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To lepo
ToUu AltoAAwVoG Oepuiov

©¢pLiog, oV Kapdld g ArtwAiag, BA g Aluvng Tpywvidag,

€lval amo Toug OMUAVTIKOTEPOUSG APXALOAOYLIKOUG XWPOUG
™G Autikng EAAGd0G, Ue cuvexy) avOpwrtvi mapouaia amo tn
MeooeA\adikr| eroxn (mpwv arto to 1700 m.X.) €wg tov 20 at. m.X.
> TNV MPOLOTOPLKY emox] (repimou 1700 mt.X.) kat atnyv MNpwiun
Emoyxr) tou Zi6npou (110G - 906 at. 1.X.) ibpvovtal oty idla B€om
800 onuavtikoi olkiopoi. A7to 1o B’ o6 tou 8ou al. 1t.X. artoKTa
TOV XAPAKTNPA JTAVAITWALKOU LEPOU, OTO OTolo AATpeuoTaV 0O
ATTOMWVAG PE TNV TIPOCWVU LA O€putog. OLTTpWTOoL LV ELaKOL
vaol dpuovtal ata TEAN Tou 70u at. T.X. Kal Epepav MAOUCLO
KEPOUOTIAACTIKO SLAKOCGUO. TNV TPpWLIUN EAANVIOTIKY Ttepiodo
(4og at. m.X.), ue TNV Bpuon ™S AITWAIKAG SUMTTONTELAG
KAl TWV MVNHELAKWY KINPIlwVv Tng TTOALTIKNG Ayopdag, To
lepo Aettoupyel Kal WG TTOATIKO KEVIPO TNG, OTTOU KABE Xpovo
TIPAYLATOTIOOUVTAY ELTTOPIKEG CUVAOPOIOELG Kal Ol aPXALPEDIEG
NG ZUITOMTELOG.

The Sanctuary
of Apollo Thermios

hermos, in the heart of Aetolia, NE of Lake Trichonis, is

one of the most important archaeological sites in Western
Greece with a continuous human presence from the Middle
Helladic period (before 1700 BC) to the 2nd century BC. Two
major settlements in the same position were established during
the prehistoric period (circa 1700 BC) and Early Iron Age (11th
century BC - 9th century BC). From the second half of the 8th
century. B.C. Thermos acquired the character of a Panaetolian
sanctuary, where Apollo was worshipped with the epithet
Thermios. The first monumental temples with rich terracotta
decoration were founded in the late 7th century BC. In the early
Hellenistic period (4th century BC) with the establishment of the
Aetolian League, the Sanctuary functioned as a political centre
marked by the construction of monumental buildings in the
agora, where an annual market and the elections of the League
were held.



O apXaloAoyLKOG XWPOoG Tou OEppou eptAappavet:

a) ToV TPOIOTOPIKO OIKIOUO TNG MeooeANASIKNG-MUKNVAIKNG
mepLodou, 2000-1100 r1.X., pe oToudaldTEPO KTY)PLo To Méyapo
A, £€5pa Tou ToTLkoU apxovTa.

B) Tov okiopd ¢ Mpwiung emoxng Tou X18Mpou Ue oroudat-
OTEPO KTNpPlo To Méyapo B kat tnv amapyxn) (8og at. m.X.) Tng
Hakpaiwvng Aatpeiag Tou ATTOAMWVOG

Y) T0 vao tou AltoAAwvog Ospuiou (70¢-20¢ at. 1.X.) Kal TOUG
UKPOTEPOUG VaoUG TNG ApTESOC (;) kat Tou ATtoAwvog Auasiou.
O mpwTog Vaog tou ATTOAMWVOG Oepliov KTIOTNKE YUpWw OTO
620 m.X., elval SwpPLKOG TEPINTEPOG UE ONKO Kal omobodouo
kat katevBuvon B-N. MAwveg {wypagloteég TAAKEG He
HUuBOoAoYLKA BEuaTa, TToU apxIka eixav OswpnOel «UETOTIEG» Kall
QITOTEAOUV TA TIPWLIHOTEPA delypata LUVNUELAKNS {WYPAPIKNG
otoVv EAAdIKO XWPOo, KOoUoUaayv Toug TOiXoug Tou onkoU HE TN
pop®r) {weopou. Ta onUEPLVA EPEITTIA AVIKOUV OTA TEAN TOU
3ou - apyxeg 2ou at. mt.X.

