Avanapdotaon tou kdatpou ths Bévitoas o€ ykpaBoupa tou 18ou awwva. Me Ae-
ntopepn TPono anodidetal to teixos tou kKaotpou, afld Kat o e§wteptkd, A-NA
teixlopa Tou nou Katépxetal Npos thv neploxn s ApvoBdiaaaas Apéve. Ztnv
KopuPn tou Adpou dlakpivetal n akpdénonn pe tnv Kaldppa kat xapnAdtepa n
XWpa PE TS KATOLKIES TNS.

Representation of the Vonitsa castle on an 18th-century engraving. The castle
defensive wall and its external W-SW wall descending to the area of the Limeni
lagoon are depicted in a detailed way. The citadel with Kazarma and lower
Chora, with its residences, can be seen at the top of the hill.
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€va otpatnytkd €pyo, nou xpnpatodotnBnke and to MNpdypappa
Interreg V-A EAAd6a-Itadia 2014-2020. téxos tou givaln
npowBnon tou noAtttotikoU touplopoy, HEaw ths dnploupyias

To «Aiktuo Mapdkuias MoAttiotikAs KAnpovoptds» (CoHeN) eivat

kat a§lonoinons evos S1KTUOU GNPAVTIKWY MNOATLOTKWY
pvnpeiwy Katé phkos tns Slaguvoplakns nepLloxns Adplatikns
kat loviou.

YupnepiénaBe napeppdoets oe 17 emAeypéva pvnueia (11 otnv
EAAG6a kat 6 otnv ltania), pe okond tnv npootacia, tnv avadelgn
kat tn BeAtiwon s npooBactpdtntas Kat AELTOUPYIKOTNTAS TOUS.
210 €TalPIKG OXAKA Tou £pyou cuppeteixav n Epopeia
Apxatothtwy ArtwAoakapvavias kat Agukddos ws enikepanns
etaipos kat ot Eqopeies Apxatothtwy HAeias, Beonpwtias kat
Képkupas and tnv eAAnvikh nAgupd Kat to Tpnpa TouplopoU Kat
MoAttiotikis Owkovopias kat Edagikns A€lonoinons tns
Mepupéperas Anoudias and thv ttafikn. O cuvonikds
npoUnofoylopds tou épyou htav 6.945.521 eupw.

Information:

Ephorate of Antiquities of Aitoloakarnania and Lefkada
Address: . Trikoupis Mansion, |.I. Mager 20

Tel: (+30) 26310 55654

e-mail: efaait@culture.gr

website: www.efaaitl.gr

The project is co-funded by European Union, European Regional
Development Fund (E.R.D.F.) and by National Funds of Greecesand Lta‘y ,‘

FASS Kdotpo Bévitoas
i | The Vonitsa CaStle Coastal Heritage Network - CoHeN was a strategic project

= ’ funded by the Interreg V-A Greece-Italy Programme 2014-

2020. Its aim is to promote cultural tourism, by creating a
network of important cultural monuments along the Adriatic
and lonian border region.

The project included interventions in 17 selected monuments
(11 in Greece and 6 in Italy), in order to protect and make
them more accessible and functional, so that they become
hubs of cultural activities, services and exhibitions.

The partners of the project were the Ephorate of Antiquities of
Aitoloakarnania and Lefkada, as the leader partner, and the
Ephorates of Antiquities of Ilia, Thesprotia and Corfu from the
Greek side and the Puglia Region - Department of Tourism,
Economy of Culture and Valorization of Territory from the
Italian side. The total budget of the project was 6,945,521

COASTAL HERITAGE NETWORK
AIKTYO MNMAPAKTIAZ MOAITIETIKHE KAHPONOMIAX ELNos.



To napdktio kdotpo tng Bévitoag, deondel entBAntika ndvw and tn ypa-
QKN NOAN, og atpatnylkh B€on, pe anepléplotn BEa Kat €Aeyxo otov Ap-
Bpakikoé k6Ano. H avoikoddépnan tou avayetat otn MeooBulavtivh nepiodo
(téAn 9ou/apxég 100u at. €éwg péoa 11ou at), enoxn katd tnv onoia n Bo-
vitoa e€eAiooetal o€ oxupwuévo NOAOHA, CNPAVTIKG VaUTIKG otaBud Kat
kévipo eunopiou petagu Akapvaviag kat Hneipou. Ektote, n diaxpovikn
XpAon Tou KAoTpou, £wg TOUG VESTEPOUG XPOVOUG, 0dAynoe o€ aAendaA-
ANAEG AVOKATAOKEUEG Kal EVIOXUOELG, KUPIWG EVETIKEG KaL 0Bwpavikeég (17°
Kat 18° aL.), nou édwaoav 010 KAGTPO Th GNHEPLVA TOU HOPPA.

