um avaypapetal tL Empene
va avaptnOei «év Opuw £v TR iep@® To0 ATOAAWVOG». Bpebnke
OTO ONKO Tou vaol Tou ATTOANwVOG artd tov . Xwmpeladn to
1898. Eival KoiAn E0WTEPLKA KAl OTO AVW TUNA TNG OXNUaA-
Tiletal kopwvig. DEpel SlaopeTikn emypapn oe KAbe oY,
mou €xouv xapaxBel pe dtapopd 30 mepimou XPOVWY UETAED
TOUG. 2NV a’ oyn avaypa@stal GUVONKN Kal cuppaxia
HeTaL AttwAwv kat Akapvavwy (260-250 m.X.), otnv oroia
opidetal wg PUOIKO Oplo PETAEY TWV SU0 €BVWV O TTOTAUOG
AxeAwog. Emiong avagépovtal MOATIKA SIKAWUATA, OTWG
N EMlyapia Kat n €yKmaolg yng. Xt B’ own avaypd@etal
YEWBALTIKA armto@aon dlatmtwy tou OQuppeiou, mou opilel
Ta Opla SU0 AKAPVAVIKWY TIOAEWY, Twv Owladwyv Kat g
Mntpomolewg (235-232 m.X.). XUu@wWva PE TO Keipevo
NG ETLYPAPNG N OTNAN £Mpene va avaptnOsi oto lepo tou
O¢puou amd toug AttwAoulg, oto lepd Tou AKTiOU Ao TOUG
Akapvaveg kat ota lepd twv AsApwy, Tng O\uurtiag Kat g
Awdwvng amod Kowvou.

ek.-fig. 1

MAva el8WALA EYKUWY YUVALKWV.
XpuooBitoa O¢ppou. NeohBikn emoxn

Clay figurines of pregnant women.
Chrysovitsa, near Thermos. Neolithic period

EXHIBITION

UNIT 1 “Where the great roads meet ...... Thermos”

The natural environment and the cultural heritage of Thermos

The plain of Thermos is situated at a height of 360m NE of
Lake Trichonis in a naturally defended location, protected by
the peaks of Mt. Panaitoliko and Agrilia. The Sanctuary of
Apollo was established here, at the foot of the Megalakkos hill.
Due to its strategical position the Achaean historian Polybius
termed it as the “Acropolis of all Aetolia”. The natural wealth
and its nodal position at the crossroads between upland and
lowland Aetolia provided ideal conditions for a community to
flourish from the prehistoric period onwards. Soon, it has been
developed into a place for meeting and exchange between
communities who sought to perform common religious rituals,
especially at times of difficulty or war. Without doubt the natural
environment determined the establishment of the Sanctuary
at this site. The Video shows the relationship between nature
and archaeological heritage of Thermos. Indeed, the first three
exhibits, from Chrysovitsa near Thermos, can be linked to it.
These are the two clay figurines of pregnant women (fig. 1),
symbols of the earth’s fertility (case 1) and a quernstone for
grinding wheat.

An inscription with two sides and three meanings
(case 17)

A bronze double-sided stele (0.43x0.36x0.05m.) is an
exceptional find of unique historical significance, which
provides the earliest written evidence for the identity of the
Sanctuary (fig. 2). At the end of the backside, it provides the
information that the inscription should have been set up “in
the Sanctuary of Apollo at Thermos”. It was found in the cella
(enclosed chamber) of the Temple of Apollo in 1898 by G.
Soteriades. It is hollow and has a curved top. Each side has
a different inscription engraved thirty years apart. On the
front side is a treaty of alliance between Aetolians and
Acarnanians (260-250 BC), which defines the river Acheloos
as the boundary between the two nations and refers to
the political rights of epigamia (legal rights of marriage) and
enktesis (right to hold property). On the back side is the result
of arbitration by arbitrators from Thyrreion about a boundary
dispute, which defined the boundaries of the two Acarnanian
cities, Metropolis and Oiniadai (235-232 BC). According to the
text of the inscription, the stele should have been placed in
the Sanctuary of Apollo at Thermos by the Aetolians, in the
Sanctuary at Aktion by the Acarnanians and jointly at the
Sanctuaries of Olympia, Delphi and Dodona.

ewk.-fig. 2

XAaAKvn apeiypagn otAn. Bpébnke 0to onko tou vaou tou ATIOAWVOG,.
A’ 0Un: Zuvenkn ocuppaxiog AttwAwy kat Akapvavwy, 260-250 m.X.
B’ oyn: Mewdarttikr) anogaon opiwv petaft Owiadwv kat Mntpomoiewg, 235-232 mt.X.

Bronze double-sided, inscribed stele. Found in the cella of the temple of Apollo.
Front: Treaty of alliance between the Aetolians and the Acarnanians, 260-250 BC.
Back: Decree for the determination of boundary between QOiniadai and Metropolis, 235-232 BC



«EvV TOUTW TG TONW ol AitwAot ...»

KataoKeun 5

MapTupieg yla TNV OLKIOTIKY), (PUAETIKN KAl TNV KOWVWVIKO-
TIOALTLKY) OPYAVWOT] TWV AITWAWY AITOTEAOUV TA KEIPEVA TWV
apxaiwv ocuyypapewy, OTI0U AVAPEPETAL OTL KATOLKOUOAV O€
ATEIXLIOTEG KWEG, EVW ouvaoTi{ovTav yla TNV aVTIETWITION
KOWWV eEWTEPIKWV KIvOUVWV. Artd tov Ounpo xapakmpilovrat
«Ueyddupow (UEYaAOPUXOL) KOl «UEVEXAPUAL (AKAOVITTOL 0T paxm).
Q¢ oxupn vautikn duvaun ouppeteixav pe 40 mioia oy
Tpwikn Ekotpateia mévte moAelg (Misupwy, Kahudwy, XaAkig,
‘O\evog, MuArvn) und 1o Baohia Goa. And Tov Ooukudidn
xapaktnpilovrat BapBapol Kat wHoPayol, aAAd ta JTAouaola
EUPTUATA TWV VEKPOTAPEIWY TWV TIOAEWY, HAPTUPOUV UPNAO
TIOMTIOULKO emtimedo. O 1oTtopikog Ayabapyiéng (2o¢ at. m.X.)
avagepeL: «ot AITwAol TEPLOTOTEPO ATTO TOUG AAAOUC avVOPWITOUG
gival Tooo 1o €tolpol va nebavouv, 600 Kat va (Noouv atnv
TIOAUTEAELQ.

Kata tov Xtpafwva n ArtwAia xwplldtav atny apxaia kat tnv
emikTNTO (€IK. 3). TNV MPWTIN AVAKE N TIEPLOXN VOTLA TOU
0poug ApakuvBou, omou 1BPUBNKAV ONUAVTIKEG TTIOAELG NON
arto ™ Muknvaikr) eroxr) (Mieupwv, Kahudwyv, Xahkig, MuAvvn,
‘OAevog), KABWC Kal ol TIESIVEG EKTATELS YUPW arto TN Alpvn
Tpixwvida, otig omoieg avinoav ol rtoAelg Putatov, Tpixovelov,
Akpat, Métara, Mapepia, Giotuov, Boukdtiov, @<atiov, Aypiviov.
>V erikmto ArtwAla avikay ol BOpELEG Kal BOPELOAVATONKES
OPELVEG TIEPLOXEG, Ol OTTOIEG KATOWKNONKAV QIO QUTWALKA (PUAQ,
onwg ot Euputaveg, ot Aypaiol, ot Artepavtol, ot O@loveig, ot
Bwieig, ot KaAAieig, ot Artodotol. O ©@oukudidng avagEépel mwg
gixav v dla Bpnokeia, YA\ wooa, 110n kat €0ua, evw amo TIG
«Qoiviocoeg» tou Eupumidn yvwpiloupe ot S1€BeTav pPeydain
TIOAELLKY] IKAVOTNTA.
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Apxaia xwpata ... 0To QWG

H avaokapn g év ABrvaig Apxaloloyikng Etalpeiag otov
Oéppo amotelel pia amd TIC MAAALOTEPEG OTOV €AAASIKO
XWPO (K. 4) KL €xel oUVOEDEl Ue HeYANEG HOP@EG EANM VWY
apxaloAoywv. Apxloe 1o 1897 amo tov Epopo Apxatotitwy Kat
kaBnynm g lotopiag oto Mavermomuo ABnvwy I Zwmpadn
(ewk. 5) kal guveyioke amod tov kadnyntr Apxalohoyiag oto
Mavemomuio Osogoalovikng K. A. Pwuaio (gk. 6). Kata Tig
TIPWTEG AVAOKAPEG NABAV OTO PWG TA TTEPLOCOTEPA LIVNUELQ
TOU Xwpou kat mAN6og eupnuatwyv. O Pwuaiog, avagpépet:
«6TaV TTOTE AVaoKAPWOl MANPWS ai otoai Kai Td @AAa KTiouata,
0 apxatoAoytkog Tommog Ba dmofei kata v EAAGSa Lovadikogy.
H vewtepn avaokaen apxloe to 1983 kal cuvexidetal £wg
onuepa and tov Ouotwo kabnynt Khaoikng Apxaloloyiag
Tou lMavemomuiov lwavvivwy, I. A. MNanamootoAou.

DwTtoypapieg TWV MPWTWV AVATKAPWY, TTOPTRAITA TWY AVOOKa-
PEWV, ENMIOTOAN TOU [ Zwtnpladn mpog TV ApXaloAoyIkn
Etaupeia, to eupemplo tou K. A. Pwpaiou pE TIG TPWTEG Kata-
YPAPEG KAt AANO APXELAKO UALKO, TIAPEXOUV TTOAUTLUEG TTANPO-
(POPIEG Yla TNV LoToPia TNG €pPEUVAg Kal TNV astoKaAuyn Tou
TIEPLWVUIOU lepou.

ewk.-fig. 3
XAaptng pe Ta AtwAka QU
KOL TLG ONUAVTIKOTEPEG TTOAELG TNG AlTwALAG

Map of the Aetolian tribes and the most
important cities of Aetolia (Antonetti 1990)
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construction 5

The texts of ancient authors provide evidence for the social
organization of the Aetolians in settlements and tribes.
They reported that the Aetolians lived in unfortified villages
but united against external threats. Homer characterised
the Aetolians as “great-hearted” and “staunch in battle”.
Five cities under the leadership of King Thoas (Plevron,
Calydon, Chalkis, Olenos and Pylene) took part in the Trojan
expedition with the substantial naval force of 40 ships.
Thucydides described them as barbarous eaters of raw
meat but the rich findings in their cemeteries demonstrate
an advanced civilization. The historian Agatharchides (2nd
century BC) records that “the Aetolians, more than any others,
were just as ready to die as to live in luxury”.

According to Strabo, Aetolia was separated into two parts,
one ancestral and one acquired (fig. 3). The area south of Mt.
Arakynthos (where important cities had already been founded
in the Mycenaean period: Plevron, Calydon, Chalkis, Olenos
and Pylene) as well as the lowland districts around Lake
Trichonis where the cities of Phytaion, Trichoneion, Akrai,
Metapa, Pamphia, Phistyon, Boukation, Thestion and Agrinion
flourished, belonged to the ancestral Aetolia. The northern
and north-eastern upland regions where Aetolian tribes,
such as Evrytanians, Agraioi, Aperantoi, Ophiones, Bomieis,
Kallieis and Apodotoi, were settled, belonged to the acquired
part of Aetolia. Thucydides added that they shared the same
religion, language, values and customs while they could field
a very substantial and effective army according to the tragedy
“Phoenician Women” of Euripides.

L ew.-fig. 6
Kwvotavtivog Pwpaiog
Konstantinos Rhomaios

(1874-1966)

The excavation of the Sanctuary of Apollo Thermios is one of
the oldest excavations of the Archaeological Society of Athens
in Greece (fig. 4) and has been associated with notable Greek
archaeologists. The excavation was started in 1897 by the
Superintendent of Antiquities and Professor of History at the
University of Athens, G. Soteriades (fig. 5) and it was continued
by K. A. Rhomaios, Professor of Archaeology at the University
of Thessaloniki (fig. 6). Most of the area’s monuments and the
numerous finds came to light during these periods. Rhomaios
noted that “when the stoas (porticos) and the other buildings
(in the Sanctuary) are fully excavated, this archaeological site is
going to be the only one of its kind in Greece”. The most recent
excavation began in 1983 and has been continued until the
present by I. A. Papapostolou, Emeritus Professor of Classical
Archaeology of University of loannina.

Archival material, such as photographs from the first excavations,
portraits of the excavators, a letter from G. Soteriades to
the Archaeological Society of Athens, the initial catalogue of
the artifacts in the Old Museum at Thermos written by K. A.
Rhomaios, provide valuable information for the history of the
excavations and the discovery of this renowned Sanctuary.

ew.-fig. 4
O vaodg tou AntoAwvog Oeppiou. 1899
The temple of Apollo Thermios. 1899

Geqtgio?goteriad
(1852-1942)



ENOTHTA 2
O nPoioTOPIKOG OLKIGHOG.

Tomog cuvavtnong Kat cuval\ayng (mpoOnkn 2)

H otopia tou Ofpuou xavetat ota Babn twv awvwyv. Ta
TPWLLOTEPA XV Katoiknong avayovtat rpty To 1700 mt.X. ue
TN HOPQPY] OPUYMATWY NUIUTTOYEIWY KaAuBwv. Aiyo apyotepa
dnuoupyseital LOVIHOG OKIOUOG, A0 TOUG ONUAVTIKOTEPOUG
TIou €xouv epeuvnOel otov eANadIKO Xwpo (K. 7). Aro To
1500 m.X. &€xetal TG embpdoelg Tou MuknvdikoU TTOATIGHOU,
XWPI¢ wotdéco va avadelxbel TOTE Ot LOXUPO SLOLKNTIKO
KEVTPO AVAKTOPLKOU TUTTOU. AV Kdl aypOTOKTNVOTPOPIKOU
XAPAKTPA, EEMEPAoe Ta atevd opla TG AltwAiag Kat dnuwolp-
YNOE ELTTOPIKEG ETTAPEG UE TA UEYANA KEVTPA Tou Muknvaikol
KOopou. Ta oTtiTia Tou OIKIoHoU Xapaktmpi{ovtal armo JolKiAia
WG TIPOG TN Mop®n Kal To pEyedog (ewk. 8). Eival tetpaywva,
opBoywvia, KAUTTUAOYpappa Kal eAAewpoeldn. Eixav AiBwvn
OepeNiwon Kal TO AVw TUNUA TWV TOXWV KAl 1) OTEYN TOUG
kataokevalovtav arto EUAQ, kadpua kat TmAo. To orroudaldtepo
KAl LEYAAUTEPO KTN)PLo NTav To Méyapo A, mou Asttoupyouaos
WG €6pa TOU TOTIKOU ApXovTd. AUO PEYANEG KATAOTPOWPES
EMANEQV TOV OLIKIOUO, N TTPWTN To 1450 71.X. Kal 1 OpLOTIKN
YUpw oto 1100/1050 m.X., E7TOXY) TTOU KATACTPEPOVTAL Kal
TA HEYAANA MUKNVAIKA KEVTPA. ATIO TOV OLKIOUO TIPOEPXETAL
TIANO0G UIKPWV Kal PEYAAWY ayYElwy, TTOU XPNOLUOTToloUoayV
Ol KATOLKOL 0NV Kadnuepvi Toug {wn (ayysia amoBnkeuong
UYPWYV, AVTANOMG, TTIOOEWG Kal oitiong). Evtaooovtal og tpeLg
KUPLEG KATNYOPIEG KEPAULKNG: TNV AUAUPOXPWUN NG UETO-
eAMadIKNG TTapddoong yUpw ota pEoa TG 2nG Xhetiag m.X.
(k. 9), ™ vtoma xeporoinm (etk. 10) kat ™ HUKNVAIKA,
VTOTTIa Kal elonypeévn (ek. 11-12). Yy mpobnkn 2 ektibevtal
AVTUTPOOWITEUTIKA Selypata Twy SU0 MPpWITWV KATNYOPLWV:
nibol, aupopeig, kuabol, KUAIKESG, KavBapol, kpatnplokol,
TIPOXOLOKEG, ApUTALVEG, KUTTEANQ, USPIEG LIE AUAUPOXPWLLY) SLOKO-
OUNOT, TIPOEPXOMEVA ATTO VTOTTIA EQpYA0TNPLA. AIAKOOUOUVTAL LIE
KUUATOELOELG, OPLOEIBEIG Kal TEOAAOUEVES YPAUUES, NIUKUKALG,
{atpikia K.a.

Katalouta Aatpeiag oTov npoioTopIKO OKIOUO
(mpobnkn 3)

H tekunplwon ™G AATpeiag oToug TTPoicTOPIKOUG XPOVOUG
elval e€alpeTikd SUOKOAN KAl 1] AVIXVEUOT] TWV AATPEUTIKWYV
TIPAKTIKWY oXedOV aduvatn, Kabwg ol TANPOoPopIleg amnod
TA avaokaEka dedopéva Kal Ta eupnuata eival ENAXIOTEG.
210 Méyapo A evtomioTKav UKPOL aveoTpapévol midot, ol
ortoloL TIEPLEiYaV XWHa, AVOPaKES Kal Kapéva ootd {wWwv, Tou
eVOEXOUEVWG OXETI(OVTAL UE TEAETOUPYIKY) TTPAEN PUAAENG LEPNG
otaxmg Ouolwv 1N TPOoPOoPwWV. ACKNOT AATPEUTIKWY TTPAEEWV
TOavov UModNAWVoUV Ta Alyd HUKNVAIKA «TEAETOUPYLKA»
OKeUM, €va OTOVOIKO PUTO, YEPUPOOTOUOG QAMPOPEAG, Kal
KUTteEAAa TUTTIOU Baelol. Yty mpobnkn 3 mapouaialovrat
QVTUTPOOWITEUTIKA SELYMATA TG HUUKNVAIKNG KEPAULIKNG (Elomy-
Héva ayyela Kal QITOLUUNOEL eVTIOMIAC TTAPAYWYNS, €Ealpe-
TIKNG TT0LOTNTAC), evw e€€xouaa BO€om KATAAAUPAVEL UKPOG
AUPOPEAG E YEPUPOOTOUN TIPOXON TTOU SLOKOOUEITAL UE
Suthoug melekelg o {wveg (e1k. 11) Kat To OTMOVSIKO PUTO UE
napopola Stakdounon (k. 12). I18waitepa onuavtika sivat
Ta O0TPAKA EKOVIOTIKOU pubuou, ota ormoia dtacwdlovrtal
QATEIKOVIOELG aVOPWTITIVWYV HOPPWY, PUTIKWY Kal {WIKWV
OgUATWY. XapaKMPLOTIKA Elval Ta OOTPAKA AJT0 KPATNPES LIE
TIAPACTACT TOAEUOTWY Kal Tmvwv (120¢ at. 1.X.).