Tnv 8la mepimou emoyn Ktiletal ota AVATOAIKA TOU Kal O€
ymAotepo avénpo, o vaog tou ArtoAAwvog Auaceiou, Katl 0 vaog
™m¢ Aptéudog (;), BA tou vaou tou AtoA\wvog Ospuiou, amod
TOV 071010 OY)EPA Elval 0paTO LOVO TO AiBvo Kpnridwua tou.

8) H Ayopd tou Ofppou armoTeENEl EVTUMWOLAKO Seilyua
MVNUEWSOUG XWwpPOoTa&lkng opyavwaong, ouvdéovtag to lepo
Kal TNV TIOALTIKT) ayopd o€ eviaio ouvolo. H opyavwon autm
XPovoloyeital oto TEAOG Tou 4ou- apxeg 3ou at m.X., otav n
AITwALKY) XuprtoAteia Bplokotav oto amoyelo g 60&ag tng
Kal 0 OEPUOG EKTOG QIO TTAVAITWALKO LEPO, ATTOTEAOUCE Kal
NV TOAITIKN €6pa TNG. Mep\apBAavel TPELG OTOEG, TO AEYOUEVO
«Bouleumplo», VO KPNveg kal TANOwpa Babpwv kal eEedpwv
O KEYANN «TIAATEI 080>,

O O¢puog muprtoAnONnKe Kal AenhatmOnke SU0 POPEG armd ToV
®ilutro E', to 218 kat 206 m.X., EVW UETA T OTASIOKT] PWHAIKN
KATAKTN oM, Iou apxilet ue ™ paxn g Moudvag (167 m.X.), kat m
SlaAuomn MG AltwAKNG XuprmoAtteiag, eykatalelmetal kat apyidet
Va EPMNUWVETAL

H avaokagn tou apxlos to 1897 ue tov Epopo Apxalotntwv
kal kadnynt lotopiag I Twnpladn Kat cuvexiotnke amod 1o
1912 €wg 1o 1931 ard tov kabnynm) Apxatohoyiag K. A. Pwpaio.
H vewtepn avaoka@ikn épeuva apxloe to 1983 kat cuveyiletal
€wg onuepa artd tov Opotuo kadbnynm g Khaoumg Apxatoloyiag
Tou lMavemotmuiov lwavvivwy, K. lwavvn |. MamamootoAou.

Katoyn tou lepou kat Twv KTnpiwv Tng JTOALTIKNG
ayopdg (ox. I. Atapavténoulog)

Ground plan of the Sanctuary and the buildings
of the agora (drawing G. Diamantopoulos)

MpoioToplkoG okiondg (1706 - 1106 at. i.X.)
Prehistoric settlement (17th - 11th century BC)

Mpwiun Emoxn tou Zidnpou (110¢ - 906 at. 1t.X.)
The Early Iron Age (11th - 9th century BC)

Apxaikn nepiodog (70¢ - 60g at. 1.X.)
Archaic period (7th - 6th century BC)

EAAnvioTikn ntepiodog (4og - 206 at. m.X.)
Hellenistic period (4th - 2nd century BC)

Teixog - The enclosure wall of the Sanctuary

MUAeg - Gates

MpoloTtopikog olKIoMAG - The prehistoric settlement
Méyapo A - Megaron A

Méyapo B - Megaron B

Naog AntoAlwvog Oeppiov - Temple of Apolllo Thermios
Naog AntoAlwvog Auaeiou - Temple of Apollo Lyseios
Nadg Aptéudog (;) - Temple of Artemis (?)