Katd tov 110 kat 120 awwva, n Bévitoa yvwploe aloonpeiwtn akun, xdpn
oTa NpovouLa Nou TG Napaxwpenaoav ot autokpdtopeg Kopvnvol (AAEEL0G
A’, MavounA A’ kat ANé€Log T Ayyelog). Metd tn A” Xtaupogopia (1204),
evidxBnke oto Agonotdro tng Hneipou, 6nou kat napépelve péxpl to 1294.
Ané 1o 1€Aog tou 130U alwva éwg 10 1479, 10 KAoTpo népace dladoxikd
otnv Kuplétnta twv Avbeyauwv tng NanoAng, twv Opoivt, Twv TOKKwv, Twv
Aoukwv tou Lecce, Twv Innotwv tng Pédou, evwd and to 1479 éwg 1o 1684
ftav uné oBwpavikh Kuplapxia. AkohouBei n nepiodog tng Evetkng ka-
taktnong (1684-1797), e e€aipean pikpd xpoviké Sidotnpa (1715-1717)
nou enavhABe atoug OBwpavoug. To 1797 nepthABe otoug AAAoUG, VD TO
1798 népaoce ota xépla tou AAA Maod twv lwavvivwy. Zug 29 Mdiou
1821 oL eMnvikég Suvdapelg kataAapBdvouv th Bévitaa, aAd 6xt kat 1o Kd-
oTpo 6rou katépuyav ol ToUpkol aflwpatolxol e onuaviikn gpoupd. H
Bovitoa teAika avakthBnke otig 15 AekepBpiou 1828 kat ot ToUpkol neplo-
piotnkav oto Kdotpo. MapaddBnkav otig 5 Maptiou 1829, evid n néAn ev-
owpatwBnke enionpa oto EAAnviké Kpdtog o 1832.

Qg e€apetkd deiypa kaotponoAuteiag, 1o kdotpo tng Bovitoag anoteAei
€va ano ta NA€ov avVILNPOOWEUTIKA HvNUELaKA aUvoAa yia thv eEENEN TnG
Bulavtivig kat petaBulavilvig 0XUPWHATIKAG APXLTEKTOVIKNG KAl AKOAOU-
Bel Tn ouvnBn Tplueph didtagn twv pecoBulavivadv NOAEWV-KAOTpWV
(akponoAn, Kupiwg kAoTpo Kat Katw akponoAn n Tpitog nepiBoiog). H kd-
ToYn Tou NAapouatadel akavovioTo ENELWOELGEG OXAPA Kal N EEWTEPLKA Ne-
pipeTpog Tou oxupwpatikoU neptBélou avépxetal ota 720 p. nepinou. Ta
toxupd teixn, dlaBétouv nepidpopo, ENAAEELG, NOAEpIOTPEG Kal KavovioBu-
pideg, ev evioxvovtal ava dlacthpata e Npopaxwveg. X1o Bopelo dkpo,
1a teiXn oUYKAIivouv Kal anoAnyouv o€ PeydAo, NEVIANAEUPO, EVETIKO NPo-
paxwva, o onoiog npoatdreue Ty To§wthn NUAN nou odnyoldoe otnv KATwW
noAN Kat oto AHavt.

Z1nv KopuPh Tou AOQou, eVIOG TNG aKPONOANG, Nou NepLKAeietat and xa-
MNAS nepiBoAo Tng 0Bwpavikhg nepLodou, BpioKeTal 10 EVETIKG KTNpPLO TG
kadappag. Apxika Asttoupynoe wg kaBoAlkn ekkAnoia kat to 1806 peta-
Tpannke and tov A Maod o€ katokia tou dloknth Tou KAaTpou h o€ oTpa-
Twva.

Y10 KUpiwG kaotpo datnpouvial Ta NEPLOGOTEPA KTiopata, dnwg n «otkia
tou AAn Maod» nou @Aogevel T yn@lakh €kBean, n Kivotépva, o oTpa-
TWvag, K.a., ta onoia oikodopnBnkav eni Evetokpatiag. E€aipeon anoteAel
0 otaupoEldng vadg tng Ayiag Xogiag, n apxikh gpacn tou onoiou avayetat
otnv peaoBulavtivh nepiodo (100g awwvag).