Mua avOnpn kowvotnta oty Kapdia g Au

eik.-fig. 7 : S £l o
TXESLAOTIKY) AVATTAPACTAOT-TOU TIPOLGTOPLKOU OKIoHOU (axedto D. Wardle) '.’-;/{

Reconstruction of the prehistoric settlement (drawing by D. Wardle)

ewk.-fig. 8
Kdatoyn kat agpopwtoypagia twv Kmpiwv
TOU TTPOLOTOPLIKOU OLKIGOU

=2 Ground plan and aerial view of the buildings

m of the prehistoric settlement
3

ew.-fig. 12
PuTo pe Slakoounon Suthwv
mieNékewV o€ {WveG. Elonyuévo.
TeAETOUPYIKO OKEVOG YLA OTIOVOEG,.
Owia al. Npw oto 1500 m.X.

Rhyton decorated with zones of
double axes. Imported. Ritual libation
vessel. House al. c. 1500 BC

ew.-fig. 11
Aunpopeag pe Tpelg AaBeg kat tpoxon. DEpet mhovaota yparmt)
SLAKOOUNOM SUTAWY TTEAEKEWV KAl TEOAATUEVWY YPAUUWY OE {WVEG.
Etonyuévo. Owia al. Mpw oto 1500 m.X.

Bridge spouted jar with three handles decorated with zones
of double axes and zigzag lines.
Imported. House al. c. 1500 BC

ew.-fig. 10

Aiwtog okUPOog

HE UTTEPUPWHEVEG TPLYWVIKEG AABEG.
Owia a5. 1600- 1200 r.X.

Two-handled skyphos (cup)
with raised triangular handles.
House a5. 1600-1200 BC

ek.-fig. 9
ALPOPEQG LE YPAUMIKT
apaupdxpwun dtakdounon. Owia al.

Méoa 2ng x\etiag r.X.

Amphora with linear matt-painted
decoration. House al.
Mid-2nd millennium BC

‘ A flourishing community at the heart of Aetolia

UNIT 2
The prehistoric settlement.

A place to meet and conduct transactions (case 2

The history of Thermos is lost in the mists of time. The
earliest traces of habitation date to 1700 BC, in the form of
the cuttings for semi-subterranean huts. Some years later a
permanent settlement, one of the most important excavated
in Greece for the period, was established (fig. 7). Around
1500 BC it was influenced by Mycenaean civilization, but
it never became a major administrative palace-type centre.
Although the settlement was an agricultural community, its
commercial contacts extended well beyond the narrow limits
of Aetolia to some of the major centres of the Mycenaean
world. The buildings vary in form and size (fig. 8). They
are square, rectangular, curvilinear and apsidal with stone
foundations of local limestone. The upper parts of the walls
and the roof were made of wood, reeds and clay. The most
important building was Megaron A, which is considered to
be the seat of the local ruler. Two major disasters befell
the prehistoric settlement, the first c. 1450 BC and the last
around 1100/1050 BC, when the great Mycenaean centres
were destroyed. Numerous small and large vessels, used by
the residents in their daily lives (for storage and decanting
of liquids and for eating and drinking) came to light from the
settlement. They fall into three main categories of ceramics:
a) matt-painted in the Middle Helladic tradition (fig. 9), b) local
handmade (fig. 10) and c) Mycenaean, both imported and
local (fig. 11-12). Representative examples of the first two
categories are exhibited in case 2: pithoi, jars, bowls of different
sizes, dippers, cups, and jars with matt-painted decoration, all
from local workshops. They are decorated with wavy lines,
S-patterns and zigzags, semi-circles, chequerboard, etc.

Evidence of cult from the prehistoric settlement
(case 3)

The archaeological documentation of cult in the prehistoric
period is extremely difficult and the detection of ritual practices
almost impossible, since little information is provided by the
archaeological finds. Inside Megaron A, small inverted jars,
containing soil, fragments of charcoal and burnt animal
bones were found. This probably reflects a ritual act for
safekeeping the sacred ash from sacrifices or offerings.
Probable indications of ritual activity include Mycenaean
“ritual” vessels such as rhyton for libations, bridge-spouted
jar and cups of “Vapheio” type. In case 3 are exhibited
representative examples of Mycenaean pottery: imported
vases of high quality and local imitations. The small bridge-
spouted jar decorated with zones of double axes (fig. 11)
and the rhyton with similar decoration (fig. 12) are prominent
exhibits. Particularly important are the sherds of the figured
style, with human figures, plant and animal motifs. The
sherds of kraters featuring birds and warriors are also
characteristic (12th C BC).




Kaénpepivn {wn kat toAepog (mpobnkn 4)

Tnv evaoxoAnon Twv KAToikwv Tou TPoioTopIKoU OIKIOOU
LE AYPOTOKTINVOTPOPIKEG SPACTNPLOTNTEG, TO KUVNAYL KAl TOV
TIOAEMO, emBefatwvel n avevpeon AOVwY epyaleiwv Kat
OnmAwyv. EktiBevtal Tputthpeg, o@UPES, akovia, agiveg Kal
MIKPA KOTTTIKA TTUPITOMOIKA epyaleia, TTou xpnoluorolouvtay
ya v ene€epyacia AAwV UNKWY, OnmwG EUANO, KOKKAAO,
Képato kal &épua. Ta ooTéva atyunped avrikeipeva (ormeig)
xpnoipevav ot datpnon Sepudtwy 11 AAAWV UAKWV. Ta
OTTAQ AVTITPOCWITEVOVTAL At XAAKIVEG ALXUEG dopATWYV
Kal €MeEEPYACUEVOUG XAUAIOUG KATTPOU artd TNV €MEVOUCT)
080vVToppaKkTou Kpavoug (k. 13-14). Eviiagpépov napouatadlel
TMALVOG KUKALKOG S10KOG E ULKPEG OTIEC OTNV AVW ETTPAVELA
Tou, Ttou Oupilel kepnBpa.

ewk.-fig. 15
YxedlaaTikn avartapdotaon Meydpou A

H owia B - éva mpoloTopiké artitt (mpobnkn 6)

H owia B, mou Bpioketal ota vVOTIOAVATOAKA TOU vaoU Tou
AnoA\wvog Oeppiou, AmMOTEAEl AVTUTPOCWITEUTIKO Seiyua
OUVOETOU TIPOIOTOPIKOU OTITIOU PE EAAEWDOELDEG TTEPlypAMA
(14,80 x 5,20 ), artoteAoUpeVo arto Tpia Swudatia (ew. 17). Mpog
Ta SUTIKA Slapoppwvotav aulr) (B3). Txvn eotiag kat xutporoug
0o8nyouV 0NV UNIOBECT TIWG AUTOG O XWPOG AEITOUPYOUTE Yl
TNV €EUNMMNPETNON TWV KABNUEPIVWY AVAYKWY, OTIWG 1) TIPOE-
TOWaOoIa KAl TTAPACKEUT TOU payntou. To voTtloTepo Swidrtio 32
XPNOWOTTIOLEITO WG ATOBNKEUTIKOG XWPOG, KaBwg edw PBpeOnke
TTANBWPA TIIBOEIBWV AYYEIWV Kal XPNOTIKWY OKELWV (ELK. 18).
H otéyn ntav dippixm pe Bolwt Slapoppwon oto aPldbwto
MEPOG. Mepika arto ta ayyeia tou dwuatiou B2 extiBevtal omv
TPoBNKN 6 (e. 19). Ektdg amd toug miboug XapaKTnploTikol
€lval ol KPATNPEG HE TIG TPLYWVIKEG AaBEG.

%
ew.-fig. 13 / : o,
Tunpa Tooypaiag anod to avakTopo g Muiou P
UE TTApAcTACT TIOAEULOTH TTIOU (POPA 080VTOPPAKTO KPAVOG \ .

Part of fresco from the palace in Pylos showing a warrior with a boar’s tusk helmet

To Méyapo A: £€6pa Tou Tomikol apxovta (mpobnkn 5)

To ONUAVTIKOTEPO KAl LEYAAUTEPO KTY)PLO TOU TTPOICTOPLKOU
OKIoMoU NTav To Méyapo A, mou ktiotnke mptv to 1500 r.X. kat
XPNOoomomenKe we apxnyikn €dpa. Eival emipnkeg (22 x 6 W.)
pe aPdbwto to Bopelo akpo tou (ek. 15-16). O toixol Tou,
armo TTAAKOELSElIG AiBoug, eival eEAaA@PWG KAMITUAOL TTPOG TO
E0WTEPLKO, dnuoupywvtag Ooloedn otéyn. H avwdoun,
OTWG Kal N OTEYY, NTAV EUAOTTAEKTN KAl ETLXPLOUEVN UE
TMAO. Xnuepa owdetal povov N AlBvn BOgpeliwon Ttou.
Eykapotiot Toixol xwpilouv To ECWTEPLKO TOU O€ Tpla SwUATLA.
Kataotpagpnke tov 110 at. 1m.X., 0nwg Kal Ta UTITOAOUTA KTTpla
TOU olKlopoU. H uikpn emttoixia mpoOnkn guogevel mmAvo
KUTTEAAO UE QUAUPOXPWUN YPAUUKY Stakoounon ™G Mpwiung
Eroxng tou Xi6npou, mou mbavoloyeital otL BpEdnke oto
Méyapo A (eik. 22).

ew.-fig. 17
Kdatoym kat oxedlaoTIKY avanapaotaon
™G owiag B (oxédlo D. Wardle)

Ground plan and reconstruction
of house b (drawing by D. Wardle)

ewk.-fig. 14

XauAot ayploxolpou eneEepYATUEVOL YIA TNV EMEVEUOT] 080VTOPPAKTOU KPAVOUG.
Ta KpAvn AUTOU ToU TUTTOU XPNOLUOTIOLOUVTAV amd TNV apxouod Taén

TwV Muknvaiwv moleptotwy. Owieg al-a2. Méoa 2ng x\etiag r.X.

Tusk plaques from a boar’s tusk helmet. Helmets of this type were used by the ruling
class of Mycenaean warriors. Houses al-a2. Mid- 2nd millennium BC

Megaron A. Residence of the local ruler (case 5)

The largest and most important building in the prehistoric
settlement was the apsidal building, known as Megaron A,
which was built before 1500 BC and served probably as the
residence of the local ruler. It is elongated (22 x 6 m.) with an
apsidal northern end (fig. 15-16). The walls on the long sides
were made of flat stone slabs and slope inwards perhaps to
create a vaulted roof. The upper structure and the roof were
of wattle-and-daub but today, only the stone footings survive.
The interior is divided by cross walls into three rooms. Like all
the other buildings in the settlement, it was destroyed around
the 11th century BC. The small case houses a cup with Early
Iron Age style matt-painted decoration which is supposed to
have been found inside Megaron A (fig. 22).

ew.-fig. 18
>xedlaoTtikn avarapdotaon tou dwuatiou B2 (oxedio D. Wardle)

Reconstruction of room b2 (drawing by D. Wardle)

Every day life and war (case 4)

The occupation of the inhabitants of the prehistoric settlement
with farming, hunting and war is confirmed by the discovery
of stone tools and weapons. In case 4 grinders, hammers,
whetstones and axes as well as small cutting tools of flint
used for processing other materials such as wood, bone, horn
and leather are exhibited. The bone awls were used to pierce
leather or other materials. Weaponry is represented by bronze
spearheads and tusk plates from a boar’s tusk helmet (fig. 13-14).
A circular clay disc with small holes in the upper surface looks
like a honeycomb.

ewk.-fig. 16
Méyapo A. 1899

Megaron A. 1899

House b - a prehistoric house (case 6)

House b, located SE of the temple of Apollo Thermios, is a
representative example of a complex oval house (14,80 x 5,20 m.)
formed by three rooms with a courtyard to the west (fig. 17).
Traces of a hearth and a cooking stand lead to the assumption
that this area has a domestic function, such as the food
preparation. The southern room b2 was used for storage,
because pithoi (large jars) and other domestic vessels were
found here (fig. 18). The pitched roof was shaped into a curve
at the apsidal end. Some of the vessels from room b2 can be
seen in case 6 (fig. 19). Besides pithoi, kraters with triangular
handles are also characteristic vessels from this room.

ew.-fig. 19
M Awva xelporointa ayyeia ano to dwudtio B2. Méoa 2ng xktetiag m.X.

Clay handmade vases from room b2. Mid-2nd millennium BC



ENOTHTA 3 UNIT 3
Mpwiun Emoxn tou Z1énpou. Early Iron Age.
‘Evag véog olklopog otn 6€on tou rtalawou ... A new settlement on the ruins of the old...

META TNV Kataotpo®n N {wn otnv Kowvetnta cuvexidetat after the destruction life in the community goes on

Mia onpavtikn emoxn apxidel otov O¢ppo tov 11o at m.X,
ETOXN avatapa&ewyv Kal Kpiong, yvwoTtn wg «XKOTEVOlL
Alwveg», Tou akoAouBsl TNV Katappevon tou Muknvdikol
TIOATIoMOU. Mavw oTta €PEUTIA TOU TIPOIOTOPLKOU OIKIOUOU
glvat mBavo ot ktidetal €vag véog, amd Tov omoio Slaow-
Onkav elaxlota Ktnplaka katalouta. H dpuon tou véou
olkiopoL ™G Mpwiung Emoxng tou Xi6npou (11o¢ - 9o¢ at. m.X.)
OUVOEETAL UE TNV EUPAVION WLAG VEAG Katnyopiag apaupo-
XPWMUNG KEPAMIKNG, TTIOU OEXETAL ETUPPOEG TIAEOV QITO TOV
BopeloduTikd TTOMTIOMIKO Xwpo. Ot emapeg pe ) votia EANGdSa
SLOKOTITOVTAL KAl Ol ETMISPATELS TIPOEPXOVTAL TTAEOV ATTO TNV
‘Hrtelpo kat ™ Auvtikry Makedovia.

Méyapo B: apxnytkn €6pa Kat Xwpog KOWVOTIKWYV
ouvabpoioewv (Tpobnkn 7)

To HEYAAUTEPO KAl ONUAVTIKOTEPO KTNPLO TOU OLKIOUOU NG
Mpwiung Emoyng tou Xidnrpou ivat to yvwotd Méyapo B, rou
ktiotnke tov 110 at m.X. (€. 20). ATTOKAAUPONKE KATW Ao
TO vao tou ATTOAWVOC (ek. 21) kat onpepa Sgv gival opato.
Mpokeltal yla emipnkeg kmpto (21,40 x 7,30 W.) UE TPLUEPN
Slaipeon kat eloodo ota votia. AsttoupyoUae TOAVOV WG
APXNYIKN £€6pa KAl XWPOGC KOWVOTIKWY auvadpoioswv. Eixe AMBwvn
Oepeliwon Kat | avwdour Tou HTav amod EUAa Kal Kaldaua
ETIXPLOMEVA HE TINAO. ApXIKA €ixe OewpnOel OTL artoteAel ouVE-
XEA TNG APXITEKTOVIKNG TAPAdoong Twyv aPldwTtwy mpoioTo-
PIKWYV KTNPIlwY, AOyw TNG KAUWTUAOTNTAG TWV TOiXWwV Tou,
aAAA Kal TTPOSPOUN HOP®T TOU SwpLkol TEPUTTEPOU vaou,
KaOwg Pe auto eixe ouvdebel Oelpd AKAVOVIOTWY TTAAKWYV
TIOU €ixav epunveuBel amd TOuG MPWTOUG AVACKAPEIG WG
Baoelg Kiovwy. Ol VEWTEPEG OUWG EPEUVEG TOU kaBnyntn I. A.
Manartootolou amnédelkay, otL To Méyapo B ktiomke €&apyng
WG KAVOVIKO opBoywVvio KTNPLo XWwPIG eploTaon Kal, JETA TNV
KATAOTPOMT| TOU, OTIG ApXEG TOU 70U dL. Tt.X., TormoBfsmOnkav
YUpW o auto AiBveg TTAAKEG, TTIoU OpLlaV TO TEUEVOG TNG
Aatpeiag. Ta ayyeia, Kuplwg OCTPAKA, TTIOU TIPOEPXOVTAL ATTO
TOV OLKIOUO, eival xelpormoinTa pe 1o Sladedopévo oxnua to
KUTTEANO (EWK. 22) pe oTPOYYUAO owUa, TIC TTPOXOoUC (EK. 23)
Kal Toug aupopeic (k. 24). H apavpdxpwun dtakoounon
ouviotatal amo KAOeTeG, AOEEG 1] TEONAOUEVEG YPAUUES OE
{wveg, Kaummula oTolxeia, Kpooaola Kal SIKTUWTOUG POUBoUC.
To oUVOAO TNG MPOONKNG CUMITANPWVOUV GPOVOUALA, KUPLWG
QAUPIKWVIKOU OXNULATOG.

ewk.-fig. 22

KUTEANO UE QOUPOXPWHY) YPOMLKY)
Slakoounon PopeloduTIKAG Tapadoong.
MBavov Bpébnke ato Méyapo A.

1106 - 906 at. m.X.

Cup with matt-painted decoration
in the “north-western” tradition.
Probably from Megaron A.

11th - 9th century BC

ew.-fig. 20
Kdtoym tou Meydapou B (oxgdto |. Alapavtonoulog)

Ground plan of Megaron B (drawing by |. Diamantopoulos)
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ewk.-fig. 23

Tunpa XelpormoinTng AoEATUNTNG TIPOXOU UE SLAKOOUNOT SIKTUWTWY POUBWY,
TEONAOUEVWY YPAUUWY KAl OXNUATOTIONUEVWY AVOEWV.

110¢ - 906 av 1.X. (oxédlo D. Wardle)

Part of handmade spouted jug with cross-hatched lozenges,
zigzag lines and stylized flowers.
11th- 9th century BC. (drawing by D. Wardle)

ewk.-fig. 21
To Méyapo B KaTtw aro 1o vao Tou ATIOMWVOG

Megaron B beneath the temple of Apollo

ewk.-fig. 24
TUAHA XELPOTTOINTOU AUPOPEA PE AUAUPOXPWHT
YEWUETPLKN SLAKOTUNOT SIKTUWTWY POUPBWV.
110g - 90¢ at. 1.X. (oxédlo D. Wardle)

Part of handmade matt-painted amphora

with geometric decoration of cross-hatched lozenges.
11th- 9th century BC. (drawing by D. Wardle)

An important new era begins at Thermos in the 11th century BC,
an era of great turbulence and crisis, following the collapse
of the Mycenaean civilization, often known as the “Dark
Ages”. A new settlement was built on the ruins of the old but
only a few traces of the buildings of this settlement survive.
The establishment of this new settlement of Early Iron Age
(11th-9th century BC) is associated with the appearance of
a new category of pottery, hand-made and decorated with
matt-paint in simple geometric patterns, which is related to
the contemporary pottery of northern Greece. Contacts with
southern Greece were interrupted and the influences now
came from Epirus and Western Macedonia.