Kpnvn - The Spring Chamber

AvatoAikn Xtod - East Stoa

Avutikn Xtod - West Stoa

Notwa Xtoa - South Stoa

«BouAeutnplo» - Bouleuterion (council chamber)

Aywyog - Drainage

GCE6CO000CCLEL0EE

MaA6 Mouateio - The old Museum

Arnoym Tou TPoloToPLKOU OKIOUOU arto A
View of the prehistoric settlement from E

«Bouleutpo»

“Bouleuterion” (council chamber)

The archaeological site of Thermos consists of:
|

a) The prehistoric settlement (2000-1100 BC) of the Middle
Helladic-Mycenaean period with the main building Megaron A,
served probably as the residence of the local ruler.

b) The settlement of the Early Iron Age with the most important
building, Megaron B, and the beginning (8th century BC) of the
long-lived cult of Apollo.

c) The temple of Apollo Thermios (7th-2nd century BC) and the
temples of Apollo Lyseios and Artemis (?).

The first temple of Apollo Thermios was built around 620 BC,
it is a Doric peristyle temple with surrounding colonnade, cella
(enclosed chamber) and opisthodomos, a recessed porch in the
rear of the temple and oriented N-S. Terracotta plaques painted
with mythological themes, which initially were considered
«metopes» and are the earliest examples of monumental
painting in Greece, formed a frieze on the walls of the cella. The
remains, which can be seen today, are those of the final phase
in its history dating in the Hellenistic period (late 3rd - early 2nd
century BC).

About the same time, east of the temple of Apollo Thermios and
slightly higher of it, was built the temple of Apollo Lyseios and
the temple of Artemis (?), NW of the temple of Apollo Thermios.
Nowadays, only the stone podium is visible.

d) The Agora of Thermos is an impressive example of monumental
planning, linking the sacred and the civil area, the Sanctuary and
the market, as a single whole. This arrangement dates to the late
4th-early 3rd century BC when the Aetolian League was at the
height of its glory and Thermos as well as being a Panaetolian
sanctuary, was the political center of the Aetolian League.
The agora includes three stoas (east, west and south), the so-
called bouleuterion (council chamber), two spring chambers
and numerous pedestals and platforms of various types in the
imposing avenue.

Thermos was sacked twice by Philip V in 218 BC and 206 BC.
After the Roman conquest, which started with the battle of
Pydna (167 BC) and the dissolution of the Aetolian League, it
was abandoned and gradually deserted.

The excavation was started in 1897 by G. Soteriades,
Superintendent of Antiquities and Professor of History, and it was
continued from 1912 until 1931 by K. A. Rhomaios, Professor of
Archaeology. The most recent excavation began in 1983 and has
been continued until the present by I. A. Papapostolou, Emeritus
Professor of Classical Archaeology of University of loannina.



‘Epyo: «Avadeln - MNpootacia Twv pvnueiwyv
Tou lepol Tou ATTOAAWVOG oToV OEpLLoN»

To €pyo «Avadeldn - lNpootacia Twv Uvnueiwv tou lepou
ToU ATTIOAAWVOG OoTOoV O€ppo» UANOTIOINONKE aTOAOYLOTIKA
kat & autemiotaciag amo Tnv Egopeia Apxatottwv
Aurwloakapvaviag kat Asukadog ato mAaioto tou Emixeipnotlakol
Mpoypappatog «Autikr) ENAGda - Mehomovvnoog - loviol Nroot»
pe mpolmoloylopnd 550.000,00 € kat oOAOKANPWONKE OTIG
30/06/2015. To €pyo awopouaos ot gpyacieg avadel&ng Kat
TIPOOTACIAG TWV UVNMUEIWY Tou lepol KAl OUCLACTIKA QTOTENEL
OUVEXELO EKEIVWV TTOU glxav mpayuatoronOei ato mAaiolo Tou
M Knx
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| «<Bouheutnplo»
“Bouleuterion”