Z1ov Tpito nepiBoAo, nou npooaptdtat oTo VOTIO THAHA ToU KUpiwg Ka-
OTPOU, UMNApXEL E0WTEPIKS dlateixiopa, To onoio evioxUetat and 60o, Bu-
{avtivhg neplddou, NnUIKUKAIKOUG nUpyouq. H Kevipikh mUAn €06dou
Bpioketat ota NA, peta&u duo nevidnAeupwy, IpiwpoPpwyv NUpywv. tn N
nAeupd tou Slateixiopatog Bpioketal 6eUtepn NUAN, CAPEPA KATECTPAW-
pévn Kat otn ouvéxela pia tpitn nUAN 0dnyolUoe ato KUpiwg KAGTPO.

AUo eykdpola, .oxupd eEwTepika Texiopata, katépxovial EKatépwhev Tou
kdotpou, npog 1a BA kat ta NA, npoctatedovtag thv Katw NoAN Kat 1o At-
pavL.
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The coastal castle of Vonitsa dominates imposingly over the picturesque
city in a strategic location with unlimited views and control over the Am-
bracian Gulf. Its reconstruction dates to the Middle Byzantine period (late
9th/early 10th c. to the mid-11th c.), when Vonitsa evolved into a fortified
city, an important naval station and a trade centre between Acarnania and
Epirus. Since then, the continuous use of the castle, until modern times,
led to successive reconstructions and reinforcements, mainly Venetian
and Ottoman (17th and 18th c.), which gave the castle its present form.

During the 11th and 12th c., Vonitsa flourished, thanks to the privileges
granted by the Komnenoi emperors (Alexios I, Manuel | and Alexios |lI
Angelos). After the Fourth Crusade (1204), it joined the Despotate of Epi-
rus, remaining until 1294. From the end of the 13th c. to 1479, the castle
successively passed to the ownership of the Angevins of Naples, the Or-
sini, the Tocci, the Dukes of Lecce, the Knights of Rhodes, while from 1479
to 1684 it was under Ottoman rule. This was followed by the Venetian con-
quest (1684-1797), except for a short period (1715-1717) that returned to
the Ottomans. In 1797, it passed to the French, while in 1798, it passed
into the hands of Ali Pasha of loannina. On May 29, 1821, the Greek forces
occupied Vonitsa, but not the castle where the Turkish officials took refuge
with a significant garrison. Vonitsa was finally reclaimed on December
15, 1828, and the Turks were confined to the castle. They surrendered on
March 5, 1829, while the city was officially incorporated into the Greek
State in 1832.

As an excellent example of a castle city, the Vonitsa castle is one of the
most representative monumental ensembles for the Byzantine and post-
Byzantine fortification architecture development and follows the usual tri-
partite layout of mid-Byzantine city-castles (citadel, main castle and lower
citadel or third enclosure). Its plan has an irregular ellipsoidal shape,
while the outer perimeter of the fortification enclosure is approximately
720 m. The strong walls have a rampart walk, battlements, loopholes and
cannon slits, reinforced at intervals with bastions. At the northern end,
the walls converge and end in a large, five-sided Venetian bastion, which
protected the arched gate leading to the lower city and the port.

At the top of the hill, within the citadel, surrounded by a low enclosure
of the Ottoman period, lies the Venetian building of Kazarma. Initially, it
functioned as a Catholic church and in 1806, Ali Pasha converted it into
the castle commander’s residence or a barracks.

Most buildings, such as the “Ali Pasha residence” hosting the digital ex-
hibition, the cistern, the barracks, etc., built during the Venetian occupa-
tion, are preserved in the main castle. An exception is the cross-shaped
church of Agia Sophia, the initial phase of which dates to the Middle By-
zantine period (10th c.).

At the third enclosure, attached to the southern part of the main castle,
there is an internal cross-wall reinforced by two Byzantine-era semi-cir-
cular towers. The main gate is located at SE, between two five-sided,
three-storey towers. A second gate, now destroyed, is on the S side of
the cross-wall, followed by a third one leading to the main castle.

Two transverse, strong outer walls descend on either side of the castle,
towards NE and SW, protecting the Chora and the port.