Megaron B: ruling seat and area for communal
gatherings (case 7)

The largest and most important building of the Early Iron
Age settlement was Megaron B, which was built in the 11th
century BC (fig. 20). It was discovered under the temple of
Apollo Thermios (fig. 21) and today is not visible. It probably
served as ruling seat and as an area for communal gatherings.
This was a rectangular building (21.40 x 7.30 m.) with three
rooms and entrance to the south. The upper part may have
been built of wattle and daub. When first discovered, it was
thought to continue the architectural tradition of the apsidal
prehistoric buildings, due to the curvature of the walls, and also
to be a precursor to the Doric peristyle temple, because of the
existence of a row of irregular slabs, which were interpreted
initially as bases for a colonnade surrounding Megaron B.

New studies by Professor I. A. Papapostolou have shown that
from the very beginning, Megaron B was a regular rectangular
building which did not have a colonnade. The row of slabs was
only put in place after its destruction in the early 7th century
BC and served to define the sacred area (temenos). The vessels,
mostly sherds from cups (fig. 22), jars (fig. 23) and amphorae
(fig. 24), coming from the Iron Age settlement, are handmade
with matt-painted decoration of vertical or oblique zigzag
lines in zones, curved elements, fringes and cross-hatched
lozenges. The display is completed with clay spindle whorls,
usually biconical in shape.



2ta gpeima tov Meyapou B. Ztnv avyn pag
Hakpaiwvng Aatpeiag (mpobnkec 8a-y)

Ta nmpwipdtepa ixvn unaibplag Aatpeiag avayovralr otov
80 - 70 al m.X,, otav £navw ota epeimia Tou Meyapou B
OpLeTal TMAVN €0Tia-PwUOG TEPPASG Yla OAOKAUOTEG Ouaieg,
avolyovtal opUyHATA JIOU £X0UV TAUTIOTEL QIO TOV AVAOKAPEN
He BOOpoug BuolwV Kal TPOTPOPWY, Kal OTO OO0 UEPOG
TOU Ktnpiou dnuioupyeital UIKPOG EUAOTTAEKTOG 0ikOg, OTToU
(pUAACoOVTaV Ta AVaONUATA 1) TA AATPEUTIKA OKEUT. XTI APXES
Tou 70U at. 1.X. TomoBeteital eANeWPOELdNG OElpd SEKAOKTW
OKAVOVIOTWY TTAGKWV YUPW Ao To €PEwUEVO Méyapo B,
Yl VO OPLOBETNOOUV TO TEUEVOG TNG AATPEIOG e TV o0Tia
TwV Buowwyv. O O¢puog Katd Tov 8o Kal 70 al. 1.X. palvetal
OTL Acttoupyel wg lepo aplepwpévo otov AmOAwvaA, o
ormoiog AatpelsTal KAl WG TTPOCTATNG TwV VEWV. [1pog TV
TOU TIPAYUATOTTOOUVTAY TEAETEG EVNALKIWONG TWV €PNPwvV
(cryopudv Kat KOpITowv), KOTA TLG OTTOIEG Ol VEOL TOU APLEPWVAV
TNV KOUN Toug. AuTr TNV NTUXN TNG AATPEiag KATASEIKVUEL
TO TTANB0C XAAKIVWY OENKWTPWV (€K, 25), pue Toug ormoioug
TUAlYyav Toug BooTtpUxoug TG KOUNg (mpodnkn 8B). AN\a
ouvnon avadnuata fTav: mePOveg (K. 26), kappla (ek. 27),
niepiartta (etk. 28), Suthoi meNEKELG (ELK. 29), LLKPOYPAPLKOL
tpoxol (e. 30) k.a., Ta oroia XPOVOAOYIKA EVTACOOVTAL OTOV
100 -70 al. 1t.X. (mpoBnkeg 8a, Y).

O apyupototog ATTOAAWY (rpodnkn 9)

Metd TNV KataoTtpo®n Tou Meydpou B, pe T Aatpeia tou
ATTOMWVOG CUVOEOVTAL UTTEPYELOG PWLOG VLA TNV TEAEOT) BuowV
{wwy, LEPOG AlBog Tou TIBavoV onpaivel mapouacia Beom)Twy,
KaBwg kat «ktiotol BoBpor Buowv pootd atd 10 Méyapo
B, mou mepleixav otaym, ootd (WwV, OOEPEVIA KUPIWG OTTAAL Kal
XaAkwva eldwAla. O apyupotofog ATTOAWY £XEL dITTT PUON:
€lval 0 OpPYLOUEVOG BEOG - TIOAELUOTNG, EKSIKNTIKOG, TILWPOG TG
avBpwrtivng UBPewG. MapdA\nAa sivat o B€6¢ MpooTATNG oV
QUTOTPETTEL TO KAKO, Ogparmevel kat owdel. H ebpeom moAudapOuwy
om\wv oto lepod, axuég Behwv kKat Sopatwv (k. 31), Eipn,
OAUPWTNPEG, LEPIKA AITO Ta orola ekTiBevtal oty mpobnkn 9,
UTTOONAWVEL TOV TTIOAEUKO Xapaktnpa Tou. Ot atyuES Kat Ta BEAN
lowg eixav avatedel amd Kuvnyoug atov ATTOAwWVA «AypeUT)».

ew.-fig. 25
2 PNKWTIPES
Spiral hair ornaments

ewk.-fig. 28
Mepianto
Pendant
ew.-fig. 26
Mepoveg. X 600 amd auTEG OL KEPAAEG TOUG ew.-fig. 27
S1aKOOHOUVTAL PE UKPOYPAPIKA ayYEeia (0vOXO{OoKEG) ‘HAog (kapei)
Pins. The heads of two of them are decorated Nail

with miniature vases (oinochoae, wine jugs)

ew.-fig. 31
216epEVIEG alUEG SopdTwy. Aplepwpata oTto pwipo lepo. 100¢ - 706 at. m.X.

Iron spearheads. Votive offerings at the early sanctuary. 10th - 7th century BC

XaAKiva a@lepwpata oto mpwipo lepd. Mpoépxovtat amd 1o Bwud TEppag.
100¢ - 706 at. 1.X.

Bronze votive offerings at the early Sanctuary (from the ash-altar).
10th - 7th century BC

1 ®

. ew.-fig. 29
eik.-fig. 28 MIKPOYPAPIKOG SUTAGG TTENEKUG
Meplartra pe Hop@N VRV Miniature double axe
Bird pendants

ew.-fig. 30
Mikpoypapikoi Tpoxiokot

Miniature wheels

On the ruins of Megaron B: at the dawn of a long-
lived cult (cases 8a-c)

The earliest traces of outdoor cult date back to the 8th-7th
centuries BC when a clay ash-altar for burnt offerings was set
on the ruins of Megaron B and, according to the excavator,
pits were opened for sacrifices and offerings. A small wattle
and daub hut was built at the rear end of Megaron B to
house the offerings and the ritual equipment. In the early
7th century BC, a row of 18 irregular stone slabs was set
around the site of the former Megaron B, in order to define
the boundary around the sacred precinct with the hearth for
sacrifices. Thermos, in the 8th and 7th century BC, functioned
exclusively as a Sanctuary dedicated to Apollo who was also
worshipped as the patron god of young people. Coming-of-
age rituals for both young men and women were held in honor
of Apollo, in which the young men cut and dedicated their hair
to Apollo. This particular aspect of the cult is demonstrated
by the large number of spiral bronze hair ornaments from the
Sanctuary (fig. 25), with which they wrapped the cut locks
of hair (case 8b). Other frequent offerings to the god were:
pins (fig. 26), nails (fig. 27) pendants (fig. 28), miniature axes
(fig. 29) and wheels (fig. 30) etc., which are dated to the 10th
- 7th century BC.

Apollo Argyrotoxos (with the silver bow) (case 9)

After the destruction of Megaron B, the “over ground rock
altar”, where animal sacrifices were performed, the “sacred
stone”, which probably represented the presence of the gods,
and the stone-lined sacrificial pits (“Bothroi”) situated in front of
Megaron B that contained ash, animal bones and iron objects,
mostly weapons and bronze figurines, should all be associated
with the cult of Apollo. Apollo Argyrotoxos has a dual nature:
he is the “angry” god - a capricious, vengeful warrior god who
punishes human hubris (excessive pride). At the same time, he is
a protective god who averts evil, heals and saves. The discovery
of numerous weapons in the Sanctuary, spear and arrow heads
(fig. 31), swords and spear-butts in case 9, emphasizes his
martial character. The spears and arrows may have been
dedicated by hunters to Apollo “Agreftis” (of Hunt).

Tamewva Kat moAUTIpa aglepwpata (mpobnkn 10)

Tamewva epyaleia, afiveg (k. 32), mehékelg (k. 33), ouileg,
paxaipla, HEPIKA armtd Ta ormoia ftav olvepya Buolwy, otn
OUVEXELD aplepwvovTtav oto Bgd. MNMapaAAnAa, ot TTOAUTILOL
XGAKwvol Tputodikol AEPNTeg (eik. 34), aplepwparta TAoUaiwy,
UTTOSNAWVOUV TOV TTAOUTO Kal TO KUPOG TWV avabeTwy, aAAAd
KAl TO eVOLAPEPOV TOUG YA TOV EUTTAOUTIOMO Tou lepou. >To
XPOVOAOYLO TTIOU UTTIAPXEL avapeoa oTlg mpobnkeg 9 kat 10
ava@EpovTal Xpovoloyieg otabuol amd v emoyxn ibpuong
Tou Meydpou B €wg TNV KATAoKEUY) TOU vaoU Tou ATTOANWVOG
KOl TN oTadlaKr) £YKATAoTaon tTnG AATPEiag 0To XWpo.

ewk.-fig. 32
216epévieg akivec. 100¢ - 706 aL. m.X.

Iron adzes. 10th - 7th century BC elic.-fig, 33

Y16epéviot duthoi melékelg. 100¢ - 70¢g at. .X.
Iron double axes. 10th - 7th century BC

ewk.-fig. 34
Xahkwn Aafn AéBntog pe oxowvoedn dlakoopnon. 100¢ - 7og at. rt.X.

Bronze cauldron handle with rope-like decoration. 10th - 7th century BC

Offerings by the rich and the poor (case 10)

Of the simple tools, adzes (fig. 32), axes (fig. 33), chisels and
knives, some may have been sacrificial instruments which
were then dedicated to Apollo. At the same time, the valuable
bronze tripod-cauldrons (fig. 34), offerings by the rich,
demonstrate both the wealth and prestige of the dedicators
as well as their concern for the enrichment of the Sanctuary
with precious offerings. Between the cases 9 and 10 a timeline
shows the key dates and the gradual establishment of cult at
Thermos, from the foundation of Megaron B to the temple of
Apollo and the gradual establishment of cult in the site.



ATOAAwWV Kat AttwAol. O mavaltwALlKog
Xapaktpag tou lepov (mpobnkn 11)

Ot peydaleg Buaieg amoteAoUV TNV TPWTN EVOELEN yia Uapén
Kowng Aatpeiag tou ATTOAWVOG E UTIEPTOTIIKO XAPAKTNPA,
TNV artapxn TG oUVAENG TwV ATWAIKWY QUAWYV OE TTEPLOSOUG
Kploewg Kal TIOAEUOU Kal TOV AUTOTIPOGSIOPIOUO TOUG WG
«EOvog». O ArtoA\wV eival o Bg6¢ mou e€ayvidel pe ™ QWTLA.
>V nopLvn UlooTacoT Tou Bgol Kal OTOV TTUPOAATPLKO
XAPAKTNPA TWV 0OAOKAUCTWY Buolwv o@eiletal mbavov to
TIPOCWVULLO Tou B0V Kal To OGvoud TNG TNEPLOXNG. Mia aAAn
€KOOXY) €lval va TNpPe To OVOUA TOU Ao BEPUEG TINYESG TTOU
UTINPXAV KATA TNV apXalotnta oTnv JEPLOXT KAl ofUepa
€Xouv €€apaviaTel, VW oUM@WVA HE TNV TTapadoomn ogpeilel
TO OVOUA TOU OToV npwa Ofpulo.

To avatoMkng mPogAeuong XAAKIVO €WOWALO0 TOU cuplakol
Beol Reshef, mou eixe mapopoleg IBLOTNTEG LE AUTEG TOU
ATTOAWVOC, amelkovileTal os pwToypaia, KaBwg ekTiBeTal
ato E6viko Apxalohoyikd Mouaoeio atnv Abnva (ek. 35). Htav
ELONYMEVO KAl TIPOEPXETAL ATTO TO HEAAVO OTPWHA Tou lepou.
MBavov anotelolos a@LEpWUA €EEXOVTOG TTOAEULOTT). AV
Kal Bp€ONKE O aAvaoka@IKO OTPWHA Tou 7ou at. Tt.X., €ival
PWIMOTEPO. Avapeoa ota avadnuata Eexwpi{ouv ta Xalkwva
elbwAla irmwv (ek. 36), utéa (k. 37) Kal avopikwy LoppwYV
(ew. 38), aplepwpata eEEXOVTWY HEAWV NG KowvotnTag Tou
©¢puou, Tou armoTeAoUV efaipeta deiypara pikpotexviag. To
€OWAL0 ToUu KEANTI{OVTOG UTITEA EVIACTETAL OF «BOPEIOSUTIKO»
EPYOOTNPLO XAAKOTTAQOTIKNG E APYELAKT ETIPPON. Ocwpeital
EeXWPLOTO €kOea AOYW TNG LOVASIKOTNTAG TOU.

ewk.-fig. 35

To avatohikod XaAKwo l8wALo Tou cuplakol Beol Reshef, ou kpatoloe
80pu Kal aoTida, )Tav ELoNYUEVO OTO OEPUO KAl TIPOEPXETAL ATTO

TO OTPWUA OTAXTNG Tou lepou. O Bedg Reshef eixe mapdpoleg LdTNTEG
He auTeg Tou ATTOAWVOG. MiBavov anoteholoe a@LEPWLA eEEXOVTOG
ToAeplo. Xpovoloyeitat petafy tou 10ou kat 8ou at. mt.X.

Ektifetat oto EOvikd Apxatoloyiké Mouaoeio oty ABrjva

The near-eastern bronze figurine of the Syrian god Reshef, who had
qualities similar to those of Apollo, was imported to Thermos
and discovered in the ash layer of the Sanctuary. The figure once held
a spear and shield and was probably an offering by a prominent warrior.
It dates between the 10th and 8th centuries BC and is exhibited
in the National Archaeological Museum of Athens.
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ewk.-fig. 36

XAAKWVO avabnpatiko el8WAL0 «SiBUNWV» WV
o€ eviaia dLatpnt Baon. To cwua Twv aNOywv
KaL oL TTAAYLEG OYELG TG BAONG KoopouvTaL

UE EYXAPAKTOUG KUKAOUG. TEAN 8ou at. rt.X.

Bronze pair of “twin” horses on a common,

pierced base. The body of the horses and the lateral
sides of the base are decorated with incised circles.
End of 8th century BC

ew.-fig. 37

Xahkwo eldwhio uméa. Eviaooetal o€ «BopeloduTikd» pyacTrplo
XAAKOTTAQOTIKNG E APYELAKY) ETLPPOT|. Oswpeital EexwpLoTo
€KBepa AOYW NG LOVASIKOTNTAG Tou. O avaBatmg £XEL OPUNTIKN
Kivnon, evw To dAoyo mapouctaleTal oTATIKO Kal eivat GTOAOUEVO
ue Tawia vikng. TEAn 8ou - apxég 7ou al. m.X.

Bronze figurine of a horse rider. It belongs to a “northwest”

bronze sculpture workshop with influences from Argos. A distinct
exhibit because of its singularity. The rider in impetuous movement
and the horse standing, bearing a victor’s fillet around its neck.
Late 8th - early 7th century BC

APOLLO AND THE AETOLIANS:
The Pan-Aetolian character of the Sanctuary (case 11)

Large-scale sacrifices are the first indication of the existence
of a communal cult of Apollo, the beginning of the annual
gathering of the Aetolian tribes and their self-identification as
a “nation”. Apollo was the god who purified with fire. The fiery
aspect of the god and the purificatory nature of the holocaust
sacrifices (in which the whole of the sacrificial animal was
burnt) probably gave Apollo his epithet Thermios (of the
Innate Heat) and the name Thermos to the Sanctuary. Another
possibility is that the Sanctuary took its name from the hot
springs that existed in ancient times but have now disappeared
or, according to the tradition, from the hero Thermios. The
Syrian god Reshef, who had qualities similar to those of Apollo
was represented by a bronze figurine of near-eastern origin
(fig. 35). Here, it is illustrated in a photograph since it is on
exhibition at the National Archaeological Museum in Athens.
This was imported to Thermos and discovered in the ash layer
at the Sanctuary. The figurine was probably an offering by a
prominent warrior. Although it was found in a layer dated to
the 7th century BC, it is much older. The bronze figurines of
horses (fig. 36), of a horse rider (fig. 37) and of male figures
(fig. 38) are among the outstanding offerings at the Sanctuary.
They were offerings by leading members of the community
of Thermos. The horse rider figurine is the product of a
“northwestern” bronze sculpture workshop with influences
from Argos. It is considered a special exhibit because of its
unique character.

ew.-fig. 38

XaAKWvo avabnpuatiko eldwito opolag
YUUVIG avBpIKiG LopenG. Exel ta xépla
OUVETTTUYMEVA TNV KOIALY, KOVTO KOpHO
Kal HoKpLa okéAn. 8og at. m.X.

Bronze votive figurine of a standing nude
male with hands folded across the belly.
Relatively short torso and long legs.