Project: “Enhancement - Protection
of the monuments of the Sanctuary

of Apollo at Thermos”

The project “Enhancement - Protection of the monuments
of the Sanctuary of Apollo at Thermos” was implemented by
the Ephorate of Antiquities of Aetolia-Acarnania and Lefkas
under the Regional Operational Programme “Western Greece,
Peloponnese and lonian Islands», with a budget of 550.000.00
€ and it was completed in 30/6/2015. The project involved in
enhancement and protection activities in monuments of the
Sanctuary and is essentially a continuation of those which took
place in the 3rd Community Support Framework (2000-2006).

Naog Aptéudog (;) ’

Naog AtoAAwvog Ogppiou
Temple of Apollo Thermios
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Ol AKOAOUVOEG Epyacieg:
|

e AvTIKATAOTAOM NG TTAANALAG TIEPIPPAENG

o  AmoPI\WOELG Kal KaBapLool Tou apXaloAOYIKOU XWpPou,
ATTOXWHUATWOELS (ATTOUAKPUVOT) ETILXWOEWVY ATTO TIOAALES
AVAOKAWPER)

e  Amod0uNnoM KTNPiwy TOU VEWTEPOU OLKIOUOU

o KaBaplopog kat guyKOAANoM Tou SOUIKOU UAIKOU NG
neploTaong Tou vaou Tou ATTOMWYOG, TWV ToiXwV
Kal TwV Bpaviwv TG avatoAlkng 0ToAg TNG AYopas
Kal Tou Meyapou A

e AJTOMAKPUVOTY) TOU OTEYACTPOU TOU VAOU Tou ATTOANWVOG
Kal Kataxwon Ttou Meyapou B.

o AJTOOTPAYYLOTIKEG EPYACIEG OTOV XWPO TNG AYOPAg

e Anuioupyia Sladpouwy mEPYNONG ETILOKETWY Kat AMEA
e TomoB£mmon mvakidag AMEA

o  DWTOYPAPIKN, TOTTIOYPAPIKY), OXESIACTIKY) AITOTUTTWON)

Epyacieg diapoppwaong

OTOV aPXALOAOYLIKO XWPOo Tou lepol

e Epyaoicg Slapoppwong (ToXWHATWOELS - ATOPINWOELS)

Me TV amopdKpuvon TWV XWUATOOWPWY AITOKAAUMONKE 0
€EWTEPIKOG BUTIKOG TOIXOG TNG SUTLKNG OTOAG.

O 5WTEPLKOG BUTIKOG TOiXOG TNG SUTIKNG OTOAG.
Mpwv Kat KETA TIG EpYaTieg AmoXwHATWONG »
The external side of the West Stoa’s wall. v
Before and after the removal of the earth embankments.

The following tasks took place
during the project:

e Replacing of the old fence

e Clearing and cleaning of the archaeological site
(removal of earth embankments of old excavations)

o Demolition of buildings of the modern settlement

e Cleaning and welding activities in the structural material
of the circumstance of the temple of Apollo, the walls and
the desks of East Stoa and Megaron A.

Removal of the protective shelter of the temple of Apollo
and coverage of Megaron B.

e Drainage activities in the Agora

e Creation of navigation paths for guests and people
with disabilities

e Braille sign

e Photography,topographic mapping, drawings.

Configuration tasks
at the archaeological site of the Sanctuary
|

e Configuration tasks (removal of the earth embankments)

After the removal of the earth embankments, the external side
of the west stoa’s wall came to light.




o KaBapiopoi - AoPiAwoeLg

Mpayuatomomnkav o€ OAN TV EKTAoT TOU ApXaLOAOYIKOU XWPOU.

e Epyacisg ouvtnpnong Kat GUYKOAANONG TOU SOIKOU
UAIKOU TWYV ToiXWV Kal TwV Opaviwyv tng AVATOAIKNG
2T0AG oTNV EAANVIOTIKY Ayopd Tou O¢ppou

e Epyacicg ouvtnpnong Kat GUYKOGAANomg AMibwv
o€ Toixoug Tou Meyapou A

Méyapo A - Megaron A

e Cleaning activities - Deforestation works
These activities took place within the archaeological site.

e Conservation and welding activities of the walls and
desks of the East Stoa in the Hellenistic Agora
of Thermos.

e Conservation and welding activities took place
in Megaron A.

<

OXUPWHATIKOG TTEPIBOAOG.
AuTiko TUua. Mpv

KOl UETA TIG EpYaaieg
KaBaplopol Kat
aAVTIKATAoTAoNG TNG
naAalag nepippadng.

Fortification wall.

West part. Before and after
replacement of the old
fence.

AvatoAkr) Xtod.

MpLv Kal YETA TIG Epyaaieq
kabaplopou.

East Stoa.

Before and after the
cleaning activities.

AvatoAkr) Xtod.

Opavia Bopelag MAEUPAS.
MpLv Kal LETA TIG Epyaaieq
OULVTHPNONG, GUYKOAANGONG
KOl QITOKATAOTAONG.

East Stoa.

The desks in the North
side. Before and after

the conservation and
restoration activities.

AvatoAkn) Ztod.

Opavia avaTtoAkng
TIAEUPAG. MpLv Kal peta
TIG Epyaaieg ouvtmpnong,
OUYKOAANONG KaL
QAIOKATACTAONG,.

East Stoa.

The desks in the east
side. Before and after
the conservation and
restoration activities



Naog AltoA\wvog Oeppiou

Epyacieg cuvtmpnong

KaBapiotnkay, otepewbnkayv kat cuykoAAnOnkav 33 AiBot g
TIEPLOTAONG KAl TNG ECWTEPIKNG KIOVOOTOLXIaG TOU vaou.

ATIOMAKPUVOT OTEYACTPOU Kal KAatayxwaon Tov Meyapou B.

lNa Aoyoug npootaciag toco Tou Meydapou B, 600 kat avadegng
TOU UTTEPKEIEVOU JVNUEiOU, Tou vaou Tou ATOAwVOG Oepuiou,
TIPAYLATOTTOMNONKE 1 KATAXWOY] TOU EVATTOLEIVAVTOG opatou
TUNUatog tou Meyapou B. AkoAoUBNoe N amtopdkpuvaon Tou
TIPOXELPOU OTEYAOTPOU, TO OJIOI0 EiXE KATAOKEVAOOEL yla TIG
QVAYKEG TNG AVAOTKAPIKNG EPEUVAG.

>

Nadg AmoAwvog Oepuiou.
Ta oTddla epyaciwyv
GUVTIPNOTG, CUYKOAANONG
KAl GUMTTANPWONG AiBou TG
TEPLOTAONG TOU VaoU.

The temple of Apollo Thermios.
The stages of conservation and
attachment procedures of a
stone slab of the temple.

Temple of Apollo Thermios

Conservation and welding procedures

33 stone slabs of the circumstance and the inner colonnade of
the temple were conservated

Removal of the shelter and burial of Megaron B

In order to protect Megaron B and the Temple of Apollo Thermios,
the remaining visible part of Megaron B was buried and the
shelter which was built for the needs of the excavation was
removed.

A Katdyxwon Meydapou B.
During the burial of Megaron B

>

Nadg AoAAwvog Oepuiou
& Meyapo B.

Mpwv arté v agaipeon
TOU OTEYAOTPOU.

v Nadg AltoAAwvog Ogppiou.