8th century BC



ENOTHTA 4
To lepo Tou ATTOAAWVOG, TOTTOC AATPELAG
KAl CUYKEVTPWONG OAWV TwV AITWAWV

O vaog tou AtoAAwvog Oeppiiov

UNIT 4
The Sanctuary of Apollo, the place of worship
and assembly for all the Aetolians

The Temple of Apollo Thermios
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM OF THERMOS

>1a TéAn Tou 7ou at 1t.X. 0 @épuog apxidel va dadpapatilel
TO PONO TTAVAITWALKOU lepol HE UTTEPKOLVOTIKO Xapaktnpd
kal Snuoupyouvtal AoV ol TPoUmoBEaelg ya Vv idpuon
MVNUELOKWY KTNPIwV Yla TNV aoknomn g kowng Aatpeiag. H
QAVEYEPOT TOU HEYAAOU vaoL Tou ATTOMwVOG Oepiou Kal Twv
800 KPOTEPWY, Tou AtoAMwvVog Auaeiou kat ¢ Aptéuudog (;)
™V NEPiodo auTr), SeiXVEL TNV avaykn EUNMNPETNONG SlAPOpwYV
AQTPEUTIKWY OKOTIWY, TIEPLOCOTEPWY TTANCLOXWPWY KOWVOTI|TWV.
O vaog tou AtoAwVoG Oeppiou KTiotnke yupw oto 620 m.X.
navw ota gpeiria Tou Meydapou B. Eival Swpkog, repiirtepog pe
ONKO Kat oriiloBodopo (38,23 x 12,13 W.). Exet katevOuvon B.-N.
Kal €l0060 0T VOTIA OTEVH] TIAEUPA. —UALVN ECWTEPIKN KLOVO-
otowia dwdeka KWvwy omptle ™ dipptn oteyn (ewk. 39-40).
H meplotaon mpootebnke ota TEAN Tou 60U - a’ Uod Tou 5ou
at 7.X. Kat artoTeEAoUVTAV armd SEKATTEVTE KIOVEG OTIG MOKPEG Kal
TTEVTE OTIG OTEVEG TAEUPEC. Ot Kioveg 1tav EUAvVOL, EKTOG armd To
KATWTEPO TN TOUG JTOU TTatouae ato atulofatn. O Bptykog
nrav eniong EUAvog, emevdedupévog pe houotla {wypamloTta
TIAAVAL APXITEKTOVIKA aToteia (aipeg, uSpoppoEg, aKpoKEPpaua,
akpwmpta). MHAvES {WYPAPLOTEG «UETOTTIEG» KOOUOUOAV TOUG
TOlXOUG Tou onkoU PE T Hop@n {weopou. O TmAvog SIAKOOUOG
TOU VAOU QITOTEAEL €va Ao TA TTAEOV OTAVTIKA KEQAAALA TNG
apxalag EAANVIKNG TNAOTTAACTIKNG. Ta opatd onuepa epeima
QVIKOUV TNV TEAEUTAIA (PAOT] TWV EAANVIOTIKWY XPOVWV (TEAN
30U - apxeg 2ou at. 1t.X.).

Mpwiun apxdikr oTEyn Tou vaou Tou ATTOAAWVOG
(620-580 1t.X) e Kataokeun 4

Kata mv mpwun apxdikn mepiodo o Ofpuog, n Kaludwva
kat n Képkupa &€xOnkav Tig emidpacelg Twv KopvBiwy,
TIPWTONOPWYV 0N {WYPAPLKY) KAl TNV TMNAOTTAAGCTLKY], KAOWG
QTOTEAEOAV METABATIKOUG O0TaBOUOUG OTo SPOUO TOUG TIPOG TN
Avon. H amapduiAAn TeXVIKN TOUG €lval EUpAvNG oTn OTEYN
TOU vaoU Tou ATTOAAWVOG, 1) OTTola apXLKA E(XE AETWUATIKN
QITOANEN HOVOoV eUTpog (gLk. 41), omou Kal 1) €il0060¢, eV TTiow
frav pixm. leioa (. 42), oipeg kat Bplykog Epepav mAolala
ypart) SlakOouUNoY o AEUKO, HaUpo Kal Epubpo xpwua. To
YEIOO TOU CETWLATOC SIOKOOUEITO HE OEPA EVOANACTOUEVWY
UTTOAEUKWV Kal PEAaVWV KUKAwWV. H yparttry olun katéAnye oe
TIPOTOMEG AEOVTWY, EVW 0 BPLYKOC SIEOETE AKOOUNTESG UETOTIEG
EVOANAOOOUEVEG e TPiyAU@a. Katd pnKog ™G MAKPAG TIAEUPAS
TOU VOOU Ol OTPWTNPEG KATEANYAV OF TIPOTOUEG AEOVTWY LE
QAVOIKTO OToua (USPOPPOEG), EVW OL NYEUOVEG KAAUTTTYPEG
eVOIAUECA OE TIPOTOUEG KOpWwY SaAdaAKOU TUTTOU, OTIG OTTOIES
givat eppaveg To apxaiko pediapa (ek. 43). Oleg popolv TTONO,
TO LEPATIKO KANUMUA TNG KEPAANG, EVW TTAOUGLOL BOCTPUXOL
TTAQLOLWVOUV TO TTPOCWITO TOUG. H €KOEOT TWV APXITEKTOVIKWY
MEAWV OTNV KATAOKEUN 4 eTIxelpel va armodwaoel T B€om Ttoug
MTAVW OTO KNP0 OUM@PWVA LE TN MEAETN TOU UALKOU amod
v G. Hibner. To oxédlo mou mapatibetal o@eiAeTal otov
apxttéktova Mix. Aepavtay).
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ewk.-fig. 39 ewk.-fig. 40
Katoym tou vaou tou ATTOAWVOG AepopwTtoypapia tou vaol
(ox€dto I. Alapavtonoulog) ToU ATTOANWVOG

Ground plan of the temple of Apollo
(drawing by I. Diamantopoulos)

Aerial view of the temple of Apollo

ewk.-fig. 41

Mpwiun apxaikn otéyn Tou vaol tou AltoAwvog (620-580 rt.X.).
MNpotaon oxedLAOTIKG AvamapaaTacng g Sippixtg oTEyng

TOU TIPWLMOU vaou tou ATtoAwVoG (G. Hibner, oxédlo M. Aepavt{ng)
Early Archaic roof of the temple of Apollo (620-580 BC).

Proposed reconstruction of the pitched roof of the early temple of Apollo
(G. Hubner, drawing by M. Lefantzis)

ew.-fig. 42

eioo pe ypant Slakdounon
Qo TN HAKPLA TTAEUPA TOU VAOU
Cornice with painted decoration
from the long side of the temple

ew.-fig. 43

AvaolvBeon TG LAKPAG TTAEUPAG TOU VAOU HE TTPOTOMES AEOVTWY (USPOPPOEG)

Kat Kopwv datdaikou Tumtou. Popolv TOAO GTNV KEPAAT) Kal 1) KOUWOT) aKoAOUBEL
800 TUTTOUG. 2TOV TTPWTO 1) KOMY) SLAUOPPUWVETAL O ACTPAYAAWTOUG BOCTPUXOUG
TIOU TIAQULOLWVOUV TO TIPOCWITO KAl 0To SEUTEPO ival BaBdwTn Kat KATaAyet

o€ eEAKOELSEIG BOOTPUXOUG

Reconstruction of the temple’s long side with waterspouts formed in lion heads
and Daedalic busts of korae (maidens). These all wear the polos (priestly headgear),
while two hairstyles can be distinguished. In the first, the hair is styled

with face-framing, beaded locks, and, in the second, the hair tapers down,

ending in snail shell curls

By the late 7th century BC Thermos played the role of a
Panaetolian Sanctuary with much more than regional
significance. Monumental buildings such as the great temple
of Apollo Thermios and the temples of Apollo Lyseios and
Artemis (?) were erected to serve the needs of the cult of
more than one neighbouring communities. The temple was
built around 620 BC above the ruins of Megaron B. It is a Doric
peristyle temple with surrounding colonnade, cella (enclosed
chamber) and opisthodomos, a recessed porch in the rear of the
temple (38.23 x 12,13 m.), oriented N-S. The entrance is on the
south end. An internal wooden colonnade consisting of twelve
columns whose stone bases can still be seen, supported the
pitched roof (fig. 39-40). The peristasis (surrounding colonnade)
was added between the late 6th and first half of 5th century BC
with fifteen columns on the long and five on the short sides.
The columns were of wood with the exception of the lowest
part, which stood on the stylobate (upper step of the temple).
The entablature was of wood and decorated with richly painted
terracotta architectural elements, simas (gutters), waterspouts,
antefixes and acroteria (ornaments at the angles of pediments).
Terracotta plaques - “metopes” - formed a frieze on the walls
of the cella. The decoration of the temple illustrates one of the
most significant chapters in ancient Greek terracotta sculpture.
The remains, which can be seen today, are those of the final
phase in its history dating in the Hellenistic period (late 3rd -
early 2nd century BC).

The roof of the early Archaic Temple of Apollo
(620-580 BC) e Construction 4

During the early Archaic period, Thermos, Calydon and Kerkyra
were all influenced by the Corinthians, the pioneers of painting
and terracotta work, since these were intermediate stations
on the route to the West. Their unrivalled skill is evident in
the roof of the temple of Apollo, already from the first phase
of construction, when the temple had a pitched roof and
gable (pediment) at one end only above the entrance (fig. 41).
Cornices (fig. 42), simas (gutters) and entablature were all
richly decorated in white, black and dark red. The cornice of
the pediment was decorated with a series of alternating black
and off-white circles. The painted sima (gutter) ended in lion
heads and the entablature had plain metopes alternating
with triglyphs. Along the long side of the temple the cover
tiles (stroteres) ended in lion heads with open mouths as
waterspouts, while the capping tiles (hegemones) over the
joints ended in Daedalic busts of korae (maidens) (fig. 43).
These all wear the polos (priestly headgear), while rich
curls frame their face and their archaic smile is obvious. The
architectural members displayed in construction 4 are an
attempt to show the position of each one on the building,
according to the study by G. Hiibner. The drawing is the work
of the architect M. Lefantzis.



ew.-fig. 45 ew.-fig. 46 ewk.-fig. 47
TuNUa oiung He Slakdounom TAoXUoU. AV KEL OE OTEYT AKPOKEPAO LE TN LOPPY) YUVALKEIQG TIPOTOMNG AKPOKEPAO LE LOPPY) YEVELOPOPOU avEpdg.
atd AYVWOTO KUKALKO 1) 0pBoywVvLo KTNPLo pe aPldwtn TI0U (POPA TEPLSEPALO. lowg aro to vao tou ATTOAwWVOG Auasiou.
Vv mniow mAgupd. MNpw oto 560 mt.X. Ané dyvwoto ktnpto. KAaotkn emoxm. 506 at. t.X.
Part of sima (gutter) with painted guilloche. It belongs to Antefix with female bust wearing a necklace. Antefix with male bearded figure.

a roof from an unknown circular or rectangular building From unknown building. Classical period. Probably from the temple of Apollo Lyseios.
with apsidal rear end. c. 560 BC 5th century BC

ew.-fig. 48
TuAMa oluNng pe ypartth Slakoopunon tawviag patdvsépou kat avoepiwv
EVAANAOOUEVWY e AvON AwTou. Ao dyvwaoTo Ktplo. KAaaolkn moxr)

Part of sima (gutter) with painted decoration of meander band and palmettes
alternating with lotus buds. From unknown building. Classical period

[pantd apXITEKTOVIKA HEA, TIIBavOV artd To BouAeutrplo.
[opw oto 420 n.X.

Painted architectural members, probably
from the “Bouleuterion” (Council House). c. 420 BC

ew.-fig. 49
Tunua oiung pe dtakéounon etepwtng Nikng mavw oe appa
(mapdotaon appatodpouiag;)

ew.-fig. 50
[wviaia oiun pe ypamtn Slakdounon avoeuiwy
Corner sima (gutter) with painted palmette decoration

_

Part of sima (gutter) with painted decoration of winged Nike on a chariot
(scene of chariot race?)

ew.-fig. 44
Kataokeun e Construction 6

ATO TNAO Kal XpWHA. ZWYPaPLoTA HEAT OTEYWV
a0 Ktnpla tou lepou e kataokeun 6

Ao TNV apxaikn) €wg Kat TNV EAANVICTIKY TIEPiodo mapatnpeitat
o010 lepd €vtovn OIKOSOUIKY) SpACTNPELOTNTA, OTIWG AAAWOTE
QTOSEIKVUETAL QIO TA TTOAUAPLOUA TMALVA APXITEKTOVIKA LEAN
TWV NON AVACKAMUEVWY KTNPIWV 1) GAAWV atauTIoTwV, TTIoU dev
£XOUV OKOMN €PELVNBEL (VOTIa 0TOd, «BOUNEUTPLOY) 1) €XOUV
kataotpapesl. Oplopéva artd auTtd eKTIOEVTAL OTNV KATAOKEUN
6 (ewk. 44) kat KaAUTTTOUV £va UL XPOVOAOYIKO (PACUA artd
Tov 60 éwg Tov 20 at 7.X. Alatnpouvtal €Viova Xpwuata,
UTTOAEUKO, €pUBPO Kal UEAAVO, EVW EUPAVIG Elval 1 ETLPPON
™G KOPLVOLaKNG TEXVOTPOTTIAg Kal To UYNAO emimedo mmAo-
TIAQOTIKNG. AKPOKEPAUA-USPOPPOES, KOPUPAILOL KOAUTITIPES
He {wypawiko SLAKOOUO, OlHUEG SLAKOOUNUEVEG e avOELa,
avon Awtwv Kat patavépoug (etk. 48), sival adtapevotol
UAPTUPEG TWV KINPIlwV ToU Koopouoav To lepo. InUavTtika
Selypata armoteAoUV Ol TPLYWVLIKOL NYEUOVEG KAANUTTTIPEG E
avayAuen avlepwTtn SlaKOOUNOY KAl TA OKPOKEPAUA LE
Hop®n avdplkwy (K. 47) 1) YUVALKEIWY HoppwV (EK. 46) Kkat
Snvwy, tTa mMAwva pEAN fopyovwy (k. 51), mbavov anod
AKPWTINPLA ) AETWUATIKEG CUVOETELG TOU TTPWLILOU apxdikol
vaou tou ATTIOAMwVOC Ogppuiou. Ot YUVAIKEIEG LOPPEG (EIK. 46)
artodidovtal pe TAoUCLA KOUT, (POPOUV TTEPLOEPALO OTO AQULLO
Kal 7TOA0 otV Ke@AAN. lowg amd to Aeyouevo BoUuleuTnplo
TIPOEPXETAL TUMMA OlUNG e dlakdounon @tepwtg Nikng og
apua (k. 49) kat ywviaia oign Qe ypartr avOsuwtn SLako-
ounon (. 50). Xto AKPO NG KATAOKEUNG EKTIOsvVTAlL apyLte-
KTOVIKA OTOIXEIQ artd SUO OTEYEG AYVWOTWY KINplwv Tou lepou.
2TO éva QIO AUTA AiveTal OTL 1) OTEYN KAAUTITE KUKAIKO
OKOSOUNKA 1) 0pOOYWVIO e adwTY) T Hia Tou TAsupd (YUpW
oto 560 m.X.). H oiun tou Ktpiou SlOKOOUEITO PE TTAOXUO
(ew. 45). To devtepo (YUpw oto 540 11.X.) EixE TETPAPPIXTN OTEYN
QUTOTEAOUMEVN QIO ETTIUNKELG TPLYWVIKOUG KEPALIOUG KAl OKPO-
Képaua ou Stakoopouvtal pe avayhupa avigua (k. 52).

eK.-fig. 51
Dtepod kat Bpaxiovag Mopyous. lowg amd v asTwpatikn cvOson
TOU TIPWLMOU apxdikol vaou tou ATTOAWVOG. 60¢ at. 1t.X.

Wing and arm of Gorgo. Probably from the pediment composition
of the early Archaic temple of Apollo. 6th century BC

g
AKPOKEPAUO LE AVAYAUPN QUTIKY) SLAKOOUNOT IO AyVWaTo
KT )pLo tou lepou pe TeTpappixtn otéyn. MNpw oto 540 r.X.

Antefix with floral decoration in relief from an unknown hip-roofed
building of the Sanctuary. c. 540 BC

Of clay and colour: painted elements from the
roofs of buildings in the Sanctuary e construction 6

From the Archaic to the Hellenistic period intense building
activity in the Sanctuary can be seen, as is shown by the
numerous clay architectural members of buildings already
excavated, or of others unidentified and not yet excavated
(South Stoa, “Bouleuterion”) or others now destroyed. Some
of them are exhibited in construction 6 (fig. 44) and cover a
wide chronological range from the 6th to the 2nd century BC.
They retain vivid colours, off-white, red and black, while the
influence of the Corinthian style is obvious, as is the high quality
of the terracotta-work. Antifixes-waterspouts, top capping-
tiles with painted decoration, simas (gutters) decorated with
palmettes, lotus buds and meanders (fig. 48) are indisputable
evidence of the buildings, which adorned the Sanctuary. The
triangular capping tiles with embossed palmette decoration
and antefixes in the form of male (fig. 47) and female (fig. 46)
figures and Silenoi, parts of figures of Nike or Gorgons (fig. 51),
stood possibly at the angles of the pediment or belonged to
groups on the pediment of the first temple of Apollo Thermios.
The female figures (fig.46) are rendered with abundant hair,
a necklace and “polos” headdress. Part of sima (gutter) with
a painted winged Nike in a chariot (fig. 49) and a corner sima
with painted palmette decoration (fig. 50) perhaps come from
the so-called “Bouleuterion”. Architectural elements from
the roofs of two unidentified buildings in the Sanctuary are
displayed at the side of this construction. In the first (c. 560 BC)
the curved tiles suggest that they covered a circular or an
apsidal building. The sima (gutter) was decorated with
painted guilloche (fig. 45). The second (c. 540 BC) had a hip
roof of triangular elongated tiles and antefixes decorated
with palmettes in relief (fig. 52).



Mpwiun pvnuetakn {wypa@ikr. Ot «LETOTTEG» TWV
vawV Tou ATTOAAWVOG (KATAOKEVES 7-8)

Ot mnAwveg {wypa@LoTEG TTAAKEG, YVWOTEG WG «UETOTIEGY,
Bpebnkav aro tov I wtnpladn oto vao tou ATTOAAWVOG Kal
AVNKOUV OTa TTPWLIHOTEPA Selypata UvnUELaKS {WYPAPLKNG
OTOoV EANASIKO XWPO. Ta TEXVOTPOTIIKA XAPAKTNPLOTIKA KAl TO
KoplvOlako a@apnto oy entypapn XEAIAQN Tig eviacoouv
oMV TIPWIUN apxdikr oy Kat OswpouvTal Epya TTEAOTIOVVT)-
olakoU 1 KopvOlakou gpyactnpiou. Av Kat apxika Bswpnonkav
LETOMEG ATt To OpLyKo, BavoTepo eival OTL aroteAovoav
{WPOPO OTO EMAVW PEPOG TWV TOXWV TOU onkoU. KaBe «petormp»
TIAPLOTAVEL KAl Hia MUBOAOYIKT) OKNVY ano Sla@opeTIKOUG
MUBoAoYIKoUG KUKAOUG. H mapdaotaon opiletal amod mAATeld
HeAavn Tavia Kal Katakopuepn oelpd poddkwy. Ta yupva
MEPTN TWV YUVAIKEIWY HLOp@PWV armodidovTal He AEUKO Xpwid,
TWV aAVOPIKWVY HE EpUBPO Kal Ta eVOULIATA LE PAUPO Kal EpUBPO.
Ol SLAKOOUNTIKEG AETTTOMEPELEG (LaiavEpol, POSAKES, TPLYWVIKA
OX£01a, TPEXOUOEC OTIEIPEC, TTAOXLOL, avOEula) SnAwvovTtal Ue
AEUKO Kal pavpo xpwia. Ot KaAUTEPA SIATNPNUEVESG «UETOTIEGH
ekti@evtal oto EBvikO Apxaloloyikdé Mouceio otmv ABnva.
>mv €kBeom tou Mouosiou pag (kataokeur) 7) mapouaotdlovtal
og Qwtoypa@ieg padl e Ta avriotolxa oxedla toug twy E.
Gilliéron (1903) kat N. Koch (1996). Ta 8¢uata toug sivat:
lopyovelo, o Mepatag pe TNV Ke@ain g Médouaag, Kuvnyog
pe eNdpl Kal ayploxolpo (gk. 53), n XeAdbwv kat n Andwv
(ewk. 54), ot kOpeg Tou Mpoitou, TPELG EVOPOVEG LOPPECS. 2NV
QITEVAVTL KATAOKEUY) 8 ekTiOevtal SU0 TMALVEG «UETOITEGH Kal
UKPOTEPA TUATA «UETOTIWV» TIOU AVIKOUV 0Toug U0 vaoug
Tou ATTOAAWVOG Kal eixav mapapeivel oto maiad Mouoeio
Oéppovu. Maplotdvouv Kuvnyo Pe BONpauata, KEQAAEG {WwvV
(AUkou 1) okUAoU), Xipalpa, pOdakeg (elK. 55).

Mpwin KAAGIKN GTEYN TOU vaou Tou ATTOAAWVOG
(470-460 1. X.) @ Kataokeun 10

Exkato kat mAgov Xpovia META TNV KATAOKEUT| TOU, O VAOG TOU
ATTOAMWVOG emIOKELALETAL, ATTOKTA TIEPIOTAOT, AETWA OTNV
Tilow TTAEUPA Kal 1| aTteyn arladel. H emippon g KoptvOlakng
Texvotportiag ouvexietal H otéyn amoteAeital amo emimedoug
OTPWINPEG KOPLVOLAKOU TUTTOU Kal NYEUOVEG OTPWINPES, TO
METWITO TWV OTMOIlwV SlaKOooUElTAL HE YpanmTo paiavdpo. H
KOPU®PY NG OTEYNG PEPEL emioTen (WYPAPLOTWY AVOELLwWY.
Ol TPLYWVIKOL KAAUTTTIPEG QUTOAIYOUV OF YUVAIKEIEG TIPOTOMEG,
Ol OTTOIEG (POPOUV TIONO OTNV KEPAAN Kal Slatmpouv ta {wnpd
XpwHata SlaKOoUNoNG Toug (epuBpod, Kepautdi Kat pavpo).
H oiun kat to yeioo Tou asTwpatog SlakoopouvTal He aven
AwToU, avOgua Kat TTAoxO. To ywviako akpoképapo (udpoppodn)
TOU OETWHATOG ELXE TN MOPPY) ALOVTAPLOU KAl TO YWVIAKO aKpWw-
mMPELo TN Mop@Y) kaBlomg Zplyyag. Artote)el e€aipeTo detypa mg
MVNLELOKTG TMAOITAQCTIKNG TIOU Slatnpel Ta évrova xpwuata,
EVW 1BLAITEPA EVTUTIWOLAKT| Eival 1) artéS00m TWV AVATOMIKWY
XAPAKTNPLOTIKWY TIPOCWITOU KAl CWIATOG. XTNV Kataokeur 10
(k. 56) ektiBevtal MMAva SLAKOOUNTIKA oToElad armd
OTEYN TOU vaoU, o€ Hia mpoorddela avaoclveeong TG HeE
Bdaon ) perétn g G. Hibner.

MAveg Lwypa@LoTég TAAKES
(YVWOTEG WG «UETOTIESY)

UE LUBOAOYIKEG TAPACTATELG ATO
T0 vaod tou AltoAwvog Ogpuiou
Painted clay plaques,

known as “metopes”, decorated
with mythological scenes from
the temple of Apollo Thermios

ewk.-fig. 53
Kuvnyog pe ehagt kat ayploxolpo

A hunter with deer and boar

ew.-fig. 54

XeAdwv kat Andwv Tou pubou
™G Mpokvng kat g Gopniag
The sisters, Chelidon and Aidon,
from the myth of Procne and
Philomela

“Metonm” ue mapaotaon Xipaipag

“Metope” with depiction of Chimera

Tunua “pueténmg” pe mapaotaon
KEPAANG {wou

Part of a “metope” with depiction
of an animal’s head

“MeTémM” pe mapaotacn oKUAOU 1) AUKOU
“Metope” depicting a dog or a wolf

ewk.-fig. 55

MAveg {wypaPLoTEG TTAAKES
(YVWOTEG WG «UETOTTEG)

UE LUBOAOYIKEG TTAPACTATELG ATO
T0 vaod tou AltoA\wvog Auaceiou.

Painted clay plaques,

known as “metopes”, decorated
with mythological scenes

from the temple of Apollo Lyseios.

ewk.-fig. 56
Kataokeun e Construction 10

Early monumental painting. The “metopes” from
the temples of Apollo (constructions 7-8)

The painted clay plagues, known as “metopes” were found
by G. Soteriades and they are the earliest examples of
monumental painting in Greece. The stylistic traits and the
Corinthian alphabet of the inscription CHELIDON place them
in the early Archaic period. They are considered to be works
of the Peloponnesian or Corinthian workshop. Although initially
they were considered to be “metopes” from the entablature of
the temple, it is more likely that they formed a frieze at the top
of the walls of the cella. Each “metope” depicts a mythological
scene from different mythological cycles and was bordered by
a wide black band and a vertical row of rosettes. The bare flesh
of the female figures was rendered in white, while that of the
males was in dark red and their clothes also in black and red.
The decorative details (meanders, rosettes, triangular patterns,
running spirals, guilloche and palmettes) are highlighted in
black and white. The best-preserved metopes are displayed
in the National Archaeological Museum in Athens and in our
exhibition (construction 7) there are photographic copies and
the corresponding drawings by E. Gillieron (1903) and N. Koch
(1996). The subjects include a Gorgoneion, Perseus with the
head of Medusa, a hunter with deer and wild boar (fig. 53),
Chelidon and Aidon (fig. 54), the daughters of Proitos, three
enthroned figures. In construction 8, opposite, are displayed
two terracotta “metopes” and fragments, which were from the
two temples of Apollo and were housed in the Old Museum.
They depict a hunter with his prey, animal heads (wolf or dog),
the body and the tail of a chimaera, rosettes (fig. 55).

Roof of the early Classical Temple of Apollo
(470-460 BC) e Construction 10

Over one hundred years after its construction, the temple
of Apollo Thermios was repaired, a colonnade was installed
around the temple, a pediment was added at the rear end and
the roof was changed. The influence of the Corinthian style
is still evident. The roof consists of flat Corinthian cover tiles
and hegemones capping tiles, the faces of which are decorated
with painted meanders. The roof ridge bears painted palmettes.
The angular capping tiles end in female busts wearing polos
headdresses and retaining their vivid decoration in red,
brick-red and black. The sima (gutter) and the cornice of the
pediment are decorated with lotus flowers, palmettes and
guilloche. The corner antefix of the pediment was a lion’s head
as a waterspout and above this was placed

the imposing corner acroterion in the
shape of a seated Sphinx. This is an
exquisite specimen of monumental
terracotta work that preserves bright
colours and a particularly impressive
rendering of the anatomical features
on the face and body. Terracotta
decorated elements from the roof of
the temple are displayed in a tentative
reconstruction of the roof (fig. 56),
according to the study by G. Hiibner.
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H Aatpeia Tou AtoAAwvog Avoeiou
Kat ™G ApTEpudog (kataokeun 9)

Alya xpovia PETA TNV KATACKEUT] TOU vaol Tou ATTOAAWVOG
O¢ppiou kTilovtal Kat dUo KPOTEPOL, Tou ATtoAwvOC Auoeiou
Kat ™G Aptédog (;). Amd Tov MPWTO, OTA AVATOAIKA Kal ag
YmAGTEPO AVENPO TOU PEyAAoU vaou, sival opato LOVo To AiBivo
kpnmidwua tou (17,5 x 6,70 (.). To VOTIO TN TOU OnKoU Eixe
SUTAN oslpd KOVwY otnVv npoooymn. To emiBeto «Avoslog»
atodidel MV 1BLOMTA ToU ATTOAMWVOC W ATEAEUOEPWTT) B0V,
TIOU «AUVEL» TO KAKO Kal QITOSECUEVEL TO AvOPWITLVO YEVOG
anod ta dsiva. H Aatpeudpevn Oe6tnTa TAUTIOTNKE Ao
AiBwvn omAn 10U BPEBNKE OTO XWPO TOU VaoU, oV ornoia
avaypapetat «<KAINTOAAQNOX AYZEIOY». Ta onuavtikotepa
gupnUaTa amoteAolV Tepdxla and rmMAVeG {WYPAPLOTEG
TIAGAKEG («UETOTEG») pe mapaotaon Ttwv Xapitwv (k. 57),
™G EkelBuiag, g Ipdog, tou kévtaupou POAOU Kal VoG
OUUTTAEYLLATOG «lEPOU YAMOU» T) MUBOIKNG amaywyns, Kabwg
€TTIONG AKPOKEPALD UE TN LOPPT ZIANVWV (€WK. 58).
Bopelodutikd tou vaou tou ArtoAwvog Oepuiou Bpioketal o
vaog g Aptéudog (;), ard tov orolo oruepa sival opatd Hovo
TO ABwvo KpNTidwUA TOU. XTO lEPO AATPEVOVTAV KAl AAAES
BeoTEG TTOU oxetiovtav e Tov ATTOAAwvA, onwg o ‘HAlog,
N Nikn kat o AokAnTog. Ta ovopatd Toug avaypa@ovTal os
AiBwn omAn (AAIOY NIKAY AZKAAMIQY).

Ta avadnpata tou lepou Kat
n Aatpeia Tou B0 ATTOAAWVOG (poOnkeg 12-13)

H aktwvoBolia tou lepol otadlaka &emepva ta Opla g
ArtwAiag kat dgxetal mTANO0g avabnuatwy. >y mpobnkn 12
€KTIOevTal EAAXIOTA OTIOPAYUATA atd Ta XIMASEG avadnuata
TIoL LUTMPXAV oTO lepd (aydApata armd AiBo, HETAaANo 1) TNAO,
OmAa Katl TToAUTIHA oKeUT) Kal Ta oroia ummpav €puato
TIOMTAWV Asnhaowv. Mpodkertal yia oA (EK. 59) kat kv
aAOYOU, TUNMATO QT KOUN) AYAAUATOG Kal TUNHAta gvou-
HATOG TWV APXAKWY XPOVWV (EK. 60). APLEPWIATO TWV CITAWV
YUVAIKWVY artoteAoVoav ol MALVEG ayvUBeg (upavTikda Bapn).

ISlaitepn avagpopa a&ilel va yivel ota evemiypa@a XaAKiva
ehaopata g npodnkng 13. Xe oplopéva avaypapovtal
TIUNTIKA Yneiopata tou Kowvol twv AITWAWY ATTOVOUTG
TIPOVOUIWY, OMWGE 1 TPOEevia Kal 1 Ao@AAELD, KAl (PUAAO-
oovTtav oOTo lepd WG HEPOG TOU SNUOCIOU apxeiou. Xe €va
AANO amtavtdtal N TAAALOTEPY) EMLYPAPLKN HapTupia Tou
€0VIKOU ovOouaToG OPEog (Ue HETABEDT TOU YPAUUATOS p),
TIOU XPOVOAOYeital oto TéAog Tou 60U at. Tu.X. (slk. 61).
Metafl TwV EAACUATWY UTTAPXEL KAl XAAKIVO OTABUIO ME
TNV AMOCTIAOMATIKA owlopevn emypapn ANTOAAQNOX M
OEPMIQY (eik. 62).

ew.-fig. 57
H «uetdmmn twv Xapitwv».
OL 800 AVTWITEG YUVALKEIEG
HOP®EG TNV eVETiypa®n TAAKA S
TauTidovTal YE TG XAPLTEG.
‘Hrav Be€g TG opop@Lag Kat
eppavidovral cuvnBwg wg ouvodol Tou
AnOMwWVOG Kat Twv Mouowv, onaviotepa
™G Appoditng kat Tou Atovicou

The “metope of Charites”. The two

opposed female figures on the inscribed

plague are identified with the Graces.

These were the goddesses of beauty &

and appear as attendants of Apollo and ,.“‘,\ e
companions of the Muses. Sometimes | *1- 1
they accompany Aphrodite and = 'L W
Dionysus \ ! .5

ew.-fig. 60
TuNUa armd TIG MTUXEG EVOUATOG TALVOU
ayaAMaTog 1) avayAugou. To évdupa gaivetat
OTL KAAUTTITEL TNV KEPAAY), artd TNV omnoia
SlakpiveTal TUAKA TOU EVOG 0OAAOU
Part of the garment’s drapery from a clay
statue or relief. The garment appears
to cover the head, from which a portion
of an eye is distinct

ewk.-fig. 59
TuAMa oTANG trtou
Part of a horse’s hoof

ewKk.-fig. 58 el
MMAwva akpoképapa e T Hopen ZIAnvou.
AT6 TO XWPOo Tou vaou Tou AltoANwvog Auceiou. B* waod 4ou at. m.X.

o A

L

Clay antefixes modelled as Silenos. From the temple of Apollo Lyseios.
2nd half of 4th century BC :

e.-fig. 61
lg | XaAkwvo everiypago éhacua,
oTo orolo anavtdtat
T TTOAQLOTEPT) ETTLYPAPIKY)
paptupia tou eBvikoL
0OVOUATOG OPENLOG

Bronze inscribed sheet

with the oldest written
evidence of the national
name Thremios

eK.-fig. 62

XdaAkivo otabuio

UE TNV AITOCTIACMATIKA GWIOUEVY ETILYPAPT|
AMOAAQNOZ M OEPMIOY
Bronze weight (stathmion)

with the fragmentary inscription 1
APOLLONOS M THERMIOU 3 A8

The cult of Apollo Lyseios
and Artemis (construction 9)

Two smaller temples dedicated to Apollo Lyseios and Artemis
(?) were built a few years after the temple of Apollo Thermios.
Only the stone platform of the temple of Apollo Lyseios, to
the east and at a higher terrace than the temple of Apollo
Thermios, is visible today. The southern part of the cella had
a double row of columns on its facade. The epithet “Lyseios”
gives Apollo the character of a liberating God, who “redeems”
evil and frees mankind from terrors. The temple and its name
are identified from an inscription, which says “APOLLONOS
LYSEIOY”. The most important finds are fragments of painted
terracotta “metopes” depicting the Graces (fig. 57), Eileithyia
and lIris, the centaur Pholus, a “sacred marriage” complex or
mythical kidnapping, as well as clay antefixes modelled as
Silenos (fig. 58).

The small temple to the northwest of the temple of Apollo
Thermios was dedicated to the goddess Artemis (?). Today,
only its stone platform is visible. In the Sanctuary other deities
associated with Apollo such as Helios, Nike and Asclepius
were also worshipped. Their names appear on a stone stele
(ALIOY NIKAS ASKLAPIOU).

The dedications at the sanctuary
and the cult of Apollo (cases 12-13)

The influence of the Sanctuary gradually extended beyond
Aetolia and it received an abundance of dedications. In case 12
are a few examples of the thousands of offerings that were in
the Sanctuary (statues made of stone, metal or clay, weapons
and precious vessels) which were prey to looting on several
occasions. There is a horse’s hoof (fig. 59) and foreleg, pieces
of hair and clothing from an Archaic clay statue (fig. 60). The
loom weights were the votive offerings of ordinary women.

The inscribed bronze plagues in case 13 deserve special mention.
In some of them are recorded honorific decrees of the Aetolian
League granting privileges such as “proxenia” (the right of
representation) and “asphalia” (safe-conduct), which were kept
in the Sanctuary as part of the public archive. One of the
plagues bears the oldest epigraphic reference to the “ethnic”
name Thremios (with r and e transposed), dated to the end
of the 6th century BC (fig. 61). As well as the plaques, there
is a bronze weight-standard, which bears the fragmentary
inscription APOLLONOS M THERMIOQY (fig. 62).



Mikpa tepd YOpw arno tov Oéppo.
lepo otov Ta§iapxn (mpobnkn 14)

210 XwpLd Ta&lapxng Bpednkav epeiria U0 vawy Tou Kata-
OKEUAOTNKAV OoTa TEAN Tou 60u at 1.X. (K. 63). Y10 onko Tou
MEYAANUTEPOU TIAXU OTPWHA TEPPAG UE KATANOUTA KAUEVWV
00TWV UTIOSNAWVEL TEAEDT TIUPOAATPIKWY Buatwy. Ekadletat
OTL O KPOTEPOG VAOG XPNOIUEVE Yia TN PUAAEN avabnuatwy.
ExTiBevtal evdelKTIKA gupnUaTA QIO TO LEPO, OTMWS AKPO-
KEPAUO HE TN MOP®N ZIANVOU, UIKPO TMAIVO elOWAL0 auvou
Kal TMALWVEG KEPAAEC Kopwv (glk. 64). =Zexwpilouv Kepan
ABNVAg He attikd Tpilo@o KpAvog (k. 65) Kal UKPO XAAKIVO
g\aopa pe avayluen mapdotaon Kol okUAou (eiK. 66).

ew.-fig. 63
Avanapdotaon g pocodng Tou peyalltepou vaou (Pwpaiog 1926)

Reconstruction of the fagade of the bigger temple (Rhomaios 1926)

lepod o XpuooPitoa (mpobnkn 15)

‘Eva &gltepo 1epd NAOe oto pwg 1o 1908 otn XpuooBitoa pe
KUPLO XAPAKTNPLOTIKO TNV AOKNoM umaifplag Aatpeiag kovta
o€ (puolkn Tnyn). H Aatpeia apxloe tov 60 at. m.X. Kat SinpKnoe
£WG TA PWHAIKA Xpovia. Aev €xouv armoKaAu@Oel Ktnpla
TTOU va ouvdEovTal Ue To LEPO. Evtunwolakn eival ) Umapén
XALAS WY avadnuatikwy e8wAiwY (mavw artd 4000) pe peydain
molkIAia poppwyv. Ol Aatpeuopeveg BeotnTeG oxetilovrav
HE TIG {woyoveG SUVANELG TNG PUONG, OTIWG N APTEWLG Kal O
Alovuoog, ot NUupeg 1) o otautog 060G Eunvog. Ta stldwhia
(ewk. 67) ameikovilouv O6pOILEG 1) KABTEVESG YUVALKEIEG LOPPEG
TTOU KPATOUV TIPOCPOPEG, detmvilovteg Beolg, udplapopoug
KO TTPOTOUEG. ATIO TNV TANOWPA ULKPOYPAPIKWY AYYEIWV TTOU
aveupebnoayv, ektiBevral ap@opiokol, oku@idla, USPIOKEG
Kal Kpatnpilokol, evw AUXvol Kal ayVUOEG GUUITANPWVOUV
To gUvolo. EEalpeTiko evdlapepov mapouatadlel XAAKLVN
PLAAN PE EYXAPOKTN SLOKOOUNOY) TECOAPWY SEAPIVIWY Kal
POSAKA, Artd TOV OTToI0 EKPUOVTAL TIEPIUETPIKA avOEua (EK. 68),
Kal TNV EVETTEYPaPT avaBnUATIK TPAITElA UE TNV ETTLYPAPY):
Aopw ? UAiq apav GEe (N Aopw €pepe WG EUXT) TOUTO TO SWPO),
YPAUUEVT BouoTpouENdOV (eIK. 69).

ewk.-fig. 68
XAAKLvN @LAAN pe
gyxdpakm dakoopnon i
TECOAPWY SEAPVIWV Kal - g
podaka, amnod Tov ornoio L . z}f
EKQUOVTAL TIEPIUETPLKA aVOEULA
Bronze bowl with incised decoration g
of four dolphins and rosette from
which palmettes sprout all around it
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ew.-fig. 67
MAwva eldwAla SLlaépwy TUMWV

oo ekpayeio mmAvng
UTPAg Yuvalkeiou

Clay figurines of various types €l6whiou

Plaster cast of a clay
mould for female
figurine

EldwAla yevelo@opwyv
Setmvilopevwy Bewv.
B’ wod 5ou at. X,
Figurines of bearded

banqueting gods.
2nd half of 5th century BC

ewk.-fig. 64
Ke@alég yuvalkeiwv avadnuatikwy 8wAiwy te mAolala KOu.
50¢ - 406 at. 1t.X.