D MeTtd TV agaipeon Tou oTeEYAoTpou Temple of Apollo Thermios
Kat v kataxwon tou Meyapou B. & Megaron B. =T

{3 Temple of Apollo Thermios. Before the shelter’s oy, o
After the removal of the shelter and burial of Megaron B. removal. ] =
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Kartoyn tou vaou tou
AmntoAAwvog Ogppiou Kat Tou
Meyapouv B

Ground plan of the temple of
Apollo Thermios and Megaron B

. JuykoAAnuévol Aibol Tou vaou Tou ATToOAAwVOG Oepiou
Welded stone slabs of the temple of Apollo Thermios.
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e Navigation paths for visitors and people with disabilities

Main and secondary navigation paths for visitors in order to
visit the most important monuments of the archaeological
site and the best preserved parts of the fortification wall were
formed. During this project, also, a path for disabled people was
shaped and in spacious area a sign with information for the main
monuments was placed.

ML

H mpoofaon ota pvnueia Tou apxaloAoyIKoU Xwpou.
4 MpLv Kal HETA TIG epyaaieg Slapdpewong

The access to the monuments of the archaeological site.
Before and after the configuration tasks

H eicod0og tou apyatohoytkol xwpou. Aladpoun emokentwv AMEA.
MpLv Kal YETa TIG epyaaieg Slapudpewong

The entrance of the archaeological site. The navigation path for people with
disabilities. Before and after the configuration tasks




o ATTOOTPAYYLOTIKEG EPYATIESG

To peyalltepo MPOBANUA TOU APXALOAOYIKOU XWPOU NTav
T OUYKEVTPWOT UTIOYELWV Kadl OUBpiwv USATWV OTOV XWPO
TWV HVNUEiWY TNG EAANVICTIKNAG Ayopdg, 18laitepa Katd Toug
XEWEPWVOUG HNVEG. QOTOC0, AVTIUETWITIOTNKE WIOTEAECUATIKA
Ue TG €&N¢ epyaoieg:

Kataokeun otpayylotnpiou Katd UNKog NG AVATOAIKNG OTOAG
Kal peiBpou mpootaciag, USPOUACTEUOT KATAXWHMEVNG TINYNS
oto NA akpo Tou apxaloAoylkol XWPOU, ArmoKATAoTaon
Aeltoupyiag apxaiov aywyou Ka®' OAo TO UNKOG TNG SUTIKAG
O0TOAG, ATOAKPUVOT) ETILXWOEWV TTAAALOTEPWV AVATKAPWY OTIG
OTOEG KAL TNV «TTAATELA 080, KAOAPLOLLOG TOU UTTAPXOVTOG SIKTUOU
amoaTPAyYLlong (puaotkoi TAPpPol SUTIKA TOU APXALOAOYLKOU
XWPEOU), AITOPPOT TWV USATWY TOU E0WTEPIKOU SIKTUOU EKTOG
apxatoloylkol xwpou, kabaipeon tou kavailoU tng Popelag
KP1VNG KAl aVTIKATACTOOY) TOU LE UTTOYELO CWAT|VA.

e Drainage activities

The major problem of the archaeological site of Thermos was
the collection of underground and rainwaters in the area of
the Hellenistic Agora, particularly during winter. However, the
problem had been addressed effectively with the following
tasks:

Along the east stoa, a drainer and a gutter were constructed, the
function of the ancient drainage, running along the entire length
of the west stoa, was restored, the «avenue» and the existing
drainage network (natural ditches west of the archaeological
site) were cleaned and reinstated, the channel of the north
spring chamber (fountain) was removed and replaced with an
underground pipe.

To €E0WTEPLKO TNG AVATOAIKNG OTOAG TIPLV ATTO TIG ATTOCTPAYYLIOTIKEG EPYATIEG.
The interior of east stoa before the drainage activities

O aywyog Kata PNKog TG SUTIKAG oTodg. Mplv kal HETA TIG epyaaieg KaBaplopol
The ancient drainage along the west stoa. Before and after the cleaning works
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