Heads of female votive figurines with elaborate coiffure.
5th - 4th century BC

ek.-fig. 65
Kepahr) ABnvag pe attiko Tpilogo Kpavog.
Aplépwua oto lepo. 4og at. r.X.
Clay head of Athena with Attic triple-crested helmet.
Votive offering at the Sanctuary. 4th century BC
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pni - ek.-fig. 69
Aopua Tuia dpdv GEe

Tuvaikeio el6wAL0 udpLAPOPOU.
TéAn 5ou at. X,

EtdwAa kKopwyv Kabrjpuevwy ag Opovoug.

B’ wod 6ou at. m.X. Apxég 50u at. X,

Minor sanctuaries in the area of Thermos -
the Sanctuary at Taxiarchis (case 14)

In the village of Taxiarchis were found the ruins of two Archaic
temples of the late 6th century BC (fig. 63). In the cella of the
larger, a thick layer of ash with the remains of burnt bones
suggests the practice of ritual fire sacrifices (offerings entirely
consumed by flames). The smaller temple perhaps served as a
storeroom for the votive offerings. In case 14, we see typical
finds from the sanctuary, such as an antefix in the form of
Silenos, a small terracotta figurine of a lamb and terracotta
female heads of korai (fig. 64). A head of Athena with an Attic
triple-crested helmet (fig. 65) and a small bronze plaque with
the depiction of a small dog (fig. 66) are the most remarkable
exhibits.
ew.-fig. 66 ST
XaAKwvo avadnuatikd éNacpa pe enibetn dtakdounon TN

UKPOU akUAou. 40¢ at. 1t.X.

4th century BC

Bronze votive sheet with appliqué decoration of a little dog. ’ r
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Female figurine of a hydria-carrier. T Female figurines of korai (maidens). J'_«I;.m by
Late 5th century BC v‘{: ; Late 6th - early 5th century BC 3-':'
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Tuvaikeio el6WAL0 AuXVO@POPOU.

Figurines of enthroned korai (maidens).
2nd half of 6th century BC

Figurine of a female carrying
a lamp. Early 5th century BC

The Sanctuary at Chrysovitsa (case 15)

A second small rural sanctuary came to light in 1908 at
Chrysovitsa where open-air rituals were performed beside
a natural spring, dating from the 6th century BC to Roman
times. No building has, however, been found in connection
with the sanctuary but the existence of over 4.000 votive
figurines in a wide variety of types is impressive. The deities,
that were worshipped, were linked to the life-giving forces
of nature, such as Artemis and Dionysus, the Nymphs or the
river god Evinos. The figurines (fig. 67) represent seated or
standing female figures holding offerings, banqueting gods,
hydria-carriers and protomes (busts). The exhibition includes
a selection of the numerous miniature vessels that were found
(amphoriskoi, skyphidia, hydriskai and krateriskoi of the 6th-
3rd century BC), while lamps and loom weights complete the
display. Of particular interest are a bronze phiale (bowl), with
incised decoration depicting four dolphins and a rosette from
which palmettes sprout all around (fig. 68), and a clay votive
table (fig. 69) with the inscription: Aopw ? vlia apav @& (Doro
brought this gift to fulfil a vow), inscribed boustrophedon
(from left to right and right to left).

, . , Mpotoun képNG. 50¢ at. m.X.
Tuvatkeia eldWALa KOPWV.

TéN 60U - apXEC 50U at. TTX. Bust of kore (maiden). 5th century BC

Tuvaikeio el6WALO KOPNG, AKEPANO.
406 at. 1t.X.

Headless female figurine of kore (maiden).
4th century BC
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ENOTHTA 5

[OA£Lg - HEAN TNG ALTWALKNG ZUUTTOALTELAG

YUPW arto tov OEpuo

(mpobnkn 15)

Ol apylkd avoxUpwTOL OLKIOMOL - KWHEG TwV AITWAWYV
ekehlooovtal oe PEYANA OWKIOTIKA KEVTIPA HUE EVTUTIWOLAKA
OXUPWUEVEG OKPOTIOAELG. Ol TIONELG QUTEG KTIOMEVEG OE
OTPATNYIKA ONUEla, YUpw amod TIG Alpuveg Tpuxwvida kat
Avolpaxela kat otnv mapdila AltwAla, amotéAecav Tov
mupnva ¢ AITWALKNG Zuprtoltteiag. Ta mmAovola supnuarta
QIO TA VEKPOTAWEIA TOUG, TTIOU XPOVOAOYOUVTAL KUPIWG otnv
ETMOXN OAKMNG T™NG AITWALKNG ZUMITOALTELAG, (PAVEPWVOUV
UPNAS BLOTIKO KAl TIOAITIOTIKO ETTITESO, TTAPA TIG APVNTLKEG
AVAPOPES TWV apxaiwv ouyypa@ewyv yla toug AttwAoug.
MoAAd elval elonypéva LAPTUPWVTAG OMNMUAVTIKEG ELTTOPLKES
KOl TIOAITIOTIKEG ETTAPEG UE TOV UTTOAOUTO EAANVIKO XWPO.
Eupnjuata amod ta mAolola VEKpoTapEia apxaiwy TTOAEwWY,
onwg to Tpovelo (faBarov), ot Akpat (AtboBouvt), N Métarma
(Kawopayn), n Mapepia (Zrtapd\wva), ektiBevtal oty mpobnkn
16 (sk. 70). 18waitepo evdlapepov mapouatdlouvv Ta XAAKVA
ayyeia, Tou artote oLV e€aipeTa detypata XaAKoupylag, Ta xpuod
koounuata (dayxtulidt pe £vBeto AiBo gpuBpol xpwHatog,
ULKPOOKOTTIKEG QUPIKWVIKEG XAVTPEG) TAOUOLAC YUVALKELDG
Tapng artd v Ayia Tprada Avw Makpuvoug, kaBwg emiong
TMALVOG OTAMVOELONG KASOC UE TIPOXOY) O OXNUA AEOVTO-
KEPOANG Kal TPELG TTAAOTIKEG TIPOTOUES YEVEIOPOPWY avOpWY
artd 1o TPIXOVELD, TTIOU ACPAAWGE ATTOUELTAL AVTIOTOKO UETAN-
AKO OKeVOG. ATO TA EUPNUATA TOU TTAOUGLOU VEKPOTAPEIOU
Twv AKpwV TOU eKTiOevTal otnv mpodnkn Eexwpilouv dvo
TMAWVA AYYELQ, TIOU (PEPOUV EYXAPAKTEG ETILYPAPES OVOUATWY,
KOl LUKPY) UAALVY TPLPUAANOCTOUTN OLVOXOIOKN TTOU XPOVOAO-
YE(TaL oTaA TEAN TOU 60U - 50 at m.X. Ta xpuod @UANA KIGooU
Ao OTEPAVL TIPOEPXOVTAL A0 TAPO TNG TMOAEwWS Méetama,
EVW) QIO TO VEKPOTAWEIO TNG KWUNG Mappiag mpogpyxovral:
neplamto ano opsia KpUOTAAAO OE OXNUaA BATPAXOU, XPUCO
VEKPIKO SAXTUAISL LIE EYXAPAKTN (PTEPWTH LOPPY) OTY) OPEV-
806vn Kat xaAkivo KurteAo. Ta urtoAouta eKBEpata TPoEpyovTal
artd Tov O£pPo Kal TV eupuTePN Tteploxn) (Avainym, Mavépa,
Metpoxwpt, KawvoupyLo).

TKUPOELSNG KUALKA.
DEPeL EYXAPAKTN EMLYPAPY|
Tou ovouatog MIPKA
Katw anéd m Aafn.
Axpat (ABoBouwvi). TEAn 5ou at. m.X.
Skyphoid kylix (cup) with incised
inscription of the name “MIRKA”
under the handle.
Akrai (Lithovouni). Late 5th century BC

with flattened band, tiny biconical gold beads from a

MNepianto pe pop@r) Batpdxou amo opeia kpUaTailo.
Mappia (onu. ZitapdAwva). EAANvioTikn emoxn

Pendant of rock crystal, in the form of a frog. Pamphia
(modern Sitaralona). Hellenistic period _=
4 A

i

>INV &eExwplo enttoixla mpodnkn 19 ektiBetal xpuoog
otampag Tou BactAid Auoiudxou ™G OpAakng, Tou ormoiou N
nepiodog Baaoteiag ekteivetal and to 305 €wg 1o 281 m.X.
O Auaipaxog, dladoxog Tou M. AAeEavdpou, ekdiwte tov Muppo
armd TA ALTWALKA €dapr. MdapTtupdg TwWV KAAWY OXETEWV
glval SU0 ATWALKEG TIOAELG TTOU (PEPOUV TO OVOMA TOU Pacthd
Auvouayou kat tng Bacillooag Apotvong. XTov EUpoacdo-
TUTTO (PEPEL KEPAAN KEPAOTPOPOU Meyalou AAeEavdpou, wqg
Beomoinuévou you tou Appwvog Pa, oe katatoun mpog ta
6etla. Xtov omobotumo arelkovidetal n ABnva lMapBévog
KaBLoUéEvn o Bpovo, Kpatwvtag oTo Se&l TNG XEPL PTEPWTN
Nikn. Awakpivetat n emypapn BAIIAEQY AYXZIMAXOY.
MNpoépxetal armd MAOUGCLA KTEPIOUEVT TAPY) AIT0 TO TPLXOVELO
(onuepvn faBalov).

Xpuoog otampag Tou BaciAtd Aucudyou TG Opakng.
Ao mhouoto tago. Tpixdveto (faBalouv)
Gold stater of king Lysimachus of Thrace.
From a rich tomb. Trichoneion (Gavalou)

Xpuod eVWTLO TTOU ATOATYEL OE KEPAAY)
KpLoU. KegahoBpuoo Oéppou.
EAANVIOTIKN €7TOXT
Gold earring with head of a goat.

Kefalovryso of Thermos.
Hellenistic period

o~
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Xpuod koounuata and TAoUCLA YUVALKELD Tan.
AayTulidL pe évBeto AiBo epubpol xpwuatog,
SaxTUAISL o€ pop@N) ATAOU KPIKOU, UKPOOKOTTLKEG
AUPIKWVIKEG XAVTPEG TTEPLOEPAIOU, XPUOOKAWOTEG,.
Ayia Tprada Avw Makpuvoug.

TéNn 3ou - apxg 2ou at. X,

Gold jewellery from a rich female burial.
Finger ring with inset red stone, finger ring

necklace, gold threads.
Agia Triada of Ano Makrynou.
Late 3rd - early 2nd century BC

DUN\a KLIoGOU armod XPUaod TEPAVL.
Métana (Kagopaxn). TEAn 4ou at. ri.X.

Gold ivy leaves from a wreath.
Metapa (Kapsorachi). Late 4th century BC

XAaAKvo ayaApatidlo kKablopévou atyaypou.
Mavdpa ©¢ppou. EAAnvIoTIKn ertoxn

Bronze statuette of a seated goat.
Mandra of Thermos. Hellenistic period

Owoyxoiokn. Tpyoveto (faBaiou).

TéAn 4ou at. - apxeg 3ou at. X,
Miniature wine jug. Trichoneion (Gavalou).
Late 4th - early 3rd century BC &

YaAwn TPLpUANOCTOUN OLVOXOIOKY) LE KABETN
TAWVLWTT AaY) ato WSEG YUaAL.
Akpat (ABoBouw). Yotepog 60¢ - 50¢ at. rt.X.

Glass wine jug with trefoil mouth and vertical
strap handle of violet glass.
Akrai (Lithovouni). Late 6th - 5th century BC

XAaAKvog KavOapog. AaBEG e QUANOOKNES
TIPOOPUOELG. Aylog Avbpéag Makpuveiag.
TéAn 4ou au X,

Bronze kantharos (cup). Handles with leaf-

shaped finials. Agios Andreas of Makryneia.
Late 4th century BC

EpuBpdop@og appopiag
UE SLAKOOUNOT YUVAIKOG UITPOOTA
o€ Bwuo. AvBELa KATW arto TG AaBEG.
Tpwoveto (MaBalov). TéEAn 5ou at. 1t.X.

Red-figure amphora, decorated
with a female figure in front of an altar.
Trichoneion (Gavalou). Late 5th century BC JTapVOELSY G KABOG LE TTPOXOT| OE OXT A
AEOVTOKEPAANG KAl TPELG TTAACTIKEG
TIPOTOUEG YEVELOQOPWY avdpwv. Tpixovelo
(faBaiov). TEAn 4ou - apxeg 3ou at X,

Stamnoid jar with lion head spout
and three moulded bearded male figures.
Trichoneion (Gavalou).
Late 4th - early 3rd century BC
ek.-fig. 70
MNAwa Kat LETAANKA KTepiopaTa MAOUCLWY TAPWY
QIO VEKPOTAPELX AITWALKWY TIOAEWV
(Tpwdvelo, Akpat, Métana, Maupia K.A.).
Clay and metal funerary offerings in rich graves
from cemeteries of Aetolian cities
(Trichoneion, Akrai, Metapa, Pamphia, etc.).

UNIT 5

Cities - members of the Aetolian League

around the region of Thermos
(case 15)

The initially unfortified komai (village settlements) of the Aetolians
evolved into large urban communities with impressive fortified
citadels. These were built at strategic locations around Lakes
Trichonis and Lysimacheia and on the coast of Aetolia and
formed the nucleus of the Aetolian League. The rich finds from
their cemeteries, dating mainly to the period when the Aetolian
League flourished, reveal a high standard of living and cultural
level, despite the unfavourable references by ancient authors
to the Aetolians. Many of the grave-goods were imported and
demonstrate important commercial and cultural contacts with
the rest of Greece. Finds from the rich cemeteries of ancient
cities such as Trichoneion (Gavalou), Akrai (Lithovouni),
Metapa (Kapsorachi), and Pamfia (Sitaralona) are exhibited in
case 16 (fig. 70). Of particular interest are the bronze vessels,
which are impressive examples of the bronzesmith’s craft,
gold jewellery (a ring inlaid with an oval red stone and tiny
biconical beads) from a rich female burial at Agia Triada near
Makrynou. There is also a clay ‘bucket’ from Trichoneion with a
spout in the shape of a lion’s head and three busts of bearded
men, which doubtless imitates a metal vessel. Among the finds
exhibited from the rich cemetery at Akrai are two clay vessels,
which bear incised names and a small glass trefoil-mouthed
oinochoiske (juglet) dating to the late 6th-5th century BC.
The wreath of gold ivy leaves comes from a grave at Metapa,
whilst from the cemetery at Pamphia are a frog-shaped rock-
crystal pendant, a gold funerary ring with an engraved winged
figure on the bezel, and a bronze cup. The other exhibits are
from Thermos and the surrounding areas (Analipsi, Mandra,
Petrochori, Kainourgio).

In the separate case 19 is a gold stater of King Lysimachus of
Thrace, whose reign extended from 305 to 281 BC. Lysimachus,
a successor of Alexander the Great, expelled Pyrrhus from
Aetolian territory. Two Aetolian cities with the name of King
Lysimachus (Lysimachia) and Queen Arsinoe bear witness to
their good relations. On the obverse is the head of Alexander
the Great Kerasphoros (horned), as the deified son of Amun Ra,
facing right. On the reverse is Athena Parthenos enthroned,
holding a winged Victory in her right hand. The inscription
reads BASILEOS (King) LYSIMACHOQY. It comes from a richly
furnished grave at Trichoneion (modern Gavalou).
P
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Enionpa nmwpatog tputodikng nuidag
ue napaotaon Epwtog kat Wuxng.
Ayia Tpuada Avw Makpuvoug,.

TéAn 3ou - 206 at. X,

Tondo from a pyxis lid with a scene

of Eros and Psyche.

Agia Triada, Ano Makrynou.

Late 3rd - 2nd century BC



Evotnta 6

AttwAIKY) ZuputoAtteia. ‘Eva TOATIKO TPWTOTTOPLAKO CUOTNUAL:
QITO TO PUAETIKO €BVOC 0NV opooTIovdia TIOAEWV

'HoN artd ta t€An Tou 5ou at X, gaivetal OTL ugplotatal BEopKa
1o Kowvo twv AITwAWY, TO OTT0I0 0T CUVEXELA PETaoynaTideTal
o€ opooToveia MOAEwVY. H yévwnon g ArtwAkng ZUITOALTEIAG
TomoOeTElTAL OTIC apXEG TOU 30U al TT.X. KAl CUWTUTTEL LIE TN
VikN Twv AltwAwyv Katd Twv fadatwyv. To mavattwAlko lepo,
EKTOG a0 emionUo OPNOKEUTIKO KEVTPO, QITOTEAEL TTAEOV
KAl TNV JTOALTIKT) €6pa TNG AITWALKNG ZUMITOALTELG, OTTOU
KaBe Xpovo ol AltwAol TeAovoav «Ayopas Te Kai mavnYUPELS
ETPAVEDTATAG, £TL O€ TAC TWV APXAPETIOV KATAOTATEIGY.

Ot ActwAol avemntugav £va amo Ta TTLo TIPWTOTTOPLAKA TTOALTIKA
OUCTNUATA OTOV apXaio KOOUO. ZETEPVWVTAG TTAYLWUEVOUG
TIOAITIKA Beapolg (Baotheia, TTOAN-KPATOC) Snuovpynoay pua
OLOOTIOVOLOKY] OPYAVWOT TTIOAEWY, TIPOTUTTO Kal UTTOSELYUa
KOWVOTTOMTELOKOU KPATOUG €WG TIG MEPEG Hag. O Beoudg g
JuumoAlteiag Baol{otav oTtnv AUTOVOLLd, LOOTTOATElA Kal
LOOTIUA TWV TIOAEWV-UENWY, IE TNV AOKNOY KOWNG €EWTEPIKNG
TIOAITIKNG Kal TNV €kdoom Kowvou vouiopatog. H kawvotopia
NTav OtL arodexotav el (00lG OPOLG TIG TTOAEIG-UEAN TNG,
avTiOeTa PE TNV TMPAKTIKN TTou akoAouBouoav alla Kowva
(Axaikd 1) Akapvaviko). AANa mpovola ftav: n aculia, n
£€yKtnomn yng (Sikaiwpa Katoxng akivntng rmeplouvciog oe
TIOAELG EKTOC TWV OPIWV NG SIKNG TOUg), N emyauia (cuvaygm
YAuou pe aropa amd Siagopda PUAA) K.A. XTO ATTOYEL0 TNG
OKUNG ™G, M€oa Tou 3ou at 1.X., N Zumoltteia, meplteAauBave
oxedov o\OKANPN ™ Xteped EANGSa, Tunua g Hmeipou,
VW evwbnkav og autnyv moAelg g Melommovviioou Kat tng
Konmg. O F. Walbank avagépel mwg «n AITwAIKn) JUpumoAlteia
aoteAEl Eva mapddelypa tneg agvang tKavornrac Twv EAAVwy
va avmnoxptvovrat 0€ VEEG TTOA ru<£c 1po Ana&g&; Bpquovrac

}1. - T *i )

Aopn Kat Asttoupyia ™G ATWALKNG ZUITOALTEIAG

«... &V Oépuolg ¢ AitwAiag, 6mmou Ta¢ dpyalpeaiag roteiobat
IATPLOV QUTOIG 0TIV ...» (XTpafwy, lewypapika X, 3.2)

To avwTtato Kal Kupiapxo owpa TG ZUMITOALTEIAG MTav n
JUVEAEUON, TIOU CUVEPXOTAV OE SUO TAKTIKEG OUVOSOUG, TWV
OepKWY Kal TwV MavalrtwAlkwy: N mpwtn To eOWoOnweo,
KATA TNV lonuepia oto lepod Tou OEppou kat n SevTepn TV
avolén oe SlaoPETIKY) KABe popd mOAN ™G ArtwAiag. X’
QUTEG UETEXAV Ol AVOPEG TIOU EiXAV TIOAITIKA SIKALWLLATA Kat
e€éheyav He aueomn Yngopopia ta opyava tng KEVIPIKNG
Sloiknong. ‘Eva aA\o cul\oyiko 6pyavo NTav To JUVESPLOo 1)
BouAn mou artoteAoUVTaV anmd TOUG AVTUTPOCWITOUG TWV
TIOAEWV-UEAWY NG ZuptoAtteiag. H doun tou Xuvedpiou
Baowotav oto avaloylko GUCTNUA EKITPOCWINONG. To Cwua
TWV ATTOKANTWY artoTteEAOVCE £va SUVAIKO Kal EXEUUO0 CU-
BoUAlo, ToU €ixe TNV €§ouclodotnon va xewpiletal coBapd
Opata, Kupiwg eEwtepkng OMTIKNG. O XTpamyog 1 AITwAGEXNG
NTAV 0 aAVWTATOG APXWYV TNG XUWITOAITEIAG KAl EKAEYOTAV
arneuBeiag amo T ZUVEAEUOT TwV Ogpuikwy. Eixe TOANITIKEG
KOl OTPATIWTIKEG apUOSLOTNTEG HE eviavola Onteia. AN
aflwuata Nrav: o Inmapyog, apxnyog Tou UTILkou, ol U0
lpauuateig, ol emta Tauisg, ol emta EmAéktapyot, ol BouAapyot
kat ot Nopoypdpot. AKoAouBoUV aLwATA UKPOTEPNG ONUACIAG
Kal KUPOUG, OTIWG Ol XPEWPUAAKEG, OL ayopavouol, ol BgokoAot,
Ol LEPOPUAAKEG K.A.

UNIT 6

The Aetolian League: An innovative political system:

The Aetolian ‘commonwealth’ appears to have been established
already by the end of the 5th century BC, and was then
transformed into a federation of cities. The birth of the Aetolian
League dates to the early 3rd century BC and coincides with
the victory of the Aetolians over the Gauls. The Panaetolian
Sanctuary, besides being the official religious centre, was also
from this time the political seat of the League, where every
year the Aetolians held their “gatherings and their splendid
festivities and elected their magistrates”.

The Aetolians developed one of the most innovative political
systems in the ancient world. Overcoming entrenched political
institutions (kingdom, city-state) they created a federation
of different cities, which has been a model for federal states
until the present day. The institution of the Confederacy
was based on autonomy, equality before law and equality of
city-states, by exercising common foreign policy and using
a common currency. The novelty was that they accepted
the cities as members on equal terms, in contrast with the
common practice, which was followed by other Leagues (the
Achaean or the Akarnanian). Other privileges were immunity,
egktisis (the right of ownership of property in cities outside
the boundaries of their own), epigameia (the right to marry
a person of a different ‘tribe’) etc. As its peak, in the middle
of the 3rd century BC, the Aetolian League included almost
the whole of central Greece, part of Epirus and incorporated
cities in the Peloponnese and Crete. F. Walbank says that
“the Aetolian League is an example of the eternal capacity of
Greeks to meet new pgbtlcal challenges by fmdmg-new soluttons

.h“zﬂﬁ

from tribal nation to a federation of cities

The organization and operation of the Aetolian
League

“...at Thermos in Aetolia, where they elect their magistrates, is
their fatherland” (Strabo, Geographica X 3.2)

The supreme sovereign body of the Aetolian League was the
Assembly, which convened in two regular sessions each year:
at the autumn equinox, in the Sanctuary of Apollo at Thermon
(the Thermika) and in the spring in a different city of Aetolia
each time (the Panaitolika). The meeting involved all the men
who had political rights and by direct vote they elected the
members of the central administration. Another constitutional
body was the Council or Boule consisting of representatives
of the city-members of the League. The Council’s structure
was based on proportional representation. The Apoklitoi
(high-ranking officials) constituted a powerful and secretive
council, which had the power to determine important issues,
particularly in relation to foreign policy. The General or
Aetolarchis was the highest archon (magistrate) of the League
and was elected directly by the Assembly at the Thermika.
He had political and military powers for a one-year term.

Other officials were the Hipparchos, the commander of the cavalry,
the two Secretaries, the seven Treasurers, the seven Epilectarchoi
(military commanders), the Boularchoi (regional governors) and
the Nomographoi (law scribes). Minor functionaries included
Chreophylakes (debt collectors), Agoranomoi (market ‘police’),
as well as Theokoloi and Hierophylakes WJ:th reli ious duties.
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Agpopwroypaplatrg Ayepag tou lepou

Aerial view of.the Agora of the Sanctuary



H aktivoBoAia g AITWAIKNG ZUTTOALTELAG.
Ta ktpla Tou lepov

ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM OF THERMOS
The influence of the Aetolian League.
The buildings of the Sanctuary

Tov 30 at. m.X. n AlTwAK XupmoAlteia Bplokotav oTo A
andyelo MG Suvaung TG Kat To lepd ekTOG Ao OPNOKEUTIKO,
METATPETETAL KAl O TIOAMTIKO KEVTPOo TnG. Kataokeualovtal
MEYOAOTIPETIA KTN)PLA, Ol TPELG OTOEG, TO «BouAeutplo», oL dUo
KPMVEG, Kal TTAEOV O XWPOG TNG TTOMTIKNG Ayopdag cuvdEsTal
OPXITEKTOVIKA HE TO XWPO TWV VAWV CE €va eVidio aUVOAo,
TO oroio mepIBAAAETAL Ao TeiXoG Ue SeKAEEL MUPYOUG Kal
600 TIUAEG. XTO MEYAANO AVOIKOSOUNTO XWPO SUTIKA TWV ‘-
QITOKAAUPBEVTWY KTNpiwv glval ToAU mbavo OTL atrvovtav

TIPOXELPOL KATAUALOMOL KAl TIPAYMATOTTOIOUVTAY EUTTOPIKEG
OUVAAAQYEG, EOPTEG KAl TTAVIYUPELG.

NA mmOAn
SW gate

=

In the 3rd century BC the Aetolian League was at the peak
of its power and the Sanctuary in addition to its religious role
became also a political centre. Magnificent buildings, such as
the three stoas (Porticos), the “Bouleuterion” (Council House)
and the two spring chambers, were erected. The area of the
political Agora was now structurally integrated into a single
entity with the temples and was surrounded by a fortification
wall with sixteen towers and two gates. The large area to the

west of the excavated buildings was probably an open area

for temporary encampments, where commercial transactions,
celebrations and festivals were performed.
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Naog Aptépudog
Temple of Artemis
N

Naog AltoAwvog Ogpuiou @

Temple of Apollo Thermios _
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Notia otod
{  South stoa
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«TAG €V OEpUW OTOAG KAl TA Aouta TWV avadnuatwvs,
MMoAuBiog, lotopiwv VI, 13, 3.2
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H moA\Tikn) ayopd Tou OEPUOU QITOTEAEL EVTUTTWOLAKO Selypa
MVNUELWSOUG XWPOTAEIKNG OpYAvVWONG, TIOU XPOVOAOYELTAL
oTo TENOG Tou 4ou- apxeg 3ou at m.X. lMNMephappavel Tpelg '-
OTO£G (AvVaTOAIKT), SUTIKN Kal vOTLa), To «Bouleutnplo» Kat SUo

Kp1veG. Ol oTOEG elval amod TIG PEYAAUTEPEG, Kal Xpnolpuevav

\

W

The Agora

“The stoas and the other dedications”.
Polybius Histories VII, 13, 3, 2.

Bopela mtUAn
North gate
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Naog AtoAAwvog Auoeiou
Temple of Apollo Lyseios

L

\

AN

[

\
1l

yla TIG OUVESPLATELG KAl TIG APXALPETLEG TNG ZUMITOALTELAG,
OAAG Kal yia TN PUAAEN Tou apxeiov MG, TwV AAPUPWV KAl TwV
avadnuatwy. Avapeoa omy avatohkn (173 x 13,50 ) kat ot
SUTIKY) otod (164 x 13,60 L) SIAUOPPWVETAL 1] «TTAATEI 056OC»,
omou owdetal peyalog aplbpog Babpwv kat e&edpwy, mou
NTAV OTNUEVOL XAAKIVOL AVOPLAVTEG. 2TA AVATOAIKA TNG KPNVNG

n unapén mANBwpag ABvwyv Bacewv dla@opwy oxNUATWV
artoTeAEl €vOelEn OTL 0 XWPOG €ixe xpnolormonBei yia v
avaptnon Twv ABwwv evenmilypa@wyv omAWY, OTIC OTTOIEC
avaypagovtav Kupiwg ta Pneiopata tou Kowvol twv ArtwAwy.
H votia otod (185 x 15,40 W.) ev €xel akoun avaokagei. To
TETPATAEUPO KTNPLO PE TTPOOTAOT OTO VOTIO AKPOo TG Ayopdc,
TTIOU OeV EXEL AKOUN €PEUVNOEL, EXEL TAUTIOTEL LIE «BOUAEUTNPLO.
H kpnivn, otn BopeloduTIKn AKPN TNG «TTAATEIAG 0D0U», EXEL
KOTOOKEVUAOTEL EMAVW O€ UOLKN TNYN 7ou avaBAulel €wg
onuepa. H ekova tou lepol armoteAovoe €va PEYONOTIPETTO KAl
EMPBANTIKO B€apa, PE TO TTAVAPXALO, SWPLKNAG AUOTNPOTNTAG
lepd, oto €va akpo kat TV Ayopd UE TIG EMIBANTIKEG OTOEG Kal
Ta XI\adeg avadbnuata oto dllo. OAa auTtd KataoTpEPovTal

Katd TN SUTAY) elofBolr) Tou Duhinmou E’ atov Oépuo to 218
kat 206 m.X.
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«Bouleutplo»
“Bouleuterion”
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Avanmapdotaon Twv Hvnueiwv g Ayopdg

kat tou lepou (oxédlo I Alapavtonouiog)
Reconstruction drawing of the Agora

and the Sanctuary (drawing by G. Diamantopoulos)

The Agora of Thermos is an impressive example of monumental
planning, linking the sacred and the civil as a single whole. This
arrangement dates to the late 4th-early 3rd century BC. The
Agora includes three stoas (east, west and south), the so-called
“Bouleuterion” (Council House) and two spring chambers. The
stoas (Porticos) were among the largest in the Greek world.
The meetings and the elections of the Aetolian magistrates
took place inside the stoas. The records of the League were
kept here as well as offerings and the spoils of war. Between
the East (173 x 13.50m.) and West (164 x 13.60m.) Stoas
stretched an imposing avenue lined with numerous pedestals
and platforms that once supported bronze statues. To the east
of the spring chamber, large number of stone bases of different
shapes show that this was an area set aside for the inscribed
stelae, recording the resolutions and decrees of the Aetolian
League itself. The rectangular building in the southern part of
the Agora, which has been termed the ‘Council House' and the
South Stoa (185 x 5.40 m) have not yet been excavated. The
spring chamber was built at the northwest end of the avenue

to take advantage of a natural spring that still flows today. The

Sanctuary was a magnificent and impressive spectacle, with its
ancient austere Doric temple at one end and the Agora with
its imposing stoas and thousands of offerings at the other. All

this was destroyed during two successive attacks by Philip V of
Macedon (in 216 and 208 BC).

Agpo@wToypapia Tou VOTIOU TUY)UATOE
ANG “mhateiag 0da0” ™G Ayopdg

erial view of the southern part
f the “avenue” of the Agora
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H 86&a ™ ActwAikng ZupmoAtteiag (kataokeun 12)

>TaOpog oty loTopla TG XUMITONTEIOG NTAV N VIKN Twv
AtwAwyv kata twv fahatwyv to 279 n.X. Ot falateg mite-
Onkav oto Mavteio Twv AsApwy, To orolo Katdgepav va
npootateloouv ol ArtwAol kal BswpnBnkav owtnpeg Tou.
Qg avtibwpo €\afav v mpwtokabedpia ot AeApikr) AppL-
KTLOVia, €XOVTAG UTTO TOV EAEYXO TOUG TO MEYAAO TTAVEAATVIO
lepd. e avauvnon g VIKNG Toug €otnoav duo mapouold
Tporaia otov Ofpuo kat otoug AgApoug, ou ameikovilav
YUVAUKEIQ OTTALOMEVT LOP®Y), ] OTtoia TauTideTal e TNV ITPoow-
morompévn AltwAia, KaBlopeEvn MAvw O CWPO OTTAWV TWV
nrtnuévwy lahatwy (ek. 71). Ané to tponaio otov O¢puo
SlampnrOnkav EAAXIoTa TUNUATA, KUPIWG arto ) Baon, Ta ormoia
Kal eKkTiBevtal (€K. 72). >Ta ATWALKA vVopiopata 1 AltwAia
anelkoVvideTal onmAoUEVN, KpaTtwvTtag &ipog oTo aploTePOd XEPL
kat 50pu ato Se&i, popolae e€wuida (eidog kovTou YITwva TTou
aPnve aka\urto To Se€l0 WO Kat To otO0g), evEpouideg ota
TIOd1a Kal kKauoia oTo Ke@AAL MeTagl TwV YOAATIKWY OTIAWY
avayvwpldovtat aoTtideg, Kpavn, TEPIKVNIUSA, CANTTLY YA, EQUTTTLO.
2 TO KEVTPO TNG avwTePNG Pabuidag Tng KATAOKEUNG eKTiOevTaL
Tpla ouvavnkovta TUMUata ABwvou op@alol pe avayluen
Slakoounon (ew. 72).

MAwva apxITEKTOVIKA UEAN TNG AVATOALKYG OTOAG
(kataokeun 13P)

Ta kthpla ™G Ayopdg EPOouV TTAOUGCLO KEPAUOTTAAOTIKO
dtakoopo. H oipn g AvatoAlkng Xtodg SlakooUEelTal He
BAAOTOOTIEIPEG Kal AEOVTOKEPAAEG USPOPPOEC (EK. 73), EVW oL
TPLYWVLIKOL KAAUTTTPEG TNG OTEYNG QTTOAYOUV OE OKPOKEPALLA
ME avayAuen @UTIKY Stakoounon (ewk. 74). H oiun tou
OETWLLATOG £PEPE YPAITTY) SIAKOOLINOY AVOEUIWY KAl TO YWVIAKO
OKPWTNPLO EIXE TN LOP®Y) KaBLoTou Alovtaplou (gK. 75).

YTEYN «AuKwrou» (kataokeun 13a)

Metd amd TNV OAIKR KATAOTPOET TOu O€puou amo Tov
Oi\utmo E’ (218 kat 206 m.X.) mMOANA anmd TA KTAPLA £7TL-
okevalovtal Kal EmavayxpnolUorololvTal. XTNV CGVATOALKY)
OTOA KATAOKEVAETAL VEQ OTEYN ME TIEPITEXVA, KOPLVOLAKOU
TUMOU Kepapidia. Oplopéva, OMWG OTPWTNPES, KANUTTTIPEG
Kal avOsuwTO aKPOKEPAUO (EK. 76), pépouv oppayida e To
ovoua «AUKWIToU», TIOavov To OVORa TOU apXLTEXVITN 1 Tou
KATAOKELAOTY, 1) ToU Xopnyou (206 at. 1t.X.). XtV idla otéyn
AVNKEL EVOEXOUEVWG KAl OTPWINPAG ME TTAoUCLA YPAITTh
dlakoounan (ek. 77).

ew.-fig. 73
YS&poppoeg He LoPp®T| KEQAANG AlovTaplol

Waterspouts with lions’ heads

" waihiadd.
ek.-fig. 76 - N
AKPOKEPAMO HE AVOEPWTY) Slakdounom,
TIoU PéPEL TNV eTtypapr] «AYKQFOY»

_ Antefix with palmette decoration
~ and the inscription “AYKQIMOY” (Lykopou)

el
e

Reconstruction drawing
of the statue of Aetolia
in Delphi (Courby 1927)

The Glory of the Aetolian League (construction 12)

eik.-fig. 71 The victory of the Aetolians over the Gauls in 279 BC was
Avarnapdotaon
TOU AYAAHATOG TNG
AutwAiag otoug AeA@oug

a landmark in the history of the Aetolian League. The Gauls
attacked Delphi, but the Aetolians were able to protect it
and after their victory they were considered its saviours.
In return, they were granted the Presidency of the Delphic
Amphictyony (Confederacy), gaining effectively control of
this great Panhellenic sanctuary. In commemoration of their
victory they erected two identical trophies at Thermos and
Delphi in the form of an armed goddess, the personification
of Aetolia, seated on a pile of weapons of the defeated Gauls
(fig. 71). A few fragments of the Thermos trophy, mostly from
the base, are preserved and exhibited here (fig. 72). According
to Aetolian coins, Aetolia was represented armed, holding a
sword in her left hand and a spear in her right. She wore an
exomis (a short chiton which left the right shoulder and breast

bare), endromides (high boots) on her feet and a kausia (hat) on
her head. The trophy itself included shields, helmets, a greave,

ew.-fig. 72
Kataokeun e Construction 12

a trumpet and a saddle. Above this display are three joining
fragments of a stone omphalos with relief decoration (fig. 72).

ew.-fig. 74

AKpoképapo

HE avayAu®n avoepwtn
Slakdounon

Antefix with palmette
decoration in relief
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ew.-fig. 77
JTPWTNPAG KOPLVOLAKOU TUTTOU ME YPATTTY) SLOKOOUNGT OXNLATOONUEVWY aVOEUiwY,
avBO£wv AwToU, aoTpaydalou Kal patavépou

Corinthian cover tile (stroter) with painted decoration

(palmettes, lotus buds, moulding of rounded and convex section, meander)

Terracotta architectural elements
from the East Stoa (construction 13b)

The buildings in the Agora had rich terracotta decoration. The
sima (gutter) of the East Stoa was decorated with plant tendrils
and lion’s head waterspouts (fig. 73), whilst the triangular
capping tiles ended in antefixes with plant decoration in relief
(fig. 74). The sima of the pediment had painted decoration of
palmettes and the corner acroterion of the pediment was in the
form of a seated lion (fig. 75).

ew.-fig. 75
AKPWTNPLO HE HOPPY) KABLOTOU Alovtaplol

Acroterion in the form of a lion (placed on the apex or corners of a pediment)

The “Lykopos” roof (construction 13a)

After the total destruction of Thermos by Philip V (in 218 and
206 BC), many buildings were repaired and reused, such as
the East Stoa where a new roof has been constructed with
elaborate Corinthian-style tiles. Several of them, such as cover
and capping tiles and a palmette-like antefix, have a stamp
with the name “Lykopos” (fig. 76), probably the name of the
master-craftsman or manufacturer or the donor (2nd century BC).
To the same roof probably belongs a capping tile (stroter) with
rich painted decoration (fig. 77).




",

Aonpévio dnvaplo Pwpaikng Anpokpatiag.
Nopuopatokorneio Pwung. 90 m.X.

Roman republican silver denarius.
Mint of Rome. 90 BC _—

° Aonuéviog atatnpag tou Oeaaalikol Kowvou.
Télog 20u - péoa lou at m.X.

Silver stater of the Thessalian Confederacy.
Late 2nd - mid-1st century BC

Aonpévio nuispaxuo Matpwv, uro tnv Axaikn
JupmoAtteia. 195 - 188 ni.X.

Silver hemidrachm of Patras, under the Achaean
League. 195 - 188 BC

Aonuévia dpaxun Xahkidog. Mep. 338 - 308 mn.X.
Silver drachm of Chalkis. c. 338 - 308 BC

Aonpévio tpiwpolo Xikuwvog. Mep. 330/320 -
nep. Sekaetia 280 m.X.

Silver triobols of Sikyon. ¢ 330/320 - c. 280’s BC

MOATIOTIKEG KAl EUTTOPLKEG OXETELG TWV AITWAWYV
(mpobnkn 20)

H m\nbwpa twv vouopdtwy, 1mou Bpébnke oto lepd kat mpo-
EPXETAL ATTO SLAPOPEG TIOAELG, (PAVEPWVEL TIG TTOMTIOTIKEG Kal
ETTOPIKEG OXEOELG TWV AITWAWY UE ANNEC TIEPLOXES (ZIKUWV,
Matpa, EVBola, Bowrtia, MeyahdmoAn, Makedovia, >upakoUoeg,
Pwun, Mikpa Acia). Ot glkovoypapkol TUToL TwWV VOUULOUATWY
™G AITWALKNG ZUMITOALTEIAG armnyouv Tt Aatpeia Twv dvo
HEYAAWV BgomTwy, Tou ATTOAWVOG Kal TNG ApTEdog, Kal
TOUG TOTILKOUG MUB0oUG, Oomwg To Kuvnyl tou KaAudwviou
Karmpou (gk. 78). Metd ) HeYAAn Vikn otoug AsApoug Katda
Twv la\atwy, elcayetal Kovog TUTTOG VOULIOMATOG yid OAN TN
Y UWITOALTELQ, TTOU (PEPEL OTOV OTIIOBOTUTIO TNV NTAPACTACY) TOU
Tporaiov pe TNV AlTwAia KaOIOUEVN MTAVW OTIC AOTIOEG TWV
NTmMuévwy fahatwy. EkTiOetal ogipd VOULOUATWY XAAKIVWYV
Kal apyupwy, TIOU XPOVOAOYIKA KAAUTTTOUV TO Slaotnua ano
0 B’ a6 Tou 4ou at. 1.X. £wg tov 3o at. wX. (k. 79).

ew.-fig. 78
XAAKWVO NULWBOAO AITWALKNG
JuproAteiag. 239 - 229 n.X.

Bronze hemiobol of Aetolian League. Bronze hemiobol of Aetolian League.
239 - 229 BC 323 - 300/290 BC

XAAKvo NULWBOAO AITWALKNG
Juprohtteiag. 323 - 300/290 n.X.
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The cultural and commercial contacts of the
Aetolians (case 20)

The abundance of coins, which were found in the Sanctuary
and originate from different cities, reveals the political and
commercial relationships with other regions (Sikyon, Patras,
Euboea, Boeotia, Megalopolis, Macedonia, Syracuse, Rome,
Asia Minor). The iconographic types reflect the cult of two
great deities, Apollo and Artemis, and local legends, such as
the Calydonian Boar Hunt (fig. 78). After the great victory at
Delphi over the Gauls, a common currency was introduced
throughout the League, which has on the obverse the
trophy with Aetolia seated on the shields of the defeated
Gauls. The display includes bronze and silver coins covering
the period from the second half of the 4th century BC to
the 3rd century AD (fig. 79).

ew.-fig. 79
XdaAkivo acodplo Kopive
206 - log at. m.X.

Aonpévio dnvaplo Oktaplavou
AuyoUaTou. ITaAko VOULoUATOKOTE(O.
Mep. 29 - 27 n.X.

Silver denarius of Octavianus
Augustus. Italian mint. c. 29 - 27 BC

Bronze assarion of Corinth.
2nd- 1st cent. BC

Emiypaweg. O {wvtavog Adyog Twv AlTwAwv
(kataokeun 14)

Ot emypageg tou lepol amotelolv to {WVTAVO AOYO TWV
AtwAwV €wGg TIG UEPEG MaG. Ta Keipeva, xapayuéva os Aibo
1 METAAAO, KOLVOTTOLOUVTAV OE OANOUG TOUG TTOAITEG HE TNV
avaptnor Toug oTo XwPo Tou lepou. lMapéxouv TTOAUTIUEG
TIANPOPOPIEG YIa TN (w1 TwV AITWAWY, T SOUN KAl 0pYAavwan
™G ATwALKNAG YUMITONTEIAG. Y aUTEG avagEpovTal miong
OVOUATA 2TPATNYWYV KAl AAAWY aSlwUaToUXWwV, TIOAELG-EAT
EVTOG KAl EKTOG AITWAIKYG ETIKPATELAG, KABWS KAl OVOUATA TWV
UNVWV TOU ATWAIKOU NUEPOAOYIOU. AVAAOYa LE TO TTEPIEXOUEVO
Toug Slakpivovtal as Pn@iopata, avabnUaTIKEG KAl ATTEAEU-
OepWTIKEG. ATTO TNV NMANOWPA TWV EMLYPAPWY eKTiBevTaL:
a) AiBivn omAn mou mephapBavet avabeon oto EPO, Ynelopa
Tou Kotvou twv AltTwAwv amovoung npo&eviag o ABnvaio
TIOAIT ovopatt AuatkAr) (250 - 225 m.X.), cuppayia kat armo-
dox1 oto Kowo twv AltwAwv Twv KAatolkwv TG Mayvnoiag
Tou Matavépou ™G M. Aaiag (212 - 208 11.X), B) evermiypapn
otnAn pe Ymoetopa tou Kowvol Twv AITWAWV AITOVOUNG
npogeviag otov A@BovnTo Tou Xapidnuou Kal Toug uloug Tou
artd MV Axdia POwtida (gk. 80), y) ojAn mou meptAapBavet:
avAabeon ToU AyAALATOG TOU oTpatnyol Twv AtrtwAwv Aynta
oto lepd ToU ATOAAWVOG OToV OEpUo Ao KATOIKOUG NG
Aauiag, Yneopa tou Kovou Twv AlTwAWY QITOVOLNG TIOALTEING
oe 8V0 adelpla (ApioTwv kal Mevekpdtmng) amod ) Iuvpvn
(218-212 m.X.), 8) AiBwvn oAn pe Yneiopa tou Kowvou twv
ATWAWV QITOVOLING TTOAITIKWY TIPOVOUIWY OE KATOIKOUG TTIOAEWV,
mou Sev avnkav otnv AtwALK) ZUMToALteia, €) Opavopa
ETTIOTUNIOU UE TIUNTIKY EMLypapn xopnyias (apxeg 3ou at m.X.).
EKTOG TwV emtypapwy tou lepou, ekTiOstal Kal pia emypagn
arto to lepd g Appodimg Plotuidog ato Kpio Nepd Nepopavag,
OTNV OTola AVAYPAPETAL AITOPAOT] ATEAEUBEPWONG TOU SOUAOU
MoAukAeitou (gk. 81).
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ewk.-fig. 80
AiBwn eveniypapn othAn pe Yneopa tou Kool twv AltwAwy arovopung ripoeviag
atov ApBdvNTo Tou Xapidnpou Kat Toug aroyovougs Toug.
A’ oo 3ou at. X,

Inscribed stone stele with decree of the Aetolian Confederacy
providing the right of “proxenia” (right of representation) to Afthonitos,
son of Charidimos, and his descendants.
1st half of 3rd century BC

Inscriptions: the Aetolians in their own words
(construction 14)

The inscriptions from the Sanctuary give us today the words of
the Aetolians themselves. The texts, cut in stone or metal, were
“published” to all citizens by setting them up at the Sanctuary.
The inscriptions give us direct and important information about
the life of the Aetolians and the organization of the Aetolian
League. The names of Generals and other officials, the names of
cities-states inside or outside the Aetolian territory and the
names of the months of the Aetolian Calendar are all given.
The surviving inscriptions fall into three categories, decrees,
dedications and manumissions (liberations of slaves). Some of
the numerous inscriptions are displayed in the exhibition: a)
stone stele which includes: a dedication at the Sanctuary and
a decree granting proxenia (the right of representation) to an
Athenian citizen called Lysikles (250-225 BC) and the record
of an alliance with, and acceptance of, the citizens of Magnesia
on the Meander in Asia Minor into the League (212-208 BC),
b) inscribed stele recording the grant, by the League, of proxenia
to Aphthonetos, son of Haridimos, from Achaia Phthiotis and
to his sons (fig. 80), c) stele recording the dedication of a statue
of the Aetolian General, Hagetas, at the Sanctuary of Apollo at
Thermos by residents of Lamia and the grant, by the League,
of civil rights to two brothers, Ariston and Menekrates, from
Smyrna (218-212 BC), d) stone stele recording the grant by the
League of political rights to residents of cities which did not
belong to the League, e) fragment of architrave with honorary
inscription of a sponsorship (early 3rd century BC). Apart from
the above inscriptions from the Sanctuary, there is also an
inscription from the sanctuary of Aphrodite in Phistyon, from
Kryo Nero near Neromana, with the record of the manumission
of the slave Polykleitos (fig. 81).
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ewk.-fig. 81

AiBwn everiypagn otnAn pe artd@aon arneheuBépwaong Tou SovAou MoAukAeitou.
Mpoépxetat arnod to lepd ™ Appoditg Potuidog. Kpuo Nepod Nepoudvag Oéppou.

Méoa 20u at. rt.X.

Stone stele with a manumission inscription, which refers to the liberation of a slave named Polykleitos.

Sanctuary of Aphrodite in Phistyon. Kryo Nero of Neromana near Thermos.
Mid-2nd century BC



«mtepl TNV KatapOBopav tol Ocpuou ...»
H mapakun kat n rtwon MG AITwWAIKNG ZURITOALTEIAS
(mpobnkn 18)

«... Exovtag &nAadn umoym toug oca eixav kavel ot ArtwAol
oto Aio kai otn Awdwvn dpxioav va Kaiouv TIG OTOEG Kal va
KATAOTPEPOUV TA dAAQ a@lEpWUATA, TTOU NTav akpiBa otnv
KQTOOKEUT) TOUG Kal UEPLKA €ixav Yivel pe moAAY @povtiba kat
damavn. Kat 6 xaAaoav UOVO TIG 0POPEG TWV OIKNUATWY UE TN
PWTIA, aAAA Kal Ta YKpeploav ouBEuela. Avartodoyuploav aKoun
Kal TOUG avOpLAVTEG, TTOU NTaV OxL Alyotepol armd duo XIALAdeG:
JTOAAOUG TOUG KATEOTPEY AV, EKTOG QIT’ OOOUG EIXAV ETILYPAPES O
BeoUg N HopYEG Bewv® autolg bev Toug meipaav...» (MoAupiog,
lotopwwv V, 18, 5.4, 9.2-4).

To mpwTo Heyaho MANypa d€xOnke to lepo to 218 X, étav
o @ilutnog E' tavel oy Kkottida tTwyv AITwAwWY Kal To
KOATOOTPEPEL, WE avtimowva ¢ Kataotpo®ng tou Aiou amod
TouG AlTwAOUG €va Xpovo vwpitepa. Awdeka xpovia UeTd
(206 m.X.), ot Makedoveg emavhABav Kat AenAatnoav yla
deutepn @opd to lepd. Thv KataoTpopn TEPLYPAPEL O AXALOG
loToplkog MoAUBlog. Ao ta moAudplBua avabnuata, Toug
XAAKIVOUG avOpLAVTEG, KAl TIG TTAVOTTALEG TTOU (PUAdCTOVTAV OTd
KTNPLA TNG TTOAITIKNG ayopds, Slacwnkav EAAXIoTa omapay-
pata. Mpokettal yla eEapmuata XaAKIVWY avoplaviwy, O1weg
o@BaApoi, Bootpuyol, SAKTUAOL, avdpIKa PopLa, KpOaoaola TTepPU-
YWV Xtwvwy, Onkn &ipoug Le Eyxapaktn SLAKOOUNOY MIKPWY
EMAANAWY QUAAWY, Aafn) Eipoug PE LOopPPY] KEPAATG AETOU,
OTTAY) aAOYOU O€ (PUOIKO HEYEBOC Kat Bpavouata KpAavoug
(ew. 82). Me ™ payn mg Mudvag to 167 X, kat v urotayy)
NG AITWALKNG ZuprtoALteiag ot Pwudikn duvaun, o Ogppog
Xavel Vv aiyAn tou kat mapakpdadel. Meta m vauvpaxia
Tou AkTiou to 31 m.X. TMNUA Tou TTANBuopoU TG AtwAlag
petapepetal ot NIKOTTOAN, kat Afya xpovia apyotepa OAo-
KAnen n ArtwAia ummayetal omn pwaikn emapxia g Axaiag.
To peyaleio tou lepol kat TG ATWAIKNG 2ULITOAITEIAS TTEPVAEL
OPLOTIKA 01N A1)6n ™G lotoplag.

Aapn Eipoug Slapoppwpévn
O€ KEQAAY) AgTOU

Bronze sword hilt
with the head of an eagle

Ke@ar| kat Tufua anod To cwua
XGAKLVOU @800 1) dpakovTog (;)
Head and part of the body
of a bronze snake or dragon (?)

XAAKva @UANA QUTWV

(kloo0g, 8pug, dapvn)

Bronze leaves of plants
(ivy, oak, bay)

AAQKTUAOL XAAKIVWV
AYAAUATWY

Fingers of bronze statues

ew.-fig. 82
IIAPAYHATA QIO XAAKIVOUG AVEPLAVTEG KAl GAA APLEPWHLATA TTOU KOOHOUOAV
TNV TTOALTIKY ayopd tou lepol. EAAnviotikn emoxr) (4o - 206 at. 1t.X.)

Fragments of bronze statues and other votive offerings,
which adorned the Agora of the Sanctuary. Hellenistic period (4th - 2nd century BC)

‘EvBetol oBalpol XAAKIVWY ayaApATWwY
Inlaid eyes from bronze statues

Tunpa BooTpUXoU XAAKIVOU AYAANATOG
Lock of hair from bronze statue

XaAkiva eEap AT AVEPLAVTWV.

H 6nkn &ipoug (aplotepd) pépet
£yXapaktn dlakdounon eNAAANAWY
UKPWV UAAWYV

Bronze fittings from statues.

The sword’s scabbard (left) has incised
decoration of small successive leaves

XAaAKwm o7t {IIToU O€ PUOLKO PEYEDOG
Bronze horse’s hoof in natural size

“concerning the destruction of Thermos ...”
The decline and fall of the Aetolian League
(case 18)

“For remembering what the Aetolians had done at Dion and
Dodona, they burnt the stoas and destroyed what were left of the
dedications, some of which were of costly materials and had been
elaborated with great skill and expense. They were not content
with destroying the roofs of these buildings with fire but levelled
them to their foundations. They threw down all the statues, which
numbered no less than two thousand and broke them to pieces,
sparing only those that which had dedicatory inscriptions to gods
or were figures of gods. These they did abstain from injuring’.
(Polybius Histories V 18.)

The first major disaster at the Sanctuary was in 218 BC, when
Philip V of Macedon arrived at the ‘cradle’ of the Aetolians
and destroyed it in retaliation for the destruction of Dion by
the Aetolians, a year earlier. Twelve years later (206 BC) the
Macedonians returned and plundered the Sanctuary a second
time, as described by the historian Polybius. Of the countless
offerings, bronze statues and suits of armour that were kept
in the buildings in the Agora, a few fragments have survived.
These are parts of bronze statues, such as eyes, locks of hair,
fingers, penises, tresses from the pleats of chitons (tunics),
a scabbard with incised decoration of overlapping leaves, a
sword-hilt in the shape of an eagle’s head, a life-size horse’s
hoof and fragments of a helmet (fig. 82). Following the battle of
Pydna, in 167 BC, and the subjugation of the Aetolian League
by Rome, the great centre of the Aetolians lost its glory and
declined. After the sea battle of Actium in 31 BC, part of the
population of Aetolia was transferred to the newly founded
city of Nikopolis, and a few years later the whole of Aetolia
became part of the Roman Province of Achaea. The Sanctuary
and the Aetolian League passed into the oblivion of History.
